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AlHAMBRA: Hitz Memorial Home
Alton: Alton Exchange Mall • Alton VFW
Alton Visitor’s Center • Altonized Credit
Union • Alton Truck Stop • Best Western Pre-
mier Hotel & Conference Center • Big Lots
Castelli’s Restaurant • China Buffet  China
King • Country Meadows Antiques Farm  &
Home • Halpin Music • Hayner 
Library • Hit-n-Run • Frank’s Restaurant Min-
eral Springs  Mall • My Just Desserts 
National Tire & Battery • River Bender Com-
mmunity Center  • Riviera Maya • Post Com-
mons • Spencer T. Olin  Golf Club  Tucker’s
Automotive • US Bank  EASt Alton: 
Hit-n-Run • Ken’s Coins  AuBuRn: Lisa’s
Antique Mall • Rusty Star Marketplace 
AVISton: Aviston Family Restaurant
BEnlD: #5 Mine Winery  Benld Library
Firehouse Salon • TJ’s ZX Convenience Stop
Randy’s Market BEtHAlto: Dairy Queen
Eagles Nest Restaurant  • El Mezcal Mexican
Restaurant  • Hit-n-Run Imo’s Pizza • New
China • Roma’s Pizza   Sweet Ashley’s Cot-
tage  • The Mail Box Store  Weeping Willow
BREESE: Dairy King  Family Care Phar-
macy • PJ’s Diner BRIgHton: Spring Gar-
den Restaurant   Riviera Maya • Rusty Rhino
Emporium • Shell   BunkER HIll: Bunker
Hill Library Function Junction Antiques &
More  Jumpin’ Jimmys CARlInVIllE:
Always in Touch • Blackburn College
Boente Shell  The Body Depot •  Carlinville
City Hall  • Carlinville Hospital  • Carlinville
Library Catholic Charities Thrift Shop
Cherry Tree Gifts & Souvenirs •  Deb’s Ce-
ramics  Grandpa Joe’s West End • It Is What
It Is Antiques & Collectibles •  Lighthouse
Antique Mall •  Macoupin County Court-
house • Magnuson Grand Hotel • Michelle’s
Pharmacy • Mother Road Antiques • My 
Sister’s Closet • Nana’s Hidden Attic • OLDE
Plaza Cafe • Plaza Cafe Coffee Shop • Sievers
Equipment • Starr’s Primal Meats • Tangled
Vine Restaurant • The Mercantile @ Whiskey
River • Wall Street Financial  • Wood Duck
Bar and Grill  • Uptown Tavern  CARlYlE:
Centerstone Inn • Clinton County Historical
Society •  Old 50 Cafe • Ten Pin Antique Mall
CARRollton: Bev’s Baskets & Bows
Beyond the Backyard Gate  The Pharmacy
Plus CoFFEEn: Caseys   Hair Designs
CollInSVIllE: ABRA Auto Body 
Antiques & Accents by Vadna • Collinsville
Area Recreation District • Collinsville Histor-
ical Museum • Collinsville Public Library
New China Restaurant   Rich’s Record Em-
porium • Rural King  • Sizzor Shak Salon
Spirito’s Italian Store  Swing City Music 
Zapata’s Mexican Restaurant    CottAgE
HIllS: Circle K Convenience Mart 
Cottage Hills Bar & Grill Polly’s Restaurant
DIVERnon: Country Place Antiques Don-
nEllSon: JR’s Mini Mart • The Loose 
Caboose Antiques • Petroski Windows, Doors
& Floorcovering DoRSEY: Aljets Automo-
tive  EDwARDSVIllE: All Natural Pet
Center • Bella Milano • Circle K Convenience
Mart • Edwardsville City Hall • Edwardsville
Public Library • Edwardsville Flea Market
Glazy Squares • Goshen Butcher Shop  
Green Earth Grocer • Jerry’s Tire Sales •  Los
Tres Amigos • Madison County Archival 
Library • Massage Luxe • Peel Pizza • My
Treasure House • Sacred Grounds Cafe  •  Sgt
Peppers Cafe  • The Store • Wang Gang Asian
Eats • Wild Birds Unlimited Nature Shop

ElSAH: Green Tree Inn FARMERSVIllE:
Bank & TrustShell • Farmersville Public 
Library •   Jack Flash Convenience Stop
gIllESpIE: DeeDee’s Floral and Designs
Gillespie Public Library • Kevin Polo Law
Office • Michelle’s Pharmacy • Miner’s
Restaurant  • Randy’s Market • Sullivan’s
Drug Store  •  That Crazy Fish Store and More 
Wimanoma’s Pride Antiques & Collectibles
gIRARD: Doc’s Soda Fountain • Magic
Beans Coffee House • Kruse Automotive
Shell    glEn CARBon: Allison’s Comfort
Shoes & Boots •  Eden Village Retirement
Center • Exactime Watch & Clock • Glen Car-
bon Heritage Museum • Glen Carbon Public
Library •  Office Max • Our Health Club Spa
US Bank  goDFREY: Mr.  Donut  • My 
Antique Store • Professional Hearing Associ-
ates • Round Table Restaurant • Shang Hai
House  gRAFton: Aerie’s Winery 
Drifters •  Grafton Chamber of  Commerce
Grafton Pub • Grafton Zip Line • Grafton
Winery •  Reubel Hotel • Rustic Retreats 
Tara Pointe Inn  gRAnItE CItY: Apple
Tree  Restaurant • Central Laundry Gateway
Medical Center Pharmacy • Granite City
Township Hall • Great Wall Chinese Buffet
Hit-n-Run •  Jerry’s Cafeteria • Mama Mia’s
Restaurant • Novel Idea Bookstore and More
Ravanelli’s Restaurant  • Re.Viv.Al • Terry’s
Route 66 Diner   gREEnFIElD: Bev’s
Baskets and Bows gREEnVIllE: Corner
Cafe • East Main Gifts • Greenville Chamber
of Commerce/ Tourism Center •  Lisa’s 
Resale & Antiques • Third Street Market
HAMEl: Poor Boys Portable Buildings and
Amish Store  • The Other Place on the Hill
Weezy’s Bar & Grill    HEttICk: Jackson’s
Fox & Hound BBQ  HIgHlAnD: Broad-
way Bar & Grill • Urban House Restaurant
The Chocolate Affair • The Giving Tree
Highland Nutrition Center • Highland’s Tru-
Buy  • Michael’s Restaurant • Peacock Bakery
& Cafe • Tibbetts House Bed, Breakfast &
Books & Games • Windows on Broadway
HIllSBoRo: Books & Moore •   Hillsboro
Public Library • Hillsboro Rental • Hillsboro
Hospital • Sage on Sage - Holistic Living
Store The Dressing Room Consignment &
Resale Shop  TCCU-Taylorville Community
Credit Union The Refinery Vintage Goods
HolIDAY SHoRES: Behmes Market
Gilliganz Bar & Grill    HonEYBEnD:
Country Bend Campground  IRVIng:
Grandma’s Kitchen    JERSEYVIllE: 2nd
Time Around Consignment Shop • Farm &
Home • Jersevyville Community Hospital
JCH Hope Chest Resale Store • Jerseyville 
Library • Linn’s Shoes • Lost Treasures • Lula
Bells Gift Shop  State Street Antiques and
Collectibles  kEYESpoRt: Blind Daddy’s
Dean’s Convenience Stop • Keyesport Village
Hall kInCAID: Kincaid Diner • Kincaid
Food Market lItCHFIElD: A&D Electri-
cal Supply  • The Briar Rose  •   Casey’s
(Union Ave) Denny’s Restaurant • Diamond
Trailer Sales  Fast Stop Travel Center  • The
George Press Hair 51 Salon  • Hearts United
Thrift Store   Holiday Inn Express • Hwy 55
Burgers, Shakes & Fries • Jubelt’s Bakery
Litchfield City Hall • Litchfield Vintage Mall
Minndora’s Salon and Speciality Photography
Miss Patty’s Antiques & Flea Market Nelson
Audiology • Our Hometown Farmacy  
Phyllbena’s Antiques, Vintage & Repurposed
Quality Inn   •  St Francis Hospital Gift Shop

Sullivan’s Health Mart Pharmacy • TCCU-
Taylorville Community Credit Union •    Time
Out & Relaxation Massage •  UJs Conven-
ience Store • Whiskey River Dry Goods Com-
pany lIVIngSton: Country Inn Cafe
Pink Elephant Antiques   MARYVIllE:
ABRA Auto Body •  Red Apple Restaurant
MEADowBRook: Homestead Craft &
Flea Market • Round 2 Relics    MIllERS-
BuRg: Millersburg General Store
MItCHEll: Hen House Restaurant   Mt
olIVE: The Cristal Lantern • Mt Olive Pub-
lic Library •  Mt Olive VFW Hall •  Route 138
Cafe  MoRRISonVIllE: 6th Street 
Market • Extreme Pool & Patio   nokoMIS:
Demi’s Diner • KROGER • New 2 You
Nokomis City Hall • Nokomis Gift & Garden
Ugly Mug Coffeehouse • UJ’S Convenience
Store olD RIplEY: Sheila’s Resale ‘N 
Antiques  pAnA: County Market • Dutch
Mill Flea Market and Antiques • Favorite
Finds Pizza Man • Shell • Spring Garden
Restaurant TCCU - Taylorville Communty
Credit Union  pAnAMA: Nu-Way Deli
pAwnEE: Harness Room Eatery • Kreckel’s
Custard & Hamburgers • No. 10 Tavern
poCAHontAS: Pocahontas Antiques 
Powhatan Restaurant • Nuby’s Steakhouse 
The Refined Cellar • Village Square Antiques
pontoon BEACH: McDonalds • Uncle
Linny’s Restaurant   RAYMonD: PK’s
Liquor • Raymond Public Library • Tosi’s
Diner  SoREnto: Sorento Municipal 
Center StAunton: ALJETS Automotive  
Animal Doctors - Steinmeyer Veterinary
Clinic •  Cavataio’s Restaurant •  DeCamp
Station •  First National Bank • Glenwood 
Assisted Living • Heritage Health Assisted
Living • His Service Station • Itch’n to be
Stitch’n •  Pearl Essence Studio • R & B’s
Restaurant • Rooster’s Pub • Route 66 Storage
& Flea Market • Russell Furniture •  Staunton
Hospital  •  Staunton Public Library • Sulli-
van’s Pharmacy & Gift Shop • Super 8 Motel
Vintage Station   St. JACoB: Hometel Com-
munications  tAYloRVIllE: Angelo’s
Pizza • Dear Yesteryear • Farmhouse Signs
KROGER •  Little Luxuries • Ma & Pa’s
Treasure • Rebecca’s Antiques  & Posh Bou-
tique • ReThreads Consignment & Thrift
Store • TCCU - Taylorville Community
Credit Union • Sunny Knoll Organics • Talia’s
Cookies • The Cottage Rose Gift Shoppe
Little Luxuries • The Wooden Flower
tREnton: Dairy King •  IGA of Trenton
Mannhard Hardware, Home Decor and Gifts
Warehouse 300 Vintage Marketplace tRoY:
A&R Paints and Crafts • Alfonzo’s Pizzeria
The Trendy Cottage  • Tri-Township Public
Libray • Troy Family Restaurant VIRDEn:
Bailey’s Closet • Circle K Convenience Mart
Jamie’s - The Diamond Mine • Silvernicks
Unique Treasures • Sly Fox Bookstore
Tattered Treasures • Wildflower Patch
wItt: Village Hall wooD RIVER: Belk
Park Golf Course • Cleary’s Shoes and Boots
Madison’s Tea Room • Mama Mias Restau-
rant  • Meyer Jewelry • Riverbend Resale
Rustic Roots •  Hing Wah  • Wood River 
LibrarywoRDEn: The Chirping Frog  
Worden City Hall • Worden Public Library 

AnD AlwAYS onlInE at
www.thebuzzmonthly.com!
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Here I sit on the evening of Halloween,

snow on the ground and my little space

heater under my desk, as my office has

doors on both ends, and neither seal well, so

the wind is whistling through.  Crazy

weather for the last day of October.  Brittany

sent me a photo of the kids Halloween cos-

tumes.  I knew what they were already, as

they visited last weekend and I helped them

get everything together for the costumes, but

I had not seen them wearing them with full

make up before tonight.  The photo is to the

right, as you can see.

Speaking of the last day of October,

which means tomorrow is the first day of

November... November will be the final

month of 10 years of The Buzz Magazine!

We will kick off 11 years with the December

issue.  And what a crazy ride it has been, 

especially this last year.  First we partnered

with the Riverbender.com, then we changed

sizes and switched to a glossy cover and

now.... we just confirmed yesterday that

starting next month we are going to add six

Schnucks & Dierberg stores in the Metro

East as distribution points and NINE (drum-

roll please) Schnucks & Dierberg stores in

St. ClAIR CountY to our distribution

- including Belleville, Fairview Heights, Ca-

hokia, Waterloo, Columbia, O’Fallon and

Swansea! This takes us up to 8,000 copies

being delivered to over 400 distribution

points in 10 counties every single month!  

........................
The main thing I want to cover this

month though is about how important it is

to shop small, and shop local.  Yes, Small

Business Saturday is November 30: the Sat-

urday after Thanksgiving and Black Friday.

And it is very important to support small

businesses on that day.  But it is more im-

portant to support them at every opportunity.

In addition to dedicating the front cover to

this topic, you will see many references to

Small Business Saturday and shopping

small issue throughout this issue.  You’ll

even see more than one story on it.  The first

one written by me, on page 11.  I encourage

you to read it before you start your holiday

shopping, and keep it in mind any time you

need to make a purchase.  It’s so much more

than just Small Business Saturday. 

The same philosophy applies to Thanks-

giving.  Please don’t limit giving thanks and

being thankful to just this one day of the

year.  It is true that everyone has problems,

some big, some small, some may seem

monumental.  But if you are reading this,

then you are living and breathing, so you

have something to be thankful for.  There is

ALWAYS something to be thankful for.

Look for those things.  Focus on those

things.  And BE tHAnkFul.

........................
Don’t forget to save this month’s insert,

the Official Guide to A CHRIStMAS In

CARlInVIllE! This event gets bigger

and better each year and if you have never

attended, maybe this can be the year you do,

and quite possibly it will become a an an-

nual tradition for you, like it has for so

many.

........................
I hope I didn’t forget anyone or anything.

If I did, I will try to make up for it next

month.   Please join us then as we kick off

our 11th year of The Buzz Magazine! In the

meantime...Let it snow!

EDITOR’S NOTES

You can probably see that Bayleigh was a vampire for Halloween but for most 
readers I will have to explain Kaiden’s costume, green wig and all. He is Villain Deku, 
which is an anime character and apparently  all the kids out trick or treating loved his 

costume, especially the girls, and he was eating it up!  

When you see something at 

an independent store that costs 

a little more, try to remember that

Amazon and eBay don’t buy ads 

in the local football program, 

WalMart won’t donate prizes for

your silent auction and Target

doesn’t have kids playing little

league in your local community.

Small business owners DO, and

they offer better customer service

because they do it face.  Support

local small business owners...

the back bone of this country!
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Let’s face it. October is a tough act to fol-
low. With her beautiful colors and bright
blue weather, gregarious October draws us
outside, both physically and mentally. Being
outside to work in the yard or walk down
a country road, or for any darn reason, is
pleasant. Our thoughts go farther afield too.
Leaves come down from the trees, opening
vistas previously hidden to us. Our eyes
view a wider world, and our thoughts
become wider too. Who knows what I’ll
grow in my garden next year? And while
I’m at it, why don’t we start composting?
October whispers in my ear that I can really
do anything I set my mind to.

Who then can blame November for
being loath to compete with her showy pred-
ecessor? Instead, November takes a differ-
ent tact altogether, with muted colors and
temperatures that bring us back inside. Our
thoughts naturally turn inward as well; we
become more contemplative. And so, for her
lovely contribution to the human condition,
November brings Thanksgiving and its
focus on gratitude.

As I count my blessings this Thanksgiv-
ing, I will be grateful, in part, for friends.
Grateful for old friends; the friends that
grow dearer with each passing year. I’m
grateful for new friends. As I’ve gotten
older, my definition of friend has become
less age-based. I now enjoy friends both
considerably older and younger than me.
And I’m grateful for friends that are a com-
plete and total surprise. The friend you
didn’t see coming. The friend you made in
spite of yourself.

The story of this friend begins years ago
with me starting a new job. I had landed
a job I was most proud to have. I enjoyed
the tasks of the job; the purpose of the job.
The job was demanding; it required my abil-
ity to apply all that I had learned and com-
municate it effectively to others. I enjoyed
my workmates. Everyone was helpful and
pleasant. (Cue the ominous music.) Every-
one that is, except this one gal. 

And this gal was a real pain. She was
sure of herself, quick to offer her opinion,
and slow to back down from a professional
disagreement. She was a real fashion-plate
too; always perfectly coiffed and acces-
sorized. Simply put, it was easy to see that
this gal thought she was Miss Thing. This
was a problem. She had clearly not received
the memo that when it came to this job,
I was pretty sure that I was Miss Thing.

We began to circle each other. Assign-
ments that required the two of us working
together quickly became strained. She had
this utterly annoying habit of being able to
think more quickly than me. My suggestions
for solving a problem would often be met
with her explanation of, “Yes, I thought of
that too, but it won’t work because blahdy
blahdy blah.” What was most irritating was
the number of times she was right. Yes, this

gal truly got on my very last nerve. 
What turns two people toward each other

in friendship? I try to put my finger on when
the two of us began to decide no blood feud
was necessary. Just a gradual happening of
little things, I guess. I remember taking her
suggestion without questioning it in an im-
portant meeting. I remember her laughing at
one of my silly jokes. I remember beginning
to admire her quick wit and wicked sense of
humor. I remember her coming to my office
to ask my opinion. Who would have
thought? We had blossomed into friends.

Our job required a great deal of traveling
and the end of an assignment might find us
a bit slap-happy. Our greatest achievement
in this regard was getting kicked out of
a convenience store. There we were in our
power suits, getting way too boisterous over
a vintage video game. When the clerk
strongly suggested our departure, we were
both flabbergasted and chagrined. However,
it eventually became quite a badge of honor
for the two of us good little social service
types. “Yeah, that’s right! We get rowdy!
Stand back!”

After a time, we both moved on to
different jobs, but we certainly kept up with-
each other. Sharing our problems and wor-
ries; our goals and achievements. And
laughing. Lots of laughing. I came to appre-
ciate her no-nonsense style of communica-
tion. If she told me something, I believed it.
She had a knowing way about her.

Fast forward several years later to when
I landed in the hospital. As she came striding
through the door, I was instantly calmed.
My Kate-Spade-purse-carrying pal sat by
my bed and declared, “There is simply no
reason to let yourself go while you’re in
here. I’ve brought you glamour products.” 

I self-consciously raked my hand
through my hair. “But Jo … ,” I said weakly.
She gave a wink and said, “Let’s see what
we have in here.” 

Out of the bag came caring. Handing me
some scented moist towelettes, she said
“Now when you want to freshen up, you can
use these.” She ran one across my arm.
“Doesn’t that feel nice?” The bag included
a collection of comfort products like hand
lotion, candles, dry shampoo, etc. 

“Now get yourself kicked out of here so
we can go to lunch. You’ll be better soon.
I know it.” 

After she had gone, I sat up straighter in
my bed and arranged the sheets. I put on
some lotion and began examining that bottle
of dry shampoo. “No need to just let myself
go while I’m in here,” I thought to myself. 

“… My only prayer is while I live, God
make me worthy of my friends.” Frank
Dempster Sherman.

Your Aunt Lea is thinking of you and looking
for her turkey platter. Reach her at Auntie
Lea 19@gmail.com.

A Letter from Aunt Lea INVESTMENT BUZZ

Is a Recession 
Just Around the Corner?
The yield curve has been inverted 

before every U.S. recession since 1975,
even though sometimes it happens
months or years before the start of a re-
cession. So what is a yield curve and
what does it mean when it is inverted?
The yield curve is a graph depicting
yields on multiple maturities of US
Treasury bonds. Typically it slopes up-
ward as short-term rates are lower than
long-term rates. An inverted yield curve
is a situation in which long-term rates are
lower than short-term interest rates on US
Treasury bonds. This suggests that a re-
cession is expected in which interest rates
will be reduced in the near to mid-term.

The US Federal Reserve’s preferred
measure to gauge an inverted yield curve
is the difference between the 10-year and
three-month treasury yields. The Federal
Reserve considers the yield curve to have
inverted only when the difference in
yields for these two securities remains
negative for 10 consecutive days. The in-
verted yield curve has consistently pre-
dicted a recession in each of the five
occurrences in the last five decades. The
yield curve is a key measure among many
that point to economic distress. However
this does not mean that a recession is 
absolute.

While the yield curve is an important
indicator of a potential recession, it is not
the only thing that is causing investors
anxiety. The possibility of extended im-
peachment hearings certainly could cause
investors to be nervous. Markets do not
like uncertainty and they tend to overre-
act to both good news and bad news.

This is quite possibly one of those
times in the history of the market that
many investors will be engaged in 
a “flight to quality”.  A “flight to quality”
is a risk reduction strategy that is often
employed when investors believe mar-
kets are overheated or a recession is em-

inent. It commonly has investors selling
existing stocks that would appear to be
adversely affected by a recession. Put
more simply, investors and professional
money managers begin selling more
volatile stocks in favor of highly defen-
sive stocks that often may benefit from 
a recession. Highly defensive stocks 
include electric, natural gas, water and
telephone utilities as well as consumer
staples. Consumer staples are companies
that manufacture products that we con-
sume everyday including, but not limited
to, paper goods, food, beverages and
household products such as cleaning and
personal care. Certain industries that
often prosper in a market downturn
are fast food providers such as McDon-
ald’s, deep discount retailers including
Walmart, TJ Maxx, Ross Stores and Dol-
lar General just to name a few. Credit
card processors often do very well during
a recession as people tend to use their
credit cards more during economic down-
turns.

Another key aspect of the “flight to
quality” is shifting investments from 
equities to interest-bearing investments
such as U.S. Treasuries. Federal Reserve
Board Chairman Powell has indicated the
possibility of still lower interest rates and
this can make long-term bonds extremely
attractive low-risk investment. These will
be attractive as a short short-term play as
long as interest rates continue to decline
and remain low. However when rates
begin to rise, it becomes a good sell 
signal for long-term bonds.

The possibility in the next several
months that we may be watching 
impeachment hearings is certainly 
a cause of concern for investors. If you
believe that you should reduce your risk
in your portfolio, now is an opportune
time to examine your current positions
and the risk that you are currently taking. 
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Did you know there are more than 29.6
million small businesses in the United
States, employing nearly 48 percent of the
nation's workforce ? According to the Small
Business Administration (SBA), small busi-
nesses account for the largest number of em-
ployers - 99.9 percent.

Small Business Saturday, the Saturday
after Thanksgiving, is a perfect opportunity
to show your local businesses that you 
appreciate them.  Personally, I try to shop
local, with small business, whenever possi-
ble.  The fact is,  I can’t get everything 
I need with small local business, but what 
I can, I do - and cost is never a factor.   Don’t
limit yourself to shopping local only on
Small Business Saturday either. Buying
local has a positive effect on your wallet and
community any time of year. 

You will find little blurbs about shop-
ping local throughout this issue of The Buzz.
And here are more reasons you should shop
local, and skip the major retailers, whenever
you can. 

When you buy small, you're helping 
a local company stay profitable and encour-
aging growth. A growing small business can
afford to take on additional employees, 
reducing unemployment rates in your area.

The SBA estimates that small business
owners create two out of every three net
new jobs in the U.S. That number could go
up if consumers shifted just 10 percent of
their spending to local businesses.  

Why should you care? Unemployment
precedes poverty. Not only does it cost more
to be poor, neighborhoods start to decline as
occupants are strapped for money to main-
tain their homes. Crime rates increase. 
So do your local taxes as they increase 
to pay for more law enforcement, social
services, etc.

By patronizing local businesses  you're
also creating more job opportunities for
friends, family and neighbors. That means
they likely won't be hitting you up for a loan
down the road!

Consider that for every $100 you spend
at a local small business establishment, $43
goes directly back into the community. But
when you give your business to a national

chain, only $13 return to your community.
That’s a big difference.

Benefits to the community reach even
deeper than your money going to someone
local. The small business spends money in
your community to do business, such as
paying employees and buying needed utili-
ties, equipment and inventory supplies.
Those other local businesses recirculate the
money back into the community in the same
manner. Also, the business owners and em-
ployees spend the money they make in the
local economy. Buying local equals building
a strong local economy.

In addition to building up the economy,
small business owners also often give back
to their local community. As residents with
a deep stake in the welfare of the commu-
nity in general, it's not surprising that small
businesses gives a higher percentage of rev-
enue to their communities than national
chains. Small businesses also tend to be
generous with their goods and services. 

Many household names like Tom's of
Maine, Ben and Jerry's, Callaway Golf and
Dogfish Head got their start as small busi-
nesses. It wasn't just their products that
pushed them over the 500-employee mark
that kicked them up into the big business
category; it was also their customer service.

Small businesses have a small client
base compared to big box retailers, and they
want to keep their customers. They need
your business more than larger business due
to typically smaller customer bases and
smaller markets that they serve, They are
more likely to go above and beyond to add
value, which can include more attentive 
customer service.

Although you might find a one-stop
shop for all your consumer needs in a big

box store, there's nothing like the relation-
ships you'll build when you shop small.
Local business owners learn about their 
repeat customers' needs and preferences,
often anticipating your need, special order-
ing items or staying open late for just for
you. That translates to more money saved in
both time and fuel.

Whether it's locally grown organic food
in a mom-and-pop restaurant or market,
handmade clothing or other retail items,
your local small business person is usually
sharing their passion with the world. Hand-
hewn furniture might not be as cheap as put-
ting something together from a big box store
prefabricated kit. However, you'll have 
a quality piece that lasts over time and might
even become a family heirloom.

And although there's a YouTube video
for nearly everything these days, nothing 
replaces the expert advice from someone
who  has “been there, done that.”  Whether
you're trying to figure out which plant won't
bake or freeze in that bare spot in your yard
or the best deck paint to whether all seasons,
it's good to talk to someone who has the 
experience and knows what they are talking
about. This is your local small business
owner.

When money's tight, it's easy to charge
your purchase to one of the fairly easy-to-
get big box store credit cards, keeping you
in the habit of using major retailers. If your
store card is co-branded with a Visa, Amer-
ican Express, Discover or Mastercard logo,
you can also use it at your local small busi-
ness. Dillard's, Sam's Club, Costco and 
Walmart are just a few co-branded store
cards you might have in your wallet.

Build up reward points by using your
credit cards at small businesses. Although

small businesses pay a transaction fee, the
amount is typically less than 5 percent per
transaction. Debit transactions cost them
more than credit. Visa and Mastercard trans-
actions cost the least, which explains why
American Express and Discover credit cards
aren't accepted everywhere. And many
small retailers have a rewards program that
allows you a certain dollar or percentage
savings after you have spent a designated
amount.

Need a few more reasons to shop local -
reasons that hit you a little harder in the
heart?  Small businesses owners are your
friends, family and community members.
When you buy from a small mom or pop
business, you are not helping a CEO buy 
a third vacation home.  You are helping 
a little girl get dance lessons, a little boy get
his team jersey, a family pay a mortgage,   
a student pay for college or a mom or dad
put food on the table.  

When you see something at an inde-
pendent store that costs a little more, try to
remember that Amazon and eBay don’t buy
ads in the local football program, Walmart
won’t donate prizes for your silent auction
and Target doesn’t have kids playing little
league in your local community. Small busi-
ness owners DO, and they offer better cus-
tomer service because they do it face.
Support local small business owners...
the back bone of this country!

Remember too, small locally owned
business are not just retail stores - although
there enough of those to keep you in retail
bliss for a lifetime!  But they are also your
local automotive repair shop, restaurant,
dentist, butcher and even your local maga-
zine (I had to throw that in there!). 

Every business advertising in this mag-
azine is a small, locally owned business.
Show them some love this Small Business
Saturday, and each and every opportunity
that you can.  Or one day your favorite store
or restaurant may no longer exist.   Make 
a pledge to shop local, dine local, support
local businesses, and our communities will
all prosper because of it!  See it here, buy
it here, keep it here. 

It all starts with you...

Top Reasons You Should 
Shop Small Businesses

SMaLL BuSINESS SaTuRdaY IS NOVEMBER 30Th

BY TaRa L. CaLE
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November is the month that reminds us
of the importance of being thankful for all
we have been given. We are reminded to be
thankful for the food we eat by the feast we
enjoy at the end of the month. Mother 
Nature reminds us to appreciate her with
broad brush strokes of color in the land-
scape. Cold November nights remind us to
be thankful for the warmth and protection of
our homes. And the abundance and diversity
of the books available to us, uncensored,
and the right to read them, without restric-
tion, are a freedom that is not universally 
enjoyed around the world. So as you read

one of these great new books, reflect on the
freedom to read.

Perennial favorite John Grisham is back
in top form with his new and 33rd book, The
Guardians. Grisham’s story of a young man
wrongfully convicted of murder starts in 
a small fictional northern Florida town
where a young lawyer is murdered - shot at
his desk in his office. With no witnesses and
no known motive, the police quickly find
their suspect - a young black man, Quincy
Miller. Miller is run through the system -
quickly tried and convicted and sentenced
to life. Twenty plus years later enters Cullen
Post, former lawyer, turned minister, of
Guardian Ministries, a not for profit that
takes on possible wrongful convictions. 
As he digs into Miller’s case it becomes 
apparent that indeed Miller is innocent - and
that the real persons responsible don’t want
Post to dig any further. Grisham books not
only entertain, they inform readers about the
intricacies of the legal system, and this one
excels at both. Read it, enjoy it - and then
learn that it is based on a true story.

Grisham’s 33rd is absolutely nothing
when it comes to James Patterson books.
Just say “too many to count.” And he’s get-
ting a jump on the holidays with The 19th
Christmas - the latest installment in his
Women’s Murder Club series. If you missed
the first installment some eighteen years

ago, the Women’s Murder Club is the name
for four women - a homicide investigator
with the San Francisco Police Department,
a medical examiner, an assistant D.A. and 
a reporter on the crime desk of the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle - who find themselves 
involved with the murders cases that plague
the streets of San Francisco. But now it’s
December, and with the holiday approach-
ing, each of these women are enjoying a rel-
ative calm in their respective positions.
Crime is down. The streets are quiet. For
now. Little do they know that a criminal
mastermind has enlisted a band of criminals
to divert attention from the deadly act he has
planned for Christmas morning. Unfortu-
nately, unless you are a diehard Murder
Club fan, this one might disappoint. It’s Pat-
terson. It’s a really quick, light read. Which
is exactly why people read Patterson.

With the intelligence community in the
news these days, a true story from a CIA
agent may be more entertaining than any
fiction on the market. And Amaryllis Fox’s
story of her ten years in the CIA in the new
Life Undercover: Coming of Age in the CIA
is just that. Recruited at age 21 as a graduate
student, she starts her career in the CIA 
as an analyst but was moved quickly to 
the Counterterrorism Center. At 22, Fox is
recruited into advanced operations and tells
of her six months at “The Farm”, where she

was trained in the skills agents need to 
operate undercover. In the field, she is 
deployed as a spy in the Middle East and
Asia to infiltrate terrorist groups, using as
her cover the art world - posing as an art
dealer specializing in art works of remote
tribes and indigenous peoples. Fox also tells
of the toll her work took on her personal life.
This book is an eye opener as to the work of
our young undercover operatives in the
world we find ourselves in today.

Another work of non-fiction getting lots
of buzz is Ronan Farrow’s bombshell new
book, Catch and Kill. If you aren’t follow-
ing the works of this terrific young journal-
ist, you are missing some really powerful
work. By now everyone knows of the down-
fall of Harvey Weinstein and NBC news 
anchor Matt Lauer. Each received their due
in headlines. But Farrow goes deeper than
the headlines, and goes far beyond the story
of just those two men. He has written an 
account of the power and influence behind
the scenes that enabled and protected the 
serial abusers for years in not just the tele-
vision and movie industries, but politics and
government, and, beyond that, the extraor-
dinary and frightening ways that those
power brokers tried to keep their story from
coming to light. The title, Catch and Kill,
comes from the method used by certain
media moguls in purchasing the exclusive
rights to embarrassing stories about famous
people (the “catch”) and then not publishing
the story (the “kill”) to protect those indi-
viduals. This is an amazing work of inves-
tigative journalism which powerful forces
tried to keep from coming to light, which
Farrow details, which tells you how impor-
tant it is to read. Keep your eyes on Farrow.
He’s just getting started.

For something a bit more light-hearted,
the ever popular Bill Bryson has a new book
The Body: A Guide for Occupants. Bryson’s
books are witty and informative at the same
time. Always engaging, this time Bryson
turns his eclectic pen towards the human
body. Addressing each part of the body, for
instance the chapter on your mouth and
throat are entitled “Down the Hatch”, you
then work your way to the chapter entitled
“Into the Nether Regions”. We’ll just let you
guess what that one is about. If you liked
your first Bill Bryson book, you’ll like this
one too. It’s always a fun journey with
Bryson - whether it’s discovering Australia
(In a Sunburned Country) or walking the
Appalachian Trail (A Walk in the Woods) or
traipsing around Great Britain (Notes from
a Small Island), he always takes his readers
on an unforgettable read.

These are just a few of the new releases
you’ll find on the shelves of your favorite
bookstore this month. If you find time after
raking those leaves, or instead of raking
those leaves, settle in with a good book. And
appreciate the freedom to do so. Be thank-
ful. And just read.
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The Book Buzz

Be Thankful 
for the Freedom 
to Read

BY BaRBaRa adaMS

Barbara Adams is an attorney and the 
owner of Books & Moore in Hillsboro.



Books make lasting gifts for children
and adults alike.  Publishers routinely 
produce a cornucopia of children’s books
for holiday giving.  I’ve culled the lists to
create these curated selections:

preSchool & Elementary (up to age 8)
The Crayons’ Christmas by Drew Day-

walt and Oliver Jeffers,  ($19.99) - the 
creators of The Day The Crayons Quit bring
the colors back for this special Christmas
edition with ornaments, a poster, and a pop-
up Christmas tree.

Dasher by Matt Tavares ($17.99), 
a young adventurous reindeer follows her
destiny and meets a man in a red suit named
Santa, who has a sleigh.

The Little Fir Tree by Christopher
Drew, ($17.99), what happens to a Christ-
mas tree after Christmas is over, a retelling
of the classic Hans Christian Anderson tale.

I Spy Christmas by Jean Marzollo and
Walter Wick ($14.99), newly updated with
bonus riddles, new search-and-find look,

and a trimmer size.
The Scarecrow by Beth Ferry and illus-

trated by The Fan Brothers ($18.99), 
a scarecrow saves a fallen baby crow creat-
ing a bond between them, but will it weather
the seasons?

The Hundred-Year Barn, by Patricia
MacLachlan and illustrated by Kenard Pak,
($17.99), a hundred years ago a small boy
witnesses his community build a grand red
barn that stands as a symbol of peace, 
stability, caring, and community.

The Shortest Day by Susan Cooper and
illustrated by Carson Ellis ($17.99), New-
bery medalist Cooper and Caldecott honoree
Ellis team up to herald the winter solstice.

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire,
The Illustrated Edition (Middle   
grades 9-12) by J.K, Rowling and illus-
trated by Jim Kay ($47.99), the fourth in the
unique illustrated editions of this widely
popular series.

Child of the Dream by Sharon Robinson
($16.99), Jackie Robinson’s daughter offers

a memoir of 1963, coming of age at the
dawn of the civil rights era.

Complete Baking Book for Young
Chefs by America’s Test Kitchen Kids,
($19.99), ultimate baking book for young
chefs.

The Tyrant’s Tomb by Rick Riordan,
($19.99), book four in the Trials of Apollo
series.

The Mysterious Benedict Society and
the Riddle of Ages by Trenton Lee Stewart,
($18.99), book four of this popular series.

Return of the Temujai by John Flana-
gan, ($18.99), book eight of the Brotherband
Chronicles by the author of the Ranger’s
Apprentice series.

The Fountains of Silence by Ruta
Sepetys (Young Adult Ages 12 and up)

The Fountains of Silence ($18.99), an 18-
year-old boy uses his camera to reveal the
reality of life in 1950s Spain under General
Franco.

Beverly, Right Here by Kate DiCamillo,
($16.99), revisiting the world of Raymie
Nightingale, DiCamillo focuses on tough-
talking, tenderhearted Beverly.

The Last True Poets of the Sea by Julia
Drake, ($17.99), inspired by Shakespeare’s
Twelfth Night, teenaged Violet searches for
the lost shipwreck her great-great-grand-
mother survived and grapples with her fam-
ily’s history of mental illness.

Thirteen Doorways, Wolves Behind
Them All by Laura Ruby, ($17.99), in the
midst of the Great Depression and after their
mother dies, two sisters are left, presumably
temporarily, at an orphanage; but when their
father returns for a visit with a new woman
and out-of-town train tickets, the sisters 
realize they are now on their own.

Top Children’s Book 
for 2019 Holiday Giving
BY gEORgE RISChEL - SLY FOX BOOKSTORE
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John A. Scherschel, MD, FACC, FHRS
has been named president of Prairie Cardio-
vascular in Springfield, IL. Dr. Scherschel
is the fourth president in the group’s 40-year
history and succeeds Marc E. Shelton, MD,
FACC, FESC, who was appointed vice pres-
ident and chief physician executive of Hos-
pital Sisters Health System in March. 

Prior to being named president, Dr. Sch-
erschel served as a clinical cardiac electro-
physiologist at Prairie since 2014.

“It has been a privilege to care for 
patients alongside the talented and commit-
ted providers and colleagues at Prairie,” said
Dr. Scherschel. “The last five years have
given me insight into this tremendous 
organization, and I am honored to take the
lead and continue the tradition of providing
world-class care to the residents of central
and southern Illinois.”

Dr. Scherschel received his undergradu-
ate degree in chemistry from Ball State Uni-
versity and his doctor of medicine degree
from Indiana University School of Medicine
where he also did his internal medicine 
residency and later served as chief resident
in medicine. He completed his fellowship in
cardiovascular disease and was a post-
doctoral research fellow as well as a fellow

in clinical cardiac electrophysiology at the
Krannert Institute of Cardiology at Indiana
University School of Medicine.

He and his wife, Catherine,  have three
children, Elizabeth, Christopher and Caro-
line. Scherschel enjoys boating, biking, 
gardening and spending time with family. 

Dr. Scherschel is a member of the Heart
Rhythm Society and the American College
of Cardiology where he sits on the Electro-
physiology Council. 

Dr. Scherschel’s new title became effec-
tive October 21, following approval by the
HSHS Board of Directors. He will continue
seeing patients in a limited capacity.

About prairie Cardiovascular:
Physicians at Prairie Cardiovascular are

nationally recognized as leaders in cardio-
vascular care. More heart patients are cared
for by Prairie than any other program in 
Illinois. Prairie currently has more than 70
board certified physicians and 50 clinic sites
in Illinois. Prairie is a national leader in the
innovation and development of new diag-
nostic and treatment procedures and contin-
ues to advance medicine with a very active
research program. For more information,
visit www.prairieheart.org. 

Prairie Cardiovascular
Names New President

Dr. John A. Scherschel, MD, FACC, FHRS
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Lincoln Memorial Garden, located on
the shores of Lake Springfield, is 
a woodland and prairie garden with over 
6 miles of trails  which leads you on 
a journey through the Illinois landscape
Lincoln would have known. Depending on
the season you visit, you could discover
springtime dogwoods in full bloom, colorful
prairie wildflowers of summer, burnished
autumn leaves, or snow-covered maple trees
bursting with sap.  It is is one of my favorite
spots in Central Illinois.  My family has
enjoyed walking the trails here for years and
I have traversed the paths myself since I was
a teen.  The history draws me, but it is
mostly the beauty of trees and the shoreline
of Lake Springfield that calls to a special
place in my heart.  Together this combines
to create a wonderful, peaceful setting and
a perfect backdrop if you are looking for 
a place for family or nature photos.

Although Abraham Lincoln never
walked these actual trails, the 100-acre
garden is similar to the paths that  Lincoln
would have walked when the 16th President
was alive. To honor his memory, the garden
is filled with plants native to the states that
Lincoln lived in during his lifetime, in
Kentucky, Indiana, and finally, Illinois.

A visit to the Lincoln Memorial Garden
is not complete without a stop in the Nature
Center.  Visitors enjoy stopping on one of
the footbridges, a look at the pond, gazing
at the Lake shoreline, or taking in one of the

eight stone council rings.  You may also
want to stop and read one of the Lincoln
quotes inscribed on the dozens of wooden
benches found throughout the garden.

The Abraham Lincoln Memorial Garden
story begins with Harriet Knudson, 
a Springfield woman that gained support
from Springfield officials.  Not originally 
a Springfield resident, Knudson, was born
in Montana.  As nurse that training in
Chicago, she met her husband Dr. T.J.
Knudson, and later they moved back to his
hometown of Springfield in 1910.

Interested in gardening, this determined
woman was a founding member of the
Springfield Garden Club and was able to get
Springfield officials on board for the garden
project.  

Next she persuaded the Garden Clubs of
Illinois to adopt the garden as a project in
1934.  The area selected was the area
surrounding the newly created Lake
Springfield, which was formed from 1931-
1935. Prior to creating the lake, the area was
farmland. Knudson convinced Springfield
officials to donate the land for the project.

The vision for the garden was Harriet
Knudson’s, but it was the famous landscape
architect, Jens Jensen, that designed it.   

Jensen was 74 when he came to
Springfield.  His work emphasized natural
environments and native materials.  The
Danish born Jensen is one of the most
famous landscape architects.  He had

previously worked with Frank Lloyd Wright
and designed using the Prairie School of
landscape architecture.

Jensen was known as one of Illinois’
earliest conservationists by the time he
arrived in Springfield to design the Lincoln
garden project.  He is quite famous for
designing several Chicago city parks, plus
the estates of both Henry and Edsel Ford in
Michigan.  He is also well known for
designing estates of several Chicago
businessmen in the city’s North Shore area,
and landscapes and parks throughout the
Midwest.  It is in part because of the design
of this famous landscape architec that
Lincoln Memorial Garden was placed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1992.

According to the history section of the
Lincoln Memorial Garden website,
Jensen’s “…basic plan for the Garden
incorporated a series of connected paths
bordered by various arrangements of native
plants. The design included eight council
rings, circular stone benches to provide
inviting, casual relaxation spots for Garden
visitors.”

When walking the nature paths at
Lincoln Memorial Garden, visitors can
expect to see a variety of native Illinois trees
like groves of oaks and hickory trees along
with small flowering trees such as Redbuds
and Dogwoods along with shrubs and
flowering plants and grasses.

On occasion you may also spy wildlife

like red fox, raccoons, opossums, squirrels,
coyotes, rabbits, chipmunks, deer, and
turtles while walking the trails. Bring
binoculars to watch birds if you are 
a birdwatcher.

Each year in mid-November, Lincoln
Memorial Garden kicks off the Holiday
Season with an annual market featuring
unique hand-crafted items perfect for
Thanksgiving and Christmas gifts and
decorations.

This year the market opens on Friday,
November 22, with a special evening event
from 4 to 7 p.m.  This is an opportunity to
be among the first shoppers. Volunteers will
be serving light refreshments, wine and
cider as an added bonus for early shopping.

The event continues on Saturday,
November 23, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on
Sunday, November 24, from 1 to 4 p.m.
The special holiday sale offerings include
centerpieces, swags, wreaths and one-of-a-
kind Christmas tree ornaments. Talented
area artisans from the Springfield Civic
Garden Club gather during October and
November to make each unique creation.
All of their labor is donated, so the articles
are affordable and exceptional.

The sale is held in the Lincoln Memorial
Garden Nature Center, home to the Split
Rail Shop, a year-round gift store offering
everything from books, jewelry, toys and
garden items to beautiful glass birdbaths and
hand crafted wind chimes. It is the perfect

Lincoln Memorial Garden & Nature Center 

BY CINdY LadagE

100 acres of Natural Beauty in honor of abraham Lincoln

Visitors to Lincoln Memorial garden enjoy stopping 
on one of the footbridges, a look at the pond, 

viewing one of the eight stone council rings, shown
above.  Lake Springfield is seen in the background.
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place to find unique items and stocking
stuffers.

Admission is to the holiday market is
free,  and all of the funds raised by the shop
and the special holiday sale provide funds
for educational programming.

For the second year in a row, they will
be taking family photos with Harriet
Knudson’s horse drawn sleigh during the
Holiday Market weekend. This is an
affordable way to get your holiday photo
taken; Santa Claus will be on hand for
photos, too!

On Sunday, December 8, children ages
5 through 12 will be able to attend a holiday
ornament workshop. Children will have the
opportunity to construct a nature-themed
ornament. All craft items will be supplied
for this event. The program will run from
1:30 to 3 p.m., and the cost is $15 for
members and $20 for nonmembers.
Registration is requried and can be found on
their website.  

And watch for updates on their Holiday
Market Facebook event page:
https://www.facebook.com/events/1425218

690958525.
Several other events to enjoy are held  at

the Gardne each year. These include Indian
Summer Festival, Maple Syrup Time, night
hikes, pancake breakfast, off site craft sales
and camps for kids during the summer
months. Best of all though is just stopping
by and walking the trails at your leisure with
a camera in hand.  It is easy to forget your
troubles while the trees sigh overhead,
leaves crunch under your feet and the sun
reflects from the on the water along the
shoreline.  Bring a book to read as you  sit

on one of the Lincoln benches and forget
your troubles for a spell.  Fall and the
Lincoln Memorial Garden beckons! 

Lincoln Memorial Garden is located at
2301 Lakeshore Drive in Springfield.
Garden Hours are daily, from sunrise -
sunset. The  Nature Center is open Tuesday
- Saturday: 10 am - 4 pm; Sunday: 1 pm - 
4 pm.  For more information, log onto
www.lincolnmemorialgarden.org or call
217-529-1111.

During a trip to Lincoln Memorial Gardem in Springfield you may want to stop and take 
a break at one of the dosens of wooden benches inscribed with quotes from Abraham Lincoln.

Depending on the season you visit Lincoln Memorial Garden, you could 
discover springtime dogwoods in full bloom, colorful prairie wildflowers of summer, 

burnished autumn leaves, or snow-covered maple trees bursting with sap.



Five years ago Karry and Roxanne Hart-
man decided they wanted to own their own
business, but they wanted it to be one that
would help others too. 

After considering several options, they
decided to start dealing in liquidation sales.
This way they could offer  quality, brand
name products to consumers at deeply dis-
counted prices.

Not quite ready to take the big leap of
leasing or purchasing a building when they
were just starting out, they first operated
their business from the garage at their home.
But soon it just wasn’t enough space, and
they opened a small store front on Old Route
66 in Litchfield. 

In less than two years, they had out-
grown that space as well and were fortunate

enough to find a much larger building, with
plenty of storage, and plenty of parking for
customers. The Overstock Shop opened at
817 W. Union/Hwy 16  in Litchfield in
2018. 

The Overstock Shop works with major
retailers such as Target, Walmart, Home
Depot, Macys, Sears, Costco and others..

“Our goal is to be able to price items at
50% off retail,” Karry said, “But often we
can go as much as 75%.”

Items available at The Overstock vary
but include clothing, electronics, furniture,
toys, tools, camping equipment, health and
beauty products, appliances and even home
improvement materials such as doors and
windows.  They also have phone chargers
and accessories, designer purses, such as

Coach, Michael Kors and DKY.
Looking for an area rug?  Automotive sup-
plies?  Dishes or cookware?  Light fixtures
or even a new kitchen sink?  Chances are,
they will have it.

“You never know what you will find,”
Karry explained. “Our inventory updates
weekly, and most items sell fast.”

“If you see something you want, you
should buy it when you see it,” Roxanne
elaborated. “If you leave and come back,
chances are, it will be gone. What we have
is all we have, when it’s gone, it’s gone.” 

Some examples of the savings you can
find at The Overstock shop are:

Nova 16 piece dishware set - retail
$69.99, priced at The Overstock Shop for
$39.99.

Mr. Coffee Expresso Machine - retails 
at multiple big box stores for $99.99 - 
The Overstock Shop Price is just $49.99.

Mosquito Tent - retail $159.99, The
Overstock Shop price, $75.99.

And currently summer shoes are just
$2.99 per pair, because The Overstock Shop
needs to make room for a new shipment of
shoes arriving soon. 

Let me emphasize, the products at The
Overstock Shop are not used, or yard sale
merchandise. Items are all new, most avail-
able in original packaging - quality brands
you know and trust - but at a fraction of the
cost you would pay elsewhere.

To illustrate this point, The Overstock
Shop is an Amazon fulfillment center.

“Over 40% of the items found in our
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Retail Prices Drop at The Overstock Shop
SAVE 50%-75% OFF RETAIL PRICES ON BRAND NEW, BRAND NAME PRODUCTS

BY TaRa L. CaLE

The Overstock Shop in Litchfield, shown above, offers quality brands from trusted retail chains up to 75% below retail prices. 
Items vary from clothing, furniture, home decor and toys to tools, appliances and more. Inventory changes weekly.



store can be ordered online and shipped to
your home through Amazon,” Karry ex-
plained.  “It ships to your home, through our
store.  But...if you purchase it through Ama-
zon, you are going to pay full retail price.  If
you walk through our doors, pick it off the
shelf and take it home with you, you could
save from 50%-75%.”

Now that’s a savings you just can’t 
ignore!  And consumers are  not ignoring it.
Just recently the Hartmans did an “in-house
audit” to find out just how much consumers
were saving when purchasing items from
The Overstock Shop.

“It wasn’t very scientific,” Karry
laughed.  “We just picked one week ran-
domly and evaluated the sales of all items
sold that week at our discounted prices
against what the customers would have paid
if they had ordered through Amazon or pur-
chased them at full retail  price from a major
retailer.”

Savings for that week - just one week - 
totaled $5,700.00.    That  means customers
shopping The Overstock Shop are realizing
over $319,000 in savings per year!  

Have you been to The Overstock Shop
yet?  If you have, have you been there
lately?  It has quickly turned into one of our
favorite, and most fun, places to shop.  We
love saving money.  And who doesn’t?

Maybe you don’t think The Overstock
Shop is ‘your kind of store.”  Maybe you
think The Overstock Shop couldn’t possibly

have anything you want or need.  I encour-
age you to take the time to go in and look
around.  Remember the inventory changes
weekly, so visit often.  Right now is a great
time to save on Christmas lights!  You can
also follow them on Facebook for posts
about specials arrivals. And if you are look-
ing for something specific. The Overstock
Shop has a “wish list.”

“We can’t guarantee we can find the
items you are looking for, but we will 
certainly try,” Roxanne commented.  
The "Wish List" has worked for many cus-
tomers.

Are you ready to save on Christmas
gifts?  Are you ready to save on basic home
necessities, home decor, the clothes you
wear, the tools you need?  Those little extras
you didn’t think were in your budget, can be
in your budget when  you get them at The
Overstock Shop!

The Overstock Shop is located at 817 W.
Union in Litchfield - across the street from
Dairy Queen.  They are open Monday
through Saturday, but exact hours change
with the season, so that is another reason to
follow them on Facebook.  If you are driving
a distance to visit, please call ahead in case
of inclement weather or a questionable hol-
iday.  They are closed  most major holidays.

For  more information call 217-556-
1718.  Karry and Roxanne would love to see
you!
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Roxanne Hartman and her sidekick Nacho invite you to come in to 
The Overstock Shop today to start saving money on items you need and use daily. 



Mark your calendars: Jerseyville’s an-

nual Downtown Country Christmas Festival

takes place this year on Saturday, Nov. 30

throughout the city’s downtown business

district and the Courthouse Square. The fes-

tival will mark its fifth year with this Small

Business Saturday 2019 event.

“This event is a staple in the commu-

nity,” said Michael Ward, the City of Jer-

seyville’s tourism coordinator who also

serves as the festival’s coordinator. “It has

been building over the past four years all

because of a wish first made by a little girl

from our community.” 

That influential young lady from Jersey

County is Tess Drainer, whose mother first

shared with local charity Isaac’s Ray of

Hope about Tess’s wish to share her love of

everything about the movie “Polar Express”

with everyone. 

From that wish, this community wide

festival was born annually marks “every-

thing Christmas.”

“This fifth anniversary will continue the

tradition of holiday excitement for every

child, also bringing back some wonderful

memories for the adults in the community

who attend. The festival is all about kids and

families. It also celebrates the small busi-

nesses in our town and county, providing an

additional platform for everyone to show

their support and emphasize their continued

importance,” Ward added.

The Jersey County Business Association

is among the list of host sponsors of the

event, which is held annually to coincide

with Small Business Saturday. 

JCBA Chamber Director Beth Bear said,

“As a hallmark community-gathering event,

the Downtown Country Christmas Festival

also brings upwards of 5,000 people to

downtown Jerseyville on Small Business

Saturday, providing phenomenal numbers of

shoppers for the merchants, vendors and 

exhibitors who participate. 

“The economic impact is very visible, as

is the sense of community spirit. Commu-

nity businesses, whether downtown or

around town, notice significant increases in

sales and growth in their markets as 

a result,” added Bear.

An extensive lineup of holiday activities

to spark the season’s spirit - no matter what

age you are - will take place from 2 to 8 p.m.

on Saturday, Nov. 30 in the heart of Jer-

seyville’s downtown, along State and Pearl

Streets, and the perimeter.   However, there

is a new opportunity to spark that spirit that

is happening beforehand to help cover the

costs of hosting the Downtown Country

Christmas Festival by the nonprofit group

that organizes the event each year.

On Sunday, Nov. 10, the 1880 Pizza

Pasta House, located at 210 South State

Street in Jerseyville, will be the spot for to

fill hungry bellies while visiting with some

of the most beloved Disney characters. Six

professional portrayals of these characters

will be in the restaurant to visit with. You’ll

also have the chance to sample some of the

cuisine that the new dining venue has to

offer. Photo and souvenir opportunities will

also be available. Tickets are on sale now

for dining reservations at either the 12 noon,

1:30 and 3 p.m. time slots. Spots are filling

up fast, though, so now is the time to make

your reservations. Visit Julie’s Graphics,

103 Lincoln Ave., Jerseyville, or call 618-

639-3548 between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5

p.m. Monday through Friday to secure your

dining times.

Volunteers for the Festival itself are still,

Countdown to Jerseyville’s
Christmas Season Kickoff
5th annual downtown Country Christmas 
Festival to be held on Small Business Saturday

It was the wish of one young Jersey County resident, Tess Drainer, pictured here 
with Jerseyville’s own official Santa Claus, to bring the holiday spirit alive to the entire 

community. From her wish, the annual Downtown Country Christmas Festival in Jerseyville 
was born. Photo courtesy of Downtown Country Christmas Festival/SLS Photo Designs
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and always, needed. Everyone involved

from the planning, coordinating, building,

decorating and staffing is a volunteer for this

community-building event – and the Festi-

val Committee is continually in need of 

additional help. If you are interested, willing

and able to help in any capacity, please let

Ward of any Festival Committee member

know right away. 

For complete details about the fifth 

annual Downtown Country Christmas 

Festival in Jerseyville, visit downtown

countrychristmas.com, email downtown

country christmas@gmail.com or call 618-

791-4462.

Holiday hayrides, hosted by the Tri County Antique Club, are just one part 
of what makes each year’s Downtown Country Christmas Festival in Jerseyville 

an especially unique way to spark the Christmas spirit within.  
Photo courtesy of Downtown Country Christmas Festival/Melissa Meske



Twenty five years ago Bev Goode started
a small gift shop in her home in Greenfield.
She also made custom bows and gift bas-
kets. She was doing a lot of silk floral 
designs for family and friends, and soon
local townspeople began asking for fresh
floral designs as well.

So a week before Valentine’s day she ran
a small ad in the local paper offering her
services.  The ad ran on a Friday, and by
Wednesday she had over 100 orders.

“That was quite a few more than 
I expected,” she laughed, “So I had to call
in some friends and family to help get all the
orders out!”

But that response solidified something in

her mind she already felt in her heart... there
was a real demand for this type of business
in town.

“The house was totally littered with
flowers and ribbon and trash by the time we
finished those orders,” she added. “My hus-
band said if I was seriously about operating
this business, I had to find a different loca-
tion than our home.”

So she did.  
In March of 1997 Bev’s Baskets & Bows

opened at 609B Main Street in Greenfield,
where she still operates to this day.  Origi-
nally she focused on fresh and silk flower
arrangements and filled orders for numerous
weddings, funerals,  homecoming dances,

proms and special holidays.  But as the years
progressed she started adding trendy gifts
and home decor.  Today she also carries
greenhouse plants, unique gifts - including
Melissa and Doug toys - trendy home decor,
ladies boutique clothing and offers tuxedo
rental - which goes nicely with one more
thing she specializes in - wedding planning.

In 2010 Bev began renting various props
for weddings and it was an instant hit.  Such
a hit that she now has a separate building to
house all the props and items available 
to make a wedding unique for the brides to
“shop.”   

Items available for event rental range
from old wooden barrels, chalk board signs,

candles, arches, florals, greenery, back
drops, ceiling drapes, swags, center pieces,
accent pieces, linens  and more - anything
and everything you need, from rustic to for-
mal, can be rented from Bev’s Baskets &
Bows.  An added benefit is that not only are
items available to rent for one day, saving
you a ton of money, but Bev’s Baskets &
Bows also offers complete set up and take
down of your entire wedding, reception or
special event, if you so desire, to help take
some of the stress out of your special day.

“We can be a small part of your wedding
or handle it all, and we do travel,” Bev 
explained.  “We have done weddings from
as far away as St. Louis and Effingham.
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No matter how large or how small, Bev’s
Baskets & Bows can handle it all - effec-
tively, efficiently and affordably.  

“Sometimes we just go in and set up the
center pieces for the tables.  Sometimes we
will just decorate the reception hall. 
It depends on what is requested,” she 
explained.  “Then there are events like 
a barn wedding we did that had 72 hours of
labor.  That was a big one!”

According to Bev, wedding season,
when she was the busiest, used to be May
through September, but now you just never
know.

“Fall weddings are very popular now,”
she said, “And I used to never book wed-
dings in January.  This coming January 
I have four.”

And as if one floral and gift shop plus the
wedding planning services wasn’t enough to
keep Bev and her small staff busy, in 2013
she opened a second store in Carrollton.
Bev’s Baskets & Bows in each town has the
same line of gifts and boutique clothing, but
each has their own individual floral design-
ers.  All wedding planning is handled
through the Greenfield location.

In addition to the gifts, florals, boutique
clothing and wedding planning, they offer
delivery of florals plus balloon and candy
bouquets to numerous areas: Greenfield,
Carrollton, Carlinville, Medora, Chester-
field, White Hall, Roodhouse, Kane, 
Jerseyville and Eldred.

Be sure to visit Bev’s Baskets & Bows at

either location soon and you will no doubt
leave with a must have gift or home decor
item.  The Greenfield store is located at
609B Main Street and can be reached by
calling 217-368-2263.  Greenfield will host
their Christmas Open House on Small Busi-
ness Saturday, November 30. The Carrollton
store is downtown at 502 N. Main Street and
their phone number is 217-942-9119.  Their
Christmas Open House will be Friday, No-
vember 8 and Saturday, November 9. Cur-
rently the stores have separate Facebook
accounts although Bev is considering con-
solidating them to one. And if you are plan-
ning a wedding, be sure to give Bev a call
and find out how she can take away some of
the stress while making it a beautiful, unique
and memorable event.  

Opposite page: Bev’s Baskets & Bows specializes

in complete wedding planning services, 

providing everything from the flowers, to recep-

tion hall decorations, complete set up and take

down, including prop rental.  From rustic wed-

dings to florals, Bev’s has everything needed to

make your wedding unique, beautiful and mem-

orable.  Above: Bev’s Baskets & Bows, with 

locations in both Greenfield and Carrollton, is

also a full service floral and gift shop with trendy

gifts and home decor, boutique clothing and 

delivery of floral, balloon and candy bouquets 

to a broad area. 
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It’s November and gone are the days
when we would spend hours raking up
leaves for the kids to jump in.  Then, we
would rake them up again to make a little
leaf maze for them to run through.  Once, 
I even made a house diagram, made of
leaves, complete with three bedrooms and
two baths, of course.  But my children have
grown and these days my husband and 
I look forward to a more practical use for all
of these leaves.  

Leaf Mold.  It sounds gross, but actually,
decomposed leaves make a fantastic form of
compost that has a rich, earthy scent and 
a dark, crumbly texture.  Leaf mold is much
simpler to make, compared to traditional
compost which must have layers of materi-
als and requires turning.   All that is neces-

sary is a pile of leaves.  A wire bin can be
used to collect leaves and keep them con-
tained while they decompose.  Even better,
those tall paper yard-waste bags are perfect
for holding leaves and the bag decomposes
right along with the wet leaves.  

How long does it take for leaves to 
decompose?  Because leaves are considered
a “brown waste,” made primarily of carbon,
they take a while to break down.  It can take
up to two years for whole leaves in big pile
to decompose.  However, in a bag or a wire
bin you should see some results within six
to twelve months, depending on the weather
and the type of leaves.  Even better, if you
care to speed the process up, simply mulch
the leaves first.  Leaves that were shredded
up in the mower will break down much

faster than those that are left whole.

Leaf mold is a specific type of organic
material that is best used as a soil condi-
tioner.  It doesn’t add much nutritional mat-
ter, however it does improve the soil’s
structure, texture and water-holding ability.
It creates ideal conditions for establishing an
ecosystem of beneficial microorganisms.
Leaf mold is a renewable alternative to peat.
Adding leaf mold to the garden soil will
double the water holding capacity of a sandy
soil.  In a heavy clay soil, leaf mold breaks
down the clumps, creating a well-drained
loam that is so often recommended.

Work leaf mold into your garden by turn-

ing it into the top six inches of soil.  Be care-
ful not to allow too much of the compost to
cover any plant stems.  This can cause the
stem to rot or may provide a haven for
munching insects to infect the plant.  

My favorite part of the concept of com-
posting with leaf mold is that it’s a renew-
able source of organic matter that is FREE!
Who doesn’t like FREE?

The Prairie Land Gardener

Don’t Burn Those Leaves-
Use Them to Make Your 
Own Free Mulch! 

BY aBBY dILLON

Abby Dillon is the owner of La Bella Fiori
Greenhouse and Garden Center in Staunton.
Find out more at www.labellafiori.com.  

A wire bin can be used to collect leaves and keep them contained while they decompose.



The building at 107 West Main Street in
Staunton was originally built in 1908.
It housed Dietiker Men's and Boys' store for
about 50 years and when Dr. Poonam Jain
started her Dental Practice next door in
2007, she felt the beauty and character of the
building and its calming and peaceful pres-
ence were the perfect setting for a yoga stu-
dio.  However, it would not be until 2014
when the adjacent building caught fire that
the building of the studio would start.

After a lot of planning and hard work,
the building was transformed into a yoga
studio. The plaster on the east wall was
removed to expose the original brick behind
it.  The original tin ceiling tiles were restored
to their amazing beauty and after many long
days of restoration, The Studio in Staunton
was ready to open.

The Studio in Staunton - a Yoga and
Wellness Studio - made it’s debut on
November 1, 2015 -  this month marks their

four year anniversary.          
Yoga, as most of you know, is an ancient

practice, rooted in Indian philosophy.
It began as a spiritual practice but has
become popular as a way of promoting
physical and mental well-being. And
although classical yoga also includes other
elements, yoga as practiced in the United
States typically emphasizes physical pos-
tures, breathing techniques and meditation.

The health benefits of yoga are vast.
Research suggests that yoga may help im-
prove general wellness by relieving stress,
supporting good health habits, and improv-
ing mental/emotional health, sleep and bal-
ance.  Many people have reported that yoga
relieved low back and/or neck pain,
menopause symptoms and helped manage
anxiety or depressive symptoms associated
with difficult life situations. Some have said
that yoga helped them quit smoking, lose
weight and generally eased the symptoms of

chronic disease and improved their quality
of life overall.           

And really, it just makes sense, right?
Yoga helps get you moving. Being more
active will accomplish all the things men-
tioned above.  Get  moving - right?  Yoga
can help you do that in a simple, non-stress-
ful, low impact way.  And as you progress
through the classes, everything gradually
gets better!

“The goal of The Studio in Staunton is
to help people obtain a deeper awareness of
their body,” Dr. Jain explained. “The major
objective is to improve flexibility and bal-
ance and teach the use of the breath to bring
the mind into the body, promote living in the
present moment and to improve overall
quality of life.”                         

Everything needed for each class is pro-
vided by The Studio - mats, bolsters, rails
and ropes.  All you need to do is show up,
with a positive attitude.  And no matter what

your experience or skill level is, The Studio
in Staunton has a class just for you.  They
even have “chair” classes for novices that
have limited mobility or flexibility.           

“The chairs assist students that have dif-
ficulty getting down on the floor and back
up again,” Dr. Jain said.  “At first they start
the exercises sitting in the chair.  Later many
graduate to using the chair to help them get
up and down.  Eventually, they may not
need the chair at all.”               

One of the things The Studio in Staunton
has that is lacking in many yoga settings is
rope walls.                   

“The ropes allow for deeper extension
and also aid in balance, to alleviate the fear
of falling during the exercise,” said Dr. Jain.
“With the fear of falling eliminated, the stu-
dent can maximize their movements and
gain greater benefits.”

The rope walls are used for strength
exercises as well. The Studio in Staunton
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Improve Overall Wellness With Yoga
The Studio in Staunton Offers Classes for all ages 

and Fitness Levels To Improve Quality of Life for all
BY TaRa L. CaLE

The Studio in Staunton - a Yoga and Wellness Studio - offers classes for all ages, skill and fitness
levels.  Top photo: A beginner class focuses on basic movements, stretches and balance.  Also on
this page: Students practice more advanced movements and techniques.  Opposite page: Chair
yoga is beneficial to help those with limited mobility begin to become more active, flexible and

healthy. More times for this class have recently been added to the schedule due to its popularity. 



also has a barre room, which is a fusion of
yoga and ballet. There are no size restric-
tions and no age limit for doing yoga - with
the exception that the student must be old
enough to be able to maintain attention dur-
ing the class.

“We have students 80 years old and
older,” commented Dr. Jain.

You can be in great shape, completely
out of shape, or somewhere in between.  No
matter your age or fitness level, yoga can
help you attain better health and overall well
being.

The  Studio in Staunton offers multiple
classes each week.  The instructors are
highly trained and experienced and each has
200 hour Yoga Alliance certified training.
The beginner series, for all age and fitness
levels, meets Sunday mornings from 9-10
a.m., followed by Yoga for Stress Relief
from 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Tuesday and Thurs-
day is Yoga with Mike from 8:30-9:30 a.m.
Chair Yoga is from 10-11 a.m. and Yoga for
all levels is from 7-8 p.m. On Wednesdays
there are chair Yoga classes from 5:30-6:30

p.m., Yoga for all levels from 7-8 p.m. and
Meditation from 8-8:30 p.m.    Sunrise Yoga
is at 7:30 a.m. on Fridays. Other classes
include Hot Yoga and Rope Wall Yoga.
Due to popular demand, the Studio has
recently added additional Chair Yoga classes
on Monday and Wednesday mornings.

The Studio in Staunton offers package
deals for yoga classes at very affordable and
discounted rates.  Everyone is encouraged
to drop by and try a class at any time, or as
often as they want, on a pay-per-class basis.
Hot Yoga and Rope Wall Yoga are $15 per
class for all ages.  All other Yoga classes are
$7.50 each for ages 60 or older, and $10
each for all others.  The 12-week Beginner
Series is $150.00 for the entire series or
$15.00 per class.

The Studio in Staunton is located in
downtown Staunton at 107 W. Main Street.
For more information, a complete schedule
and updated information visit www.Face-
book.com/The Studio in Staunton or call
618-978-1847.    
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Local writer and educator Tom Varner
tried to run away from his father's Route 66
influence, but these days he's fully embrac-
ing it. He has just had his first article in the
national magazine Route 66 published, has
a popular Instagram account, and, from his
first full-length Route 66 trip in 2018, has
some quirky adventures to share.

As so often happens, Varner's Route 66
exposure began with his parents, although
he says that as a college student, he “cut my-
self off from many things I enjoyed and
loved as a child.” But as an adult, he's 
recently returned to his “roots” -  or
“routes”-   particularly rediscovering a full-

blown love for Route 66.
His parents, Gary and Corrine, actually

met on Route 66, on a Presley bus tour from
Chicago to Los Angeles. Gary already had
an interest from his childhood, and Tom 
remembers their home being decorated with
Route 66 signs and memorabilia by his fa-
ther as he grew up. Now, Varner works in
Litchfield, a Route 66 town. And his brother
lives in Tulsa, another Route 66 city.

As his interest in the Mother Road came
back to him, Varner made several partial
trips on the Eastern (Illinois-Missouri) end
of the route and began an Instagram account
to share his excellent photos. He employed

his writing skills to annotate his photos on
social media and to begin writing travel 
articles. (You can follow Tom at Insta-
gram@TomVarner.) He completed the full
Chicago-to-Los Angeles span of the famous
highway in October 2018 with his drive
from Oklahoma City to Los Angeles. That
trip really gave him insight into the signifi-
cance of the beloved “Mother Road” in our
country's history.

Varner made that Oklahoma City-to-Los
Angeles trip in just 13 days, but he packed
it chock-full of not only Route 66 attractions
and scenery, but side trips. Several excur-
sions provided him with some rather strange

occurrences, which became fodder for his
Route 66 magazine essay. 

His first incident occurred at Fort Sum-
ner, New Mexico, an hour-plus drive south
of Route 66. Fort Sumner was the location
of the incarceration of Navajo Indians in the
1860s after their forced march, the Long
Walk. It was also the site where ex-lawman
Pat Garrett shot and killed Billy the Kid.
The Kid is buried in the old fort cemetery,
and Varner didn't want to miss stopping
there. He describes what happened:  
“As I entered the cemetery and headed 
toward the grave..., I felt a very sharp and
distinct jolt of pain above the sock line on

Along Route 66

Writer-Photographer Tom Varner: 
A Local Man’s Adventure on Route 66

BY ChERYL EIChaR JETT

Right: Tom Varner, writer, educator, 
photographer, and Route 66 traveler.

Above: Cruiser’s Cafe, site of the 
hat heist, at Houck, Arizona.

Left: The Painted Desert in Arizona.

All photos by Tom Varner
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my right ankle. For a moment, the pain was 
intense...how many people can say they
were stung by a baby scorpion at Billy the
Kid's grave?” The mark stayed with him
throughout the rest of his trip.

Varner's next strange anecdote stemmed
from a visit at Houck, Arizona, to the now-
closed and mostly abandoned Fort Courage,
a 1970s-era tourist attraction built to resem-
ble the fort in the old TV series “F Troop.”
As he walked through the silent fort, a large
black horse rounded a corner about twenty
feet away from him. The horse stopped, just
until Varner turned to start walking back 
toward the entrance to the fort, and then 
followed him. When Varner stopped and
turned around, the horse stopped. When he
started walking backwards, the horse 
followed, matching his pace. At that point,
Varner broke into a run back to his car.
Looking back, he saw the horse had stopped
briefly at the entryway before streaking past
to disappear around the corner of the block-
ade. With one more look back as he drove
away, Varner spotted the horse once more in
the entryway, standing guard.

In Williams, Arizona, the “next moment
of the absurd” occurred. At Cruiser's Cafe,
he found a booth, ordered his food, and,

having been raised to remove his hat at 
a meal, set his hat down on the booth seat.
When he came back from the restroom 
a few minutes later, his hat was gone. After
looking all around, he finally spotted it –
under the chair of a small boy eating with
his family. “When our eyes met, he 
grimaced in the knowledge of being
caught,” Varner said. He retrieved his hat
silently, met with equal silence from the
family, ate his meal, and continued his trip.

His 66 journey ended, as most do, at the
Santa Monica Pier. The trip, the legendary
sites he saw, and his “absurd” experiences
prompted his essay for Route 66 magazine.

When not being stung by a scorpion,
stalked by a horse, or getting his cap stolen
on a Route 66 trip, Tom is an avid reader and
loves movies and community theatre. 
He's been a part of Hard Road Theatre 
Productions in Highland, Illinois, for many
years. I don't know about the rest of you, 
but I can hardly wait to hear what adven-
tures he will have on his next Route 66 
trip!

Above: The now-closed Fort Courage tourist attraction at Houck, Arizona.
Below: One of the local burros in Aotman, AZ and the grave 

of Billy the Kid, Fort Sumner, New Mexico.

Cheryl Eichar Jett is the author of numerous books and
articles on Route 66. You can follow her 
travels at www.route66chick.com.
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A one-of-a-kind artifact was recently
donated to the DeMoulin Museum in
Greenville.  A doll from the 1940s with
a unique connection between DeMoulin
Bros. and World War II is now featured at
the museum.  

In December 2017, the museum was
contacted by the heirs of Susan McCracken
White, an Alabama resident, concerning
a doll she owned while growing up in
Greenville.  The doll’s outfit was made by
DeMoulin.

According to her son, David White,
“My mother received this doll as a child.
Its uniform was made by DeMoulin Bros.
and modeled after the uniform her father
was wearing during World War II.  The doll
has long been referred to as the ‘daddy doll’
in our family.  It was her wish to see that this
doll was donated to the DeMoulin Museum
after her death.”

Susan’s father was William L. Mc-
Cracken, a Greenville native, who ran his
own dental practice in Greenville until join-
ing the US Army Dental Corps from 1943
to 1946.  Dr. McCracken was Chief of Den-
tal Service for the 55th Field Hospital, serv-
ing with this unit at Hawaii and Okinawa.
He was discharged as a captain and later
move to Alabama where he had a successful
career in dentistry.

DeMoulin Museum curator John Gold-
smith is thrilled to showcase the doll.  

Goldsmith said, “Although the company
was manufacturing military uniforms for the
war effort, the uniform worn by this doll is
a one-of-a-kind DeMoulin creation made
specifically for Susan.  We may never know
which DeMoulin employees were involved

in this special project, but their handiwork
will be permanently displayed, thanks to
Susan McCracken White.” 

White passed away August 26, 2017.
The “daddy doll” was shipped to the mu-
seum in February of this year.  Johnson’s
Signs and Designs of Greenville created
a special case for the doll, which is now
permanently on display at the DeMoulin
Museum.

During the month of November, in con-
junction with Veterans Day, the museum
will spotlight military uniforms made by
DeMoulin Bros.

Founded in 1892 as a manufacturer of
lodge paraphernalia and regalia, DeMoulin
Bros. & Co. of Greenville, Illinois is one of
the nation’s leading makers of marching
band uniforms. The company’s diverse
production history has included graduation
caps and gowns, choir robes, church and
lodge furniture, and lodge initiation devices.

The DeMoulin Museum, founded in
2010, pays tribute to the founders, employ-
ees, and amazing products created by this
unique factory.  Though the museum con-
tains examples of many of  DeMoulin’s cre-
ations -  it is the only public museum in the
United States to have gathered so many
lodge initiation devices – including the
Bucking Goat; Invisible Paddle Machine;
and Lifting and Spraying Machine -  which
have attracted visitors from over 30 states.

The DeMoulin Museum, located at 205
S. Prairie Street in Greenville, is open Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. or by ap-
pointment.  For more information, call the
museum at 618-664-4115 or visit their web-
site at www.demoulinmuseum.org.

New Artifact at 
Demoulin Museum
Tells WWII Story

Former Greenville resident Susan McCracken (White), as a child with her “daddy doll.”
The doll’s uniform was made by DeMoulin Bros. and modeled after the uniform her father
was wearing during World War II.  It was her wish to see that this doll was donated to the

DeMoulin Museum after her death. She passed away August 26, 2017 and the doll was
shipped to the  museum this past February, where it is now on permanent display.   
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Low Carb Broccoli gratin
with Swiss and Parmesan

IngREDIEntS

8 cups fresh bite-size broccoli flowerets

1 1/2 cups finely grated swiss cheese

8 T mayo (use a combination of light  

and full-fat mayo if you prefer)

1 1/2 T fresh squeezed lemon juice

3/4 tsp. Dijon mustard

fresh ground black pepper to taste

3 T finely chopped green onions

1/4 cup finely grated Parmesan cheese

DIRECtIonS

Blanch the broccoli just two minutes
minutes in boiling salted water, then drain
well.

Mix together grated Swiss cheese,
mayo, lemon juice, Dijon, and finely
chopped green onion to make the cheese
topping.

Put drained broccoli in a low-sided
glass or crockery casserole dish, then
spread the cheese topping over the top.

Sprinkle the finely grated parmesan
over the top.

Bake about 30 minutes, or a little
longer if you like it well-browned. Serve
hot.

Yield: Makes 8 servings

Prep Time: 15 minutes

Cook Time: 30-32 minutes

Total Time: 45-47 minutes

Thanksgiving will soon be here and if
you’re like me - and most people are I think
- you will probably eat some things you that
may have hidden fat, hidden calories or at
least are not very healthy.  But they sure
taste good, don’t they? And my problem is
not what I eat that day, but also the next, and
the next!  I have a hard time not utilizing all
leftovers, completely.

Eating healthy can taste good, and this
Broccoli Gratin with Swiss and Parmesan
recipe proves that.  It’s  a great option for a
low-carb Thanksgiving side dish, and may
keep you from feeling so hungry for some
of the other things that are hard to pass up.

Personally, I love broccoli with cheese
anyway.  Or broccoli and cauliflower with
cheese.  Green beans with cheese.  Grilled

cheese... okay I love cheese!  But I got side-
tracked -  this is about broccoli!  

Broccoli Gratin with Swiss and Parme-
san is both low-carb and gluten-free, so if
you’re looking for a more carb-conscious
vegetable option for Thanksgiving, I think
this recipe is perfect.  I think this time I may
even throw in some chopped onion and
bacon, that sounds yummy doesn’t it?
Maybe some mushrooms...

Don’t be shy to alter the basic recipe
however you want to suit your taste.  Just be
aware of what you add, and the carbs, 
calories, etc that you are conscious of and
how it changes the original recipe.

Happy Thanksgiving to all!

Follow My Fitness

For the Love of...
Broccoli
BY TARA L. CALE  

YOU CAN’T BUY 

HAPPINESS

BUT YOU CAN 

BUY LOCAL
AND THAT’S 

KIND OF THE

SAME THING!
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grandma’s Chocolate 
Bishop’s Pie

IngREDIEntS

CRUST

8 graham crackers, crushed

1/4 cup sugar

1/4 cup butter, melted

PIE

1 large box instant chocolate pudding

1 large box instant vanilla pudding

2 cups milk

1/2 gallon ice cream — chocolate or

vanilla is fine, or get creative with

chocolate chip or mint

TOPPING

Cool Whip

chocolate bar, for garnish

DIRECtIonS

Preheat oven to 350°F.  Mix together
crushed graham crackers, sugar and butter
in a medium bowl.

Grease a 9-inch glass pie plate and press
the graham cracker mixture into the bot-
tom of the plate and up the sides of the
dish.

Bake crust for 5-8 minutes and set aside
to cool. Turn oven off.

Once the crust is completely cooled,
mix pudding and milk together. Start with
half of the ice cream and incorporate, and
continue to add until achieving a desired
consistency. Pour into a crust and place in
the refrigerator.

Let pie sit overnight, or about 8 hours.
Once ready to serve, top with Cool Whip
and shave a chocolate bar over the topping
for garnish. Slice and serve cold.

Last month I told you about how maca-
roni and cheese was a staple at family gath-
erings (yes, I will be completing in the
mac-n-cheese war this upcoming Thanks-
giving with the recipe from last month) , but
there is another constant when we all get 
together. My Grandma’s Chocolate Bishop
Pie.

Originally this pie was a rare treat that
we got only when we visited Grandma  And
she lived in a different state, so once or
twice a year was it.  (She also always had
mac-n-cheese, go figure!).  I grew up think-
ing this was a sacred recipe that she devel-
oped herself.  No one I knew, other than
family, had ever tasted, or even heard of this
pie.  I never saw it served elsewhere.  And
even my own mother did not have the
recipe.  So yes, it was a very rare treat and
we were in awe of Grandma for making it.

Then one day my mother announced that
she had gotten this recipe from Grandma.
And Glory Be, it’s been at every family
gathering since.  

I have not met a single person that does
not only like this pie, but can’t wait until the
meal is over so they can have a piece.  Sure
we will have pumpkin pie, sweet potato pie,
maybe even some apple pie, at Thanksgiv-
ing.  But I can guarantee there will be no
less than two of Grandma’s Chocolate
Bishop’s Pie, and  most likely, at least four.
Because if someone doesn’t get a piece, they
will not be happy.  And we can’t have that.

This recipe is how Grandma made it,
homemade crust and all, but I am here to tell
you, it is almost as good in store bought gra-
ham cracker crusts too.  So give yourself 
a little break this year, buy the premade
shells and make this pie!   

Buzzin’ Around the Kitchen

The BEST EVER
Chocolate Pie  
BY CHEF ANTHONY
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Seldom have two minutes meant so
much. 

November 19 marks the anniversary of
the Gettysburg Address, a two-minute ora-
tion that is considered among the greatest
speeches in American history.

The address was part of ceremonies to
dedicate a soldiers’ cemetery at Gettysburg,
where the epic Civil War battle had been
fought four months before, on July 1-3,
1863. Edward Everett, the Massachusetts
politician and famous orator who had run
against Lincoln in the 1860 election, was to
deliver the main address.

The President’s appearance was almost

an afterthought. On November 2, Gettys-
burg lawyer David Wills, who created the
cemetery and organized the ceremony,
invited Lincoln to add “a few appropriate
thoughts.”

Lincoln, two personal secretaries, and
three Cabinet members took the train from
Washington to Gettysburg the day before the
ceremony, and the President spent the night
in Wills’ home. 

Thursday, Nov. 19, 1863 proved warm
and bright, and Lincoln led a procession to
the cemetery, which contained only a third
of its eventual 3,512 graves. The others had
yet to be moved from their scattered burials

across the battlefield.
An audience of over 15,000 heard a stir-

ring two-hour oration from Everett, fol-
lowed by the President. In a mere 272 words
and ten sentences, Lincoln summarized the
meaning of the Civil War and why the war
must be fought and won. 

Lincoln began his address with the
famous words “four score and seven years
ago,” or eighty-seven years, referring to the
1776 Declaration of Independence that he
considered the basic document in American
history. His oration is also cited for both its
Biblical references and its moral tone.

“It was like a sermon,” said Dr. Wayne
Temple, a nationally respected Lincoln
authority from Springfield, IL. “There was
a definite religious tone to his words.
In many ways, he spoke from the soul.”

Contrary to popular myth, Lincoln did
not scribble the speech on the back of an
envelope on the train trip from Washington.
An early draft was partially completed in the
White House on executive mansion sta-
tionery. Lincoln wrote the remainder at
Wills’ house the night before the ceremony.

Some medical researchers believe
Lincoln was on the cusp of a mild case of
smallpox. He had complained of weakness
on the train trip, and his personal secretary
John Hay remembered Lincoln’s face as
“a ghastly color” during the address. He was
sickly that evening and ill for several weeks
afterward.

The President was also burdened by the
sickness of his young son, Tad, in Washing-

ton. First Lady Mary Lincoln, remembering
the loss of another Lincoln child the previ-
ous year, believed the President should skip
the Gettysburg appearance in case he was
needed at home. She sent periodic telegrams
with updates on Tad’s condition while her
husband was in Gettysburg.

The audience response is debated. Some
historians, such as Shelby Foote, label the
reaction “barely polite.” Other onlookers
were unaware that the President’s speech
had even begun, and were surprised that it
was finished.

However, many believe the speech was
well-received, and that Lincoln quickly
detected that reaction. Dr. James Cornelius,
the former Curator of the Lincoln Collection
at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library
and Museum in Springfield, notes that the
crowd showed its appreciation.

“There was a hesitation after he spoke,
and that may have been partly due to the
brevity of the address,” said Cornelius. “But
the audience clearly responded well. Reli-
able sources indicate there was a stomping
of feet, cheers, and applause.”

Also debated is Lincoln’s opinion of his
performance. Ward Hill Lamon, a former
Lincoln bodyguard who was marshal for the
event, wrote that the President told him
afterward the speech “won’t scour,” a refer-
ence to plowing.

Cornelius, though, argues that the Presi-
dent had “obvious pride in the speech. The
New York and Washington papers reprinted
the speech in its entirety, and the response
is reflected in the number of handwritten
copies that were requested of Lincoln.”

A total of five personal copies were
requested. Everett was among them, writing
Lincoln the next day that “I should be
glad...if I came as near the central idea of the
occasion in two hours as you did in two
minutes.” Everett’s copy is held at the Abra-
ham Lincoln Presidential Library in Spring-
field.

Reaction in the media was split along
party lines. The Democratic Chicago Times,
long a critic of the President, called the
speech “silly, flat, and dishwatery.” Others
in the press were moved. The Springfield
(Mass.) Republican declared it “a perfect
gem,” and the Chicago Tribune wrote the
address “will live in the annals of man.”

Today, most historians consider the
Gettysburg Address one of Lincoln’s two
greatest orations, along with his second
inaugural.

“Lincoln reminded people that the Union
was worth fighting for,” said Cornelius.
“As his words said, a new birth of freedom
was coming. The many who had died could
not be allowed to die in vain, and those
freed by the Emancipation Proclamation
could not be allowed to taste freedom only
briefly.” 

Tom Emery is a freelance writer and  
researcher from Carlinville. He may be
reached at ilcivilwar@yahoo.com or 217-
710-8392.

Illinois History

Gettysburn Address 
Resonates 155 Years Later

BY TOM EMERY

Two Minute Oration Considered among 
the greatest Speeches in american history
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The most famous shipwreck in Great
Lakes history is the loss of the Edmund
Fitzgerald in 1975. Seventeen years before,
another November storm also claimed 
a heralded freighter, with an even greater 
casualty total.

That was the wreck of the Carl D.
Bradley, a 639-foot steamer that broke up in
northern Lake Michigan amid brutal
weather conditions on Nov. 18, 1958.

Only two of the ship’s 35 men survived
the sinking, which is one of the last great
shipwrecks on the Lakes and the largest up
to that time.  Like so many other major
wrecks on the Lakes, the Bradley went
down on its last run of the season amid the
infamous gales of November. 

Launched in April 1927, the Carl D.
Bradley was owned by U.S. Steel and
hauled limestone for the Michigan Lime-
stone & Chemical Company, based in
Rogers City, Mich. Named for the late Pres-
ident of Michigan Limestone, the self-
unloading freighter was the largest ship on
the Lakes until 1949.

The Bradley drew a depth of 33 feet with
a capacity of 14,000 tons of crushed stone.
In 1929, the ship delivered a record cargo
for the Lakes at the time, when it carried
18,114 tons of limestone - enough for three
hundred rail cars - for deposit at Gary, IN.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Though the ship was the pride of the
company and was one of the busiest on the
Lakes, 1958 had proved a down year, as 
a labor dispute forced the Bradley out of
commission for several weeks earlier in the
season.

In addition, the ship had grounded twice
in the previous year, incidents that both went
unreported. The Bradley was scheduled to
receive a new hull in the offseason in 1958
and apparently, it was overdue. Rumors

abounded that the ship was full of rust and
had to keep the pumps on full volume. 

Even the captain, Roland Bryan, had
concerns. In a letter to a lady friend, he
wrote “this boat is getting too ripe for much
weather,” while in another letter, he penned
“the hull is not good…have to nurse her
along.”

In mid-November, the Bradley made its
final run of the season - or so the crew
thought. The ship dropped a load of lime-
stone at Gary and was sailing for dry dock
and the scheduled repairs. The Bradley was
mere hours from docking when Bryan 
received a call from the company, ordering
one more run from Rogers City. 

This last-minute directive annoyed the
crewmen, who were worried that they may
not make it home in time for Thanksgiving.
But the Bradley carried out its mission,
dropping off its cargo at Buffington, IN, on
November 17. At 9:30 that evening, the
Bradley cleared the Buffington harbor on
the way back to Rogers City.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

By then, the weather had severely dete-
riorated.  A massive cold front was sweeping
over the Upper Midwest, dropping temper-
atures in Chicago over 20 degrees on the
seventeenth. At 4 p.m. on November 18,
winds on Lake Michigan were gusting at 65,
with waves topping forty feet.

Though the November 1958 storm was
one of the worst on the Lakes in recent
memory, the men of the Bradley were not
concerned, as many had seen that kind of
weather - or worse - before. Now empty
against raging seas, the ship loaded its bal-
last tanks with 9,000 tons of water, hugged
the Wisconsin shoreline for most of the trip
north, and eventually turned deeper into
Lake Michigan, nearing Gull Island in the
archipelago on the north turn of the lake. 

At 5:30 p.m. with the Bradley twelve
miles southwest of Gull, First Mate Elmer
Flemming radioed Rogers City, saying they
expected to arrive around 2 a.m. He had
barely uttered those words at 5:31 when 
a “loud thud” was heard, and the stern began
to sag. 

It was clear that the Bradley had suffered
a major fracture, and was breaking up. Con-
tact with the ship was lost at 5:45, only four-
teen minutes later. Several cries of
“Mayday” went out, and a voice, possibly
that of Bryan, was heard in the background
screaming for men to “run, grab life jack-
ets.”

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Nearby, the 250-foot German freighter
Christian Sartori tried to make it to the site,
but the vicious seas forced a four-mile trip
of ninety minutes. The captain of the Sartori
later reported that he saw an explosion com-
ing from the Bradley, likely the result of
boilers that blew up when mixed with the
cold lake water pouring into the dying ship. 

The famed Coast Guard cutters Sundew
and Hollyhock were also ordered out, but to
little avail in the horrid conditions. The cap-
tain of the Hollyhock later compared the
seven-hour run from Sturgeon Bay as 
“a visit to hell.”

Four men from the Bradley managed to
make it onto one life raft, and two of them
perished before the tiny craft was found by

the Sundew at 8:37 a.m. the next morning.
The two survivors, Flemming and 26-year-
old deckhand Frank Mayes, reportedly had
icicles in their hair.

Eighteen bodies were eventually recov-
ered, and Rogers City, a small town of
3,873, was rocked by the tragedy. Mass 
funerals were held as the community tried
to come to grips with the disaster.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Like many high-profile shipwrecks, the
inquiry was controversial and convoluted.
Though Mayes fervently repeated his story
that the Bradley had ruptured, U.S. Steel 
denied his testimony and eventually fired
him.

Adding to the discord was a finding by 
a California firm hired by U.S. Steel to sur-
vey the wreck, an effort that claimed the
ship was in 375 feet of water in one piece.
As a result, the inquiry, and succeeding
media reports, claimed the ship was lost to
“an act of God.”

Some modern observers believe that had
the inquiry concluded that the Bradley was
in two pieces, U.S. Steel would have been
accused of improper maintenance, with 
a much higher liability. The company settled
with the victims’ families for much less than
they were asking.

In 1997, a dive confirmed Frank Mayes’
version that the Carl D. Bradley had, in fact,
broken in half.

Loss of Carl D. Bradley is 
One of Lake’s Largest Shipwrecks

BY TOM EMERY

The wreck of the Carl D. Bradley claimed even more lives than the loss of the famous 
Edmund Fitzgerald.  Only two of the 35 men manning the ship survived. 
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With a rich, vibrant history and a recent
upgrade, the Farmersville Opera House
is ready and waiting to once again be a focal
point for the community.  From the early
1900s to the mid 1950s the building was
used for everything  from church and school
activities to dances, variety shows and more.
Some more seasoned Farmersville residents
remember  bands like the Jivin’ Five and the
Gifford Players being regulars at dances and
wedding receptions held in the second floor
stage area of the Opera House.  Believed to
have been built around 1900, this is the time
Farmersville became a sort of boom-town
when the coal mine opened.  Opera Houses
were frequently erected in small towns dur-
ing this era, however the stone with “Opera
House” engraved on Farmersville’s building

Until 2011 when a group of Farmersville
residents began a common quest to revive
the old building, it had stood virtually still
and worn by time.  The Farmersville Revi-
talization Committee, comprised of Rose
Cawthon, Mary Jane Schmidt and Teresa
Todt, made it their mission to save and
restore the old building.  The committee
held numerous fundraisers and applied for

and received a grant from the Montgomery
County Economic Development Corpora-
tion.  Many generous  donors contributed
and the village board helped as well.  All
dollars raised went to give the old building
a facelift. 

A new roof and gutters were installed,
brick work, including tuck pointing was
completed and new windows installed,
including store fronts.  Today, the building
is totally secure.

Located on the north side of the village
square, the building is owned by the Village
of Farmersville.  They are currently in the
process of accepting sealed bids.  Bids can
be submitted to: Farmersville Village Clerk,
P.O. Box 265, Farmersville, IL 62533 or for
additional information, anyone is welcome
to attend a village board meeting, held the
first Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at
the Farmersville Town Hall.  (If Monday
falls on a holiday, the meeting will be held
on the first Tuesday of the month.)  For
interested individuals who wish to view the
building, arrangements can be made by call-
ing 217-341-5783.

Historic Building in 
Farmersville For Sale
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A local event planner has taken the bull

by the horns to organize the first ever Town

Wide Small Business Saturday event for her

hometown of Taylorville.

Megan Dain Weddings and Events is the

force behind this effort to get people to Tay-

lorville for a festive shopping bonanza.

There are over 60 businesses already on

board and 25 vendors participating in this

special event to be held Saturday, November

30, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.   

A scavenger hunt and walking bingo are

planned to get shoppers to as many as the

participating businesses as possible, and

each business will also have their own indi-

vidual celebration at their store.  This may

include refreshments, special drawings for

door prizes, special sales and more.  

Headquarters for the event are at US

Bank, located at 108 W. Market Street.  This

is where you can pick up your shopping

maps, bingo cards and selfie scavenger hunt

details.  Vendors, including Megan Dain

Weddings and Events, will also be set up at

the bank. 

Rosati’s Pizza at 114 W. Market Street

will feature vendors upstairs and offer  free

appetizers, while supplies last.

“The businesses of Taylorville are

thrilled and excited that Megan  took it upon

herself to get this ball rolling,” commented

Sheila Yost, owner of Cottage Rose Gift

Shoppe in Taylorville, of the many busi-

nesses participating.  “There are so many

specialty shops here in town that  have been

combining forces to help Taylorville be rec-

ognized as a ‘shopping destination’,  and

this event is really going to reinforce that

concept.”

Although a lot of planning has already

been done, and much of the event is con-

firmed and in place, the event is still grow-

ing with more businesses and special

happenings being added frequently.  Stay

updated by joining their event page at

Facebook.com/ events/2694040537281891.

Town Wide Small 
Business Saturday
Planned for Taylorville

BY TaRa L. CaLE

WaLKINg BINgO
SELFIE SCaVENgER huNT
ShOPPINg EXLuSIVES @
MuLTIPLE VENdORS aNd

PaRTICIPaTINg BuSINESSES
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Over 400 sets of brothers have played
Major League Baseball, including such 
famous names as DiMaggio, Aaron, Alou,
and Niekro. A pair of brothers from Greene
County are among them.

Monte and Chappie McFarland, who
were both born in White Hall, made it to the
majors around the turn of the century, the
highlight of their respective careers in pro-
fessional baseball. Monte briefly pitched for
the franchise that became the Chicago Cubs,
while Chappie was part of the starting rota-
tion for the St. Louis Cardinals.

The elder of the two was Monte, born
Lamont Amos McFarland on Nov. 7, 1872.
A 5’10, 175-pound righthander, he broke
into pro ball in 1895 and that September,
started two games for the Chicago Colts.
The franchise was renamed the Cubs in
1903.  McFarland picked up complete-game
wins in both starts for the Colts, who were
fourth in the twelve-team National League
at 72-58.

Monte also made four appearances, with
three starts, in 1896 for the Colts, who fin-
ished fifth at 71-57. However, he took the
loss in every appearance, finishing 0-4 with
an adjusted ERA of 9.00. Control was
clearly an issue, as he gave up 21 walks in
25 innings against only three strikeouts.

It would prove to be his last major-
league action. Monte spent the rest of his 
career in the minors, spending part of the
1901 campaign and all of the 1902 season
at Class A. The current designations of Class
AAA, AA, A, and rookie level began in
1963.  In earlier days, leagues were classi-
fied in descending order as AA, A, B, C, and

D.  
From 1903-05, McFarland served as 

a player-manager with the Decatur franchise
in the Class B Three-I League, one of the
top minor league circuits of the Midwest.
Afterward, he was player-manager for
Three-I franchises in Dubuque (1906) and
Clinton, Iowa (1907).  

Bill Kemp, librarian/archivist of the
McLean County Historical Museum in
Bloomington, has extensively studied the
Three-I. 

“The league was one of the more stable
and longer-running of the low minor
leagues,” he said. “It was not uncommon for
the better players in the league to make the
jump straight to the major leagues.”
Monte’s last pro action was with the Clin-
ton, Illinois franchise of the Class D Illinois-
Missouri League in 1910.  That season, he
may have played against Jacksonville,
a league member that year. Monte McFar-
land later was an umpire in the Class D Wis-
consin-Illinois League, and died at age 41
from pneumonia in Peoria on Nov. 15, 1913.
He is buried in White Hall Cemetery.

Meanwhile, his younger brother Chap-
pie, who was born Charles Amos McFarland
on March 13, 1875, was carving his own 
career in pro ball. An Illinois College prod-
uct, the 6’1 righthander made his pro debut
with the Dubuque franchise of the Class B
Western Association in 1898. During the
1901 season and for part of the next year, he
was also in the Three-I, with Cedar Rapids.

Chappie first appeared in the majors with
the Cardinals in September 1902, pitching
in two games. He was a regular in the St.

Louis rotation in 1903, with 25 complete
games in 26 starts as he logged 228 innings
and fashioned a 3.07 ERA. 

However, the Cardinals of that era were
a laggard, low-income franchise, and did not
sustain any success until executive Branch
Rickey developed a farm system, the first of
its kind, in the 1920s. In 1903, St. Louis fin-
ished dead last at 43-94 with a weak-hitting
lineup that gave Chappie very little support,
forcing him to settle for a 9-19 record.

The Cardinals improved to 75-79 in
1904 and Chappie’s record went with it. He
was 14-18 with a 3.21 ERA in 269.1 
innings, picking up 28 complete games in
31 starts while fanning a career-high 111.
But St. Louis slid back to a 58-96 mark in
1905 despite Chappie’s best efforts. He was
8-18 with a 3.81 ERA and 22 complete
games in 28 starts, logging 250.1 innings.

Chappie ultimately split the 1906 season
between three franchises, St. Louis, Pitts-

Brothers from 
Whitehall Both Played
Maor League Baseball
BY TOM EMERY

The White Hall baseball team in 1896.  Monte McFarland is in the back row on 
the far right.  Chappie McFarland is in the front row, far right.
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burgh, and Brooklyn, which was then named
the “Superbas” in an era before their leg-
endary Dodgers run.  In all, he saw action in
only 13 games with a 3-5 record and 
a 2.87 ERA.

His last major league appearance was
with Brooklyn that August 7. In his career,
Chappie appeared in 106 major league
games with a 34-61 record and a 3.35 ERA.

Much of the rest of his career was spent
in the minors at the Class C level.  He spent
the entire 1908 season and part of 1909, his
last year in pro ball, with the Houston fran-
chise of the Texas League.

Chappie ultimately settled in Houston
and opened the city’s first vaudeville theater.
He later managed three movie houses in the
city and was also the proprietor of a hotel.
Despite controversies of the era, he contin-
ued to show movies starring comedian Fatty
Arbuckle, much to the chagrin of the city’s
Board of Censors.

He lived in one of the city’s fine neigh-
borhoods and was playing golf at a local
country club on Dec. 14, 1924 when he suf-
fered a fatal heart attack at age 49. Chappie
McFarland is buried in Houston.

Brothers are the most common family
combinations in baseball history. By com-
parison, some 240 father-son combinations
have played in the majors, while there are
five families who have sent three genera-
tions to the big leagues. Twenty-one sets of
grandfathers and grandsons have played
major league baseball.
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The first Thanksgiving is often associ-
ated with the Pilgrims.  Over two centuries
later, President Lincoln was the first to make
it official. 

The official designation of 1863 is the
most lasting of the nine proclamations for 
a day of thanks issued by Lincoln during his
presidency.

The idea of a thanksgiving was nothing
new. On Oct. 3, 1789, George Washington
had issued a proclamation for a day of
thanksgiving, scheduled for November 26
of that year. It had been celebrated on vari-
ous days throughout the nation, as many
states had their own designations. 

“Thanksgiving had much of its actual
origins in religious proclamations by bish-
ops,” said Dr. James Cornelius, the former
Curator of the Lincoln Collection at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and
Museum in Springfield. “Forms of thanks-
giving had been celebrated throughout much
of New England, and continued through
colonial times.” 

The impetus for an official national day
of Thanksgiving came from Sarah Josepha
Hale, the 74-year-old editor of Godey’s
Lady’s Book, a popular women’s magazine.
Hale had written to several previous presi-
dents asking for such a holiday, to no avail.

On Sept. 28, 1863, she wrote Lincoln,
urging him to declare “a day of our annual
Thanksgiving made a National and fixed
Union festival.” Noting “an increasing 
interest felt in our land to have Thanksgiv-
ing held on the same day, in all the states...
it now needs national recognition and 
authoritative fixation, only, to become 
permanently an American custom and insti-
tution.”

Lincoln had actually made several
Thanksgiving proclamations during his 
administration. On Nov. 28, 1861, he had
ordered all government departments to shut
down for a local day of thanksgiving, and he
requested national days of “humiliation,
prayer, and fasting” on multiple occasions.
Lincoln also proclaimed thanksgiving for
“signal victories” in the Union war effort in
April 1862 and another remembrance on
Aug. 6, 1863. 

On Oct. 3, 1863, Lincoln heeded Hale’s
call. He issued his own proclamation, 
declaring the last Thursday in November “as
a day of Thanksgiving and Praise.”  In 1863,
that date would have also been Nov. 26.

“It was not only the anniversary of
Washington’s proclamation, but it also fell
on the same day of the week,” said Cor-
nelius. “There’s a sense of history in Lin-

coln’s effort.”
The words were actually penned by 

Secretary of State William Seward, and the
original draft was later sold to benefit Union
soldiers. To be sure, the proclamation was
certainly heavy with military reference. 
Passages such as “in the midst of a civil war
of unequaled magnitude and severity” and
“the advancing armies and navies of the
Union” called to light the national tragedy
of the war.

Still, 1863 had been productive for the
North, with key victories at Gettysburg,
Vicksburg, and elsewhere. “There was rea-
son to celebrate the progress of the war,”
said Cornelius. “Those were important 
victories, and Lincoln wanted to remember
them.”

Scholars have long debated the extent of
Lincoln’s Christianity, but the 1863 procla-
mation makes repeated religious references.
Phrases as the “watchful providence of
Almighty God,” “the gracious gifts of the
Most High God,” “our beneficent Father,”
and “the Almighty Hand” are sprinkled
throughout the document.

“Lincoln saw the day as an appropriate
time to give national gratitude for God’s
plan and goodness,” said Dr. Cullom Davis,
a nationally recognized Lincoln scholar

from Springfield. “It was yet another reason
to be thankful.”

“To top it off, the year of 1863 brought 
a pretty good harvest,” remarked Cornelius.
“Lincoln saw plenty of reasons to celebrate,
and they are all summarized in the Thanks-
giving proclamation. References to histori-
cal tribute, the military, religion, and
agriculture are all found in the document.”

The first official Thanksgiving Day in
1863 would bring even more reason for the
North to celebrate. On Nov. 25, the day 
before, Union troops earned an important
victory at Chattanooga. The holiday was 
exactly a week after Lincoln delivered his
Gettysburg Address.

Many also credit Lincoln as the first
President to ceremoniously pardon a turkey,
now an annual White House tradition. 
Lincoln pardoned the bird at the behest of
his young son Tad in 1864. 

In 1941, Congress authorized a resolu-
tion that switched Thanksgiving from the
last Thursday in November to the fourth
Thursday of the month. 

Tom Emery is a freelance writer and 
researcher from Carlinville. He may be
reached at ilcivilwar@yahoo.com or 217-
710-8392.

Lincoln’s 
Proclamation Made
Thanksgiving 
Official

BY TOM EMERY

Many credit Lincoln as the first President to ceremoniously pardon a turkey, now an annual 
White House tradition. Lincoln pardoned the bird at the behest of his young son Tad in 1864. 
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When you buy from a small mom or pop

business, you are not helping a CEO buy 

a third vacation home.  You are helping 

a little girl get dance lessons, a little boy

get his team jersey, a mom or dad put 

food on the table, a family pay 

a mortgage or a student pay for college.  

Our customers are our shareholders 

and they are the ones we strive 

to make happy.  Thank you for 

supporting small business!
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Civil War Soldiers 
Celebrated Thanksgiving

in the Field
BY TOM EMERY

As in most wars, the men of the Civil
War found it excruciatingly difficult to be
away from loved ones at holiday time.
Thanksgiving was no exception.

The holiday itself has its roots in the
Civil War.  The first official proclamation
declaring Thanksgiving as a national day of
remembrance was issued by Abraham Lin-
coln in 1863, partly in honor of Northern
successes in the war that year.  Lincoln des-
ignated the last Thursday in November “as
a day of Thanksgiving and Praise.” 

That year, Thanksgiving fell on the day
after a crucial Union victory at the battle of
Chattanooga. The previous year in late 
November, armies were on the march during
the Fredericksburg and Vicksburg cam-
paigns. Around Thanksgiving 1864, some
Union forces were on the cusp of the bloody
battle of Franklin, while others were march-
ing to the sea with William T. Sherman.

Due to their harsh surroundings, many
Civil War men in the field enjoyed only the
most spartan of celebrations. In Kewanee,
Illinois, teenage sisters Tirzah and Sarah
Vaill received a letter from their older
brother, an Illinois infantryman, after
Thanksgiving 1861 that described his holi-
day meal, “hard bread” and salt pork.  
He added that “during the day I thought of
you at home having your nice dinners” and
“wishing maybe that you might present 
a plate to some of us soldiers filled with
your own goodies.”

From his camp in Virginia that same
year, Private Zebina Bickford of the 6th Ver-
mont Infantry made the best of his day. In a
letter home, he mused that “you may think
we are homesick today but it is not so,”
mainly because of a care package sent from
loved ones back in Vermont. The goodies
consisted of “a box of clothing and a few
nicknacks consisting of eatables” that made
“a very good thanksgiving for us.” 

With tongue in cheek, he wrote that “you
can’t imagine what a lot of fine things we
had for supper…a piece of sour bread and
salt pork.” However, he gleefully noted that
“some of mother’s cookies and doughnuts
that came in our box” made the evening
memorable. It would be Bickford’s last
Thanksgiving, as he died the following April
30. 

The following year, Asa Bean, a doctor
in the 114th Ohio, enjoyed greater tidings.
On Nov. 27, 1862, he wrote that “there has
been a surprise party here today for the ben-
efit of soldiers and nurses.” The feast 
included “roast turkey, chicken, pigeon, and
oysters stewed” along with “baked chicken,
boiled potatoes, turnip, apple butter, and
cheese butter.” Bean, though, lamented that
he “cannot eat much without being sick.”

He, too, would die months later.
Elsewhere that year, Federal soldiers 

stationed at Fort Pulaski, Ga. held their own
“fete and festival.” The day’s events 
included target practice and a rowing match,
foot race, and hurdle sack race. Competi-
tions involving a greased pole and a greased
pig were also on the agenda, as was 
a “burlesque dress parade.”

In some cases, Thanksgiving was a time
of spiritual reflection.  On the first official
installment of the holiday in 1863, Sewell
Van Alstine, a soldier in the 95th Illinois,
wrote in his diary that he “went to town” and
“heard an excellent discourse by an army
chaplain at the Presbyterian Church.”  
He also wrote there was “no drill today,” 
a welcome respite.

In 1864, the Union League Club of New
York City pleaded for donations of “cooked
poultry and other proper meats” as well as
“mince pies, sausages, and fruits” for men
in the field. The call brought in some
$57,000 in cash donations, as well as nearly
225,000 pounds of poultry and large quan-
tities of cakes, gingerbread, pickles, apples,
vegetables, and cheese.  One appreciative
soldier saw the deeper meaning, writing that
“it isn’t the turkey, but the idea that we care
for.”

Others received far less. That year,
Lewis Crater of the 50th Pennsylvania
recorded in his diary that the Sanitary Com-
mission “issued three fine apples to every
man.” Despite the middling fare, Crater and
others likely gave thanks that they had sur-
vived to see another Thanksgiving during
the four bloodiest years in American history.

Tom Emery is a freelance writer and histor-

ical researcher from Carlinville, Ill. He may

be reached at ilcivilwar@yahoo.com or

217-710-8392.
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Monticello College in Godfrey produced
a string of prominent alumni, including Zoe
Akins, who gained fame as a playwright and
screenwriter. A Pulitzer Prize winner, she
also wrote one of the best epitaphs of all
time - for herself.

Akins is credited with some 40 plays, 
including seventeen that became Broadway
productions, with several hits. Her scripts
became the basis of movies that featured the
likes of Katharine Hepburn, Lauren Bacall,
Clark Gable, and Betty Grable.

Born on Oct. 30, 1886 in the western
Missouri town of Humansville, Akins was 
a distant descendant of George Washington,
among others. Her father was a chairman of
the Missouri Republican Party. 

The family moved to St. Louis when
Akins was a teenager and she later attended
Monticello, where she wrote her first play.
She subsequently studied at Hosmer Hall
prep school in St. Louis, where she was 
a classmate of acclaimed poet Sara Teas-
dale.  At one point, she reportedly lived

briefly in Morrisonville, in Christian
County.

Immediately after her graduation from
Hosmer in 1903, Akins became an active
writer, producing plays, poetry, and critical
works for magazines and newspapers.  In
1914, she created her first dramatic work,
the play Papa, which failed but caught the
eye of such luminaries as H.L. Mencken. 

In 1919, she had a hit with the play 
Declasse, which starred Ethel Barrymore
and ran for 257 performances on Broadway,
then a high number. One modern critic
called the play “something of a sensation,
and her days of waiting were over.”

Declasse was later adapted into a 1925
movie that included a young Clark Gable in
a minor role. It was one of several film
adaptations for Akins, including The Greeks
Had a Word for It, a 1930 Broadway hit
comedy that lasted 253 performances and
became a 1932 movie that film critic
Leonard Maltin called a “vintage comedy.” 

The play also became the basis for the

1953 film How to Marry A Millionaire, fea-
turing Bacall, Grable, and Marilyn Monroe. 

Hepburn’s first two films were Akins
productions in 1933, including Christopher
Strong, which Maltin called “intriguing,”
and Morning Glory, lauded by Maltin as 
a “lovely film” with a “good cast” and 
a “sharp script.” Hepburn won her first
Academy Award for Best Actress for Morn-
ing Glory, which was later remade as the
movie Stage Struck in 1958, with Henry
Fonda and Susan Strasberg.

In 1935, Akins wrote The Old Maid, 
a melodrama set in New York City that won
critical acclaim and ran for 305 perform-
ances on Broadway. The work earned her
the Pulitzer Prize for Drama, and was made
into a 1939 movie with Bette Davis in the
lead. Maltin called the film “soap opera par
excellence.”

Akins was a co-writer for the 1937
screenplay Camille, starring Greta Garbo
and Lionel Barrymore. Labeled a “beautiful
MGM production” by Maltin, Garbo 
received her third Academy Award nomina-
tion.

In the 1950s, Akins was credited with
several television episodes, mainly screen-
plays and theatrical works adapted for the
small screen. She is the great-aunt of actress
Laurie Metcalf, a two-time Tony recipient
and three-time Primetime Emmy winner. 

Akins died in her sleep in Los Angeles
on Oct. 29, 1958, the day before her 72nd
birthday. For her tombstone in nearby San

Gabriel Cemetery, she wrote her own epi-
taph, which remains a classic in its own
right.

She loved
Shakespeare’s sonnets

Paris bonnets
Country walks, 
All-night talks,

Old trees and places
Children’s faces
Shaw and Keats,

Opera seats,
Lonely prairies,
Tea at Sherry’s,
Sunlight and air, 

Vanity Fair.

Monticello Alum Akins Was 
Famous Playwright, Screenwriter
Won Pulitzer for Drama in 1935

BY TOM EMERY
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Bob Gill, long time Sierra Club member
and highly recognized regional nature pho-
tographer, will be the featured speaker at the
November Speaker Series for the Sierra
Club.  The meeting will be held at the Old
Bakery Beer Company,  400 Landmarks
Blvd on Monday, November 11.

Bob notes that “… the rivers have had
their natural flows disrupted by dams to
favor commercial navigation.  They have
served as sewers for numerous industries
and their spring floods can lead to massive
economic destruction.” 

This highly-visual multimedia presenta-
tion will provide an overview of our two

great rivers, exploring the history, geogra-
phy, and environmental quality of each.
Using maps, satellite photos, diagrams and
exceptional photographs, it will reflect on
how our relationship with these two water-
ways has changed over the years and will
take a look at the problems facing them in
the future.  

Attendees and friends are invited to have
dinner and meet the speaker at 6:30 p.m.
The program will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the
Event Room, adjacent to the dining room.  

If you have any questions call or text
Chris Krusa at 410-490-5024.

About the Sierra Club  Illinois Chapter
piasa palisades group:

Lying at the confluence of the Missis-
sippi, Missouri, and Illinois rivers, the Piasa
Palisades region of downstate Illinois is
a unique ecosystem that contains the beau-
tiful oak-hickory forests of Pere Marquette
State Park, the historic Great River Road
Scenic Byway, and rich riverine floodplains.
Wintering bald eagles roost along the
forested limestone bluffs of the Mississippi
River while endangered yellow-crowned
night herons nest in this area’s fertile
wetlands.

Unfortunately, this region is part of the
St. Louis metropolitan area, putting critical
wetland and floodplain habitat at risk from
encroaching urban sprawl. Subdivisions and
shopping centers now outnumber contigu-
ous forests, industrial farming poses a grow-
ing threat to water quality and natural
resources, and polluting industries harm the
region’s air quality.

The Piasa Palisades Group of the Sierra
Club has been active in Madison, Jersey,
and Calhoun counties for the past 42 years.
With more than 700 local members, an
established network of activists led by
a devoted nine-member executive commit-
tee, and positive working relationships with
local administrative decision-makers, this
group has long been an environmental
leader in downstate Illinois. Through its
Three Rivers Project, the Piasa Palisades
Group has spent the past eleven years work-

ing to successfully protect this region from
sprawl, unsustainable agriculture, air and
water pollution, wetlands destruction, and
deforestation.

The Sierra Club is a non-profit, member-
supported, public interest organization that
seeks to :

Explore, enjoy, and protect the wild
places of the earth.

Practice and promote the responsible use
of the earth's ecosystems and resources.

Educate and enlist humanity to protect

Restless 
Rivers 
Mississippi and Missouri Meanderings

Bob Gill  
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and restore the quality of the natural and
human environment.

Use all lawful means to carry out these
objectives.

Are you concerned about environmental
issues in Madison and surrounding coun-
ties?  Then, you may want to join us!  The
Sierra Club is involved in numerous conser-
vation efforts in the River Bend region.  We
hold monthly educational meetings about
environmental topics and offer local outdoor
outings that anyone can participate in.  We
are also active in issues that affect our com-
munity such as air and water quality, land
use, and forest issues. 

For more information visit the website
at www.sierraclub.org/illinois/piasa-
palisades.
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ANTIQUE • VINTAGE • ARTISAN MARKETPLACE
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FIRST SERVEd



ANTIQUE • VINTAGE • ARTISAN MARKETPLACE



MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4
IMPACT Center for Independent Living offers
Low Vision and Blind Support Group meetings
on the 1st and 3rd Monday of every month from
10 am to noon at the Jerseyville Public Library.
IMPACT can help you achieve or maintain your
independence through many of our programs,
www.jerseyvillelibrary.org. 

Story Time every Monday and Tuesday at 10 am,
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.  Glen Carbon Library,
198 S. Main, www.glencarbonlibrary.org. 

Little Me Story Time, every Monday 10:30-11
am, Pat Huck Community Room at Tri-Township
Public Library 209 S. Main St, Troy.  For parents
and children up to 3 years old.  Simple finger
games, songs and exercise, www.troylibrary.org.

Pinochle played every Monday, 12-3 pm, Main
Street Community Center, 1003 N Main St,
Edwardsville, www.mainstcc.org. 

Bingo every Monday - doors open at 5:30, bingo
starts at 7 pm. Food and drink available.  VFW
Post 3912, 215 W. Ryder, Litchfield.

Story Time, 7 pm, every Monday night, Six Mile
Regional Library—Training & Events Room,
2001 Delmar Ave, Granite City, www.smrld.org.

Spanish/English Bilingual Story Time (Cuentos
Bilingues), 7 pm, 1st Monday of every month @
Six Mile Regional Library—Training and Events
Room, 2001 Delmar Ave, Granite City,
www.smrld.org.

R.E.H.A.B Exercise Classes, Monday/Thursday
7 pm & Saturday 9 am, Rivers of Life Commu-
nity Church, 3131 E 23rd St, Granite City.
$2/class or purchase a pass. Free child care.  For
information call 618-797-7933.

Emotions Anonymous meets every Monday
night at 8 pm at the Immanuel Lutheran Church,
504 North 7th St, New Douglas.  Free and open
to anyone in need of emotional support for any
reason.  Contact Larry, madorin@frontiernet.net
or 217-272-4560.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5
Creating Entrepreneurial Opportunities
Collinsville-Troy from 7:30-9 am at the Gateway
Convention Center, 1 Gateway Dr, Collinsville.
The mission of the CEO class is to prepare our
youth to be responsible, enterprising individuals
who become entrepreneurs or entrepreneurial
thinkers and contribute to the economic develop-
ment and sustainability of the Collinsville-Troy
Area. Contact Donna Green to RSVP at 618-402-
9353.

Quilting, 9-11 am, every Tuesday at Jarvis Town-
ship Senior Citizens Center, 410 Wickliffe St.,
Troy. Quilting for all, beginners through sea-
soned, www.troymaryvillecoc.com.

Story Time every Monday and Tuesday at 10 am,
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.  Glen Carbon Library,
198 S. Main, www.glencarbonlibrary.org. 

Preschool Story Time every Tuesday, 10-10:30
am, Collinsville Library, 408 W. Main St,
Collinsville. Themed stories and a craft,
www.mvlibdist.org/collinsville_calendar. 

Bingo played every Tuesday, 1-3 pm, Main
Street Community Center, 1003 N Main, Ed-
wardsville, www.mainstcc.org.

Pokeno, 1 pm, Main Street Community Center,
1003 N Main, Edwardsville, www.mainstcc.org.

Open Gaming, 4-7 pm, Community Room,
Ground Floor, Collinsville Library, 408 W. Main
St, Collinsville. Video game system available for
public use, request a game be put in or bring your
own (no “M” rated games), www.mvlibdist.org/
collinsville_calendar.

America Reads Tutor, 4-8 pm, every Tuesday @
Six Mile Regional Library, 2145 Johnson Rd,
Granite City. Tutor available for students K-12
grade, 1 hour sessions, first come/first served
basis, www.smrld.org.

Lego Club, 5-7 pm, every Tuesday @Six Mile
Regional Library, 2001 Delmar Ave, Granite
City. Grades K-5th, www.smrld.org.

Emotions Anonymous meets every Tuesday at
6 pm at the Louis Latzer Library, 1001 9th Street,
Highland. (Contact Jackie at 618-654-9351 or
email: 16bjschu@email) and at 6 pm at the Lo-
cust Street Resource Center in Carlinville (Con-
tact Larry, madorin@frontiernet.net or
217-272-4560).  Free and open to anyone in need
of  emotional support for any reason.

Tabletop Tuesdays, 6-7:30 pm, Six Mile Re-
gional Library, 2145 Johnson Rd, Granite City.
Grades 7-12 can learn how to play RPG’s and
board games in the new gaming series,
www.smrld.org.

Troy Women’s Association Meeting, 7-8 pm,
Troy Community Center, 410 Wickliffe St, Troy.
Held the 1st Tuesday of each month. You’re in-
vited to attend a meeting and see if TWA is right
for you, www.troymaryvillecoc.com or call 618-
667-2022.

Square Dancing, 7-9 pm, Main Street Commu-
nity Center, 1003 N Main, Edwardsville,
www.mainstcc.org.

Slappers County & Western Dance Club, 7 pm
every Tuesday, Tri-Cities Knights of Columbus
Hall, 4225 Old Alton Rd, Granite City. For
information call 618-877-4250.

TUESDAY, NOV 5-SATURDAY, NOV 9
CHRIStMAS opEn HouSE, 10-5 daily, The
Wooden Flower, 1111 Spresser, Taylorville.  20%
off storewide (excludes cemetery, furmiture and
already discounted items), and more, www.the-
woodenflower.com. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6
Duplicate Bridge played every Wednesday,
9 am-12 pm, Main Street Community Center,
1003 N Main, Edwardsville, www.mainstcc.org.

Southwestern Illinois College Job Fair,  9 am-12
pm@ the Belleville Campus in the Varsity Gym.
Open to all. Call 618-222-5562 for info.

Volunteer Days, 9 am-12 pm, Willoughby Farm,
631 Willoughby Lane, Collinsville, held every
Wednesday. Bring your work gloves, water bot-
tle, and positive attitude and help University of
Illinois Master Gardeners. Wear appropriate
clothing, children under 13 must be accompanied
by an adult, no experience needed,
www.willoughbyfarm.org.

Chair Yoga every Wednesday, 9:30 am, Granite
City Township Hall, 2060 Delmar Ave, Granite
City. For information call 618-877-1215.

Baby Boogie every Wednesday, 9:30-10:30 am,
Collinsville Library, 408 W. Main St,
Collinsville.  Suitable for all babies and toddlers
accompanied by a guardian, www.mvlibdist.org
/collinsville_ calendar.

YogART every Wednesday, 5:30-6:30 pm,
Donation Class, Jacoby Arts Center, 627 E.
Broadway, Alton, www.jacobyartscenter.org.

Adult Bible Study, 6-7:15 pm, First Baptist
Church, 2709 Poplar St, Highland,
www.fbchighland.org.

Adult Computer Classes, Wednesdays 6-7:30
pm, Six Mile Regional Library, 2001 Delmar
Ave, Granite City. Nov 6- Microsoft Excel: Ta-
bles. Registration Required. Call 618-452-6238
ext 730, www.smrld.org. 

Mt. Olive Pinochle Club plays every Wednesday,
6:30 pm, Mt. Olive VFW, 21294 Rt 138, Mt.
Olive. 7 games of single deck pinochle - we draw
cards for partners. Open to the public, everyone
welcome. Call Sharon at 217-999-7668.

FREE Yoga Time every Wednesday, 6:30-8 pm,
Community Room, Collinsville Library, 408 W.
Main St, Collinsville.  No registration required.
Ages 16+ welcome, www.mvlibdist.org/
collinsville_calendar.

Story Time every Wednesday at 6:30 pm.  Glen
Carbon Library, 198 S. Main, www.glencarbon
library.org.

Lions Club Bingo, 7 pm, every Wednesday at
Trimor Bingo Hall 3701 Nameoki Rd, 618-877-
7771.  27 games including 3-$500 bingo games,
2-$500 raffle games, and 4-$1000 raffle games.
Our mission is to assist folks in Pontoon Beach,
Mitchell, Granite City, Madison and Venice
who have sight & hearing problems,
www. granitecity.illinois.gov.  

Pavlov's Dog - The Prodigal Dreamer Tour 7:30
pm, Wildey Theatre, 254 N. Main St, Ed-

wardsville.  This night will feature a retrospect
of music from Pavlov's Dog and lead member
David Surkamp career plus selections from their
new album, www.wildeytheatre.com.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7
Stretch & Move Classes, 8-9 am, $1/session,
Main Street Community Center, 1003 N Main,
Edwardsville. Classes every Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday. Not held if center closed for Holiday,
www.mainstcc.org.

Story Time, 10 am, every Thursday morning @
Six Mile Regional Library, 2145 Johnson Rd,
Granite City, www.smrld.org.

Veterans' Resource Fair and Community Blood
Drive, 10-2, American Legion, 1022 Vandalia St
Collinsville, www.discovercollinsville.com.

Pre-School STEAM Story Time, 10:30-11:30
am, Pat Huck Community Room at Tri-Township
Public Library, 209 S. Main St, Troy.  For
preschoolers from 3- 6 yrs old. Includes games,
songs, and STEAM activities, troylibrary.org.
Bible Study every Thursday at noon at the
Women’s Ministry Center, 555 E. Bethalto Drive,
Bethalto. Call 618-803-9078 for information. 

Pinochle played every Thursday, 12-3 pm, Main
Street Community Center, 1003 N Main,
Edwardsville, www.mainstcc.org.

Bingo, 12-3 pm, every Thursday at the Knights
of Columbus Hall, 1 Columbus Plaza,
Collinsville. $1/card.  Great lunch menu changes
weekly, www.discovercollinsville.com.

Free Clothes Closet, every Thursday from 11 am-
1 pm, Calvary Baptist Church, 3000 Washington
Ave, Granite City. No Appointment Necessary.
For information contact Shirley at 618-304-3454

FREE Video Game Club every Thursday, 6-7:30
pm, Community Room, Collinsville Library, 408
W. Main St, Collinsville. Each month there will
be weekly sessions to progress in a narrative
driven game, www.mvlibdist.org/ collinsville_
calendar.

R.E.H.A.B Exercise Classes, Monday/Thursday
7 pm & Saturday 9 am, Rivers of Life Commu-
nity Church, 3131 E 23rd St, Granite City.
$2/class or purchase a pass. Free child care.  For
information call 618-797-7933.

Square Dance Lessons, 7-9 pm, every Thursday,
Wood River Roundhouse, 633 N Wood River
Ave, Wood River.  First lesson is free - $5/lesson
after that.  Call Bo at 618-288-9838 or email
fsemith@aol.com.

Emotions Anonymous 12 Steps for Christians
meets every Thursday at 7 pm at the St. Paul
Lutheran Church on the frontage road 2 miles
north of Hamel. Free and open to anyone in need
of emotional support for any reason.  Contact
Larry madorin@frontiernet.net or 217-272-4560.

Police Bingo, every Thursday night, 7 pm.  No
games under $110.  Paper cards & mates, full
snack bar, bingo supplies, no smoking, plenty of
parking.  Proceeds benefit the programs sup-
ported by the Granite City Police Dept. including
youth athletics. Knights of Columbus Hall, 425
Old Alton Road, Granite City.  www.granitecity.
illinois.gov.

Alateen Meeting, for young people (ages 9-19)
whose lives have been affected by someone who

EVENTS  
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has a drinking problem.  No fees, no member-
ships. First Christian Church, 310 S. Main,
Edwardsville from 7-8 pm. For more information
call 618-463-2429 or 618-401-9836.

Bingo, every Thursday 7:30 pm (doors open at
5:30),  VFW Post 5694, 1900 VFW Road,
Highland.

THURSDAY, NOV 7- SATURDAY, NOV 9
HolIDAY opEn HouSE, My Treasure
House, 104 S. Buchanan, Edwardsville. Food,
beverages, door prizes and exclusive holiday
shopping opportunities.  Visit www.mytreaure-
house.com or find them on Facebook for more
details. 

CHRIStMAS opEn HouSE, Lula Bell’s, 519
S. State Street, Jerseyville.   Door prizes, refresh-
ments, special sales and more.  Keep updated by
following them on Facebook!

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Stretch & Move Classes, 8-9 am, $1/session,
Main Street Community Center, 1003 N Main,
Edwardsville. Classes every      Tuesday, Thurs-
day, and Friday. Not held if center closed for Hol-
iday, www.mainstcc.org.

Fish Fry, every Friday, 4- 7:30 pm, VFW Post
5694, 1900 VFW Road, Highland.

Fish Fry, 4-8 pm, Choice of Fried Cod, Catfish,
Jack Salmon and Baked Salmon or Tilapia, Cod
cut ups, Shrimp and Chicken Strips. Dinners in-
clude 2 sides: choice of cole slaw, potato salad,
french fries, macaroni and cheese, baked beans,
hushpuppies, mushrooms and onion rings. Eat in
or carryout. 618-667-8387. Troy VFW, Troy,
www.troymaryvillecoc.com.

Fish Fry every Friday - 5-7 pm, 9 oz catfish filet,
fries, slaw, and dessert/$7.00, fish sandwich/
$4.00. Carryouts available for 25¢ extra. VFW
Post 3912, 215 W. Ryder, Litchfield.

Friday Night Fish Fry, 5-8 pm, every Friday at
V.F.W. Post 1300, 3401 Century Dr, Granite City.
Kitchen open to the public- Eat in, call in and
carry out. Cod, fried shrimp, jack salmon &
chicken.

open play at RiverBender.com Community
Center, 200 W. 3rd St, Alton, Every Friday
Night from 6-10 p.m. Open to Members, Just $5,
and Non-Members, Just $10. All Ages Welcome.
Come for Arcade Games, Video Games, and
Table Games including Pool Tables, Ping Pong,
and Air Hockey. Enjoy a DJ & Dance
Floor, Movie Theater, Rock Climbing Wall, Con-
cessions, and a Full Service Kitchen,
www.RiverBenderCommunity Center.org.

FREE Open Mic Night at Germania Brew Haus,
7 pm,  Germania Brew Haus, 617 E Broadway,
Alton. There will be a signup sheet - first come
first served. Sound equipment and keyboard on
location, bring anything else you may need.  For
more information call 314-667-4751.

Eagles Bingo, 7 pm, every  Friday and Saturday
at Tri-mor Bingo Center, 3701 Nameoki Rd,
Granite City. Great Prizes and great fun!
www.granitecity.illinois.gov.

Western Dance Night, every  Friday 7-10 pm,
Fraternal Order of Eagles, 2558 Madison Ave,
Granite City.  $5.00 door charge. For more infor-
mation call 618-451-2109. 

FREE Highland Muny Band Concert, 8 pm,
Downtown Square, 948 Main St, Highland.

Friday evenings from through August 9, high-
landmunyband.wixsite.com/muny-home.

Savoy Brown featuring Kim Simmonds, 8 pm,
Wildey Theatre, 254 N. Main St, Edwardsville,
www.wildeytheatre.com.

lIVE MuSIC: Jim Bergman, 7-10 pm, No. 5
Mine Winery, 413 E. Central Ave, Benld,
www.Facebook.com/The#5MineWinery.

FRI, NOV 8- SAT, NOV 9
CHRIStMAS opEn HouSE: Friday 9-5, Sat-
urday 9-2, Bev’s Baskets & Bows, 502 N. Main,
Carrollton.  Refreshments, door prizes, in-store
specials.  Find out more on Facebook. 

FRI, NOV 8- SUN, NOV 10
BlACkBuRn CollEgE pRESEntS
“MEtAMoRpHoS”, Friday & Saturday, 7:30
pm, Sunday, 2 pm. General admission $7, kids
$3, students with any school ID are free!  Black-
burn College, Bothwell Auditorium, Carlinville.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9
EVERY SAtuRDAY - Bring in 4 non-perish-
able food items to be donated to Helping Hands
in Staunton and get 20% off your purchase at
Pearl Essence by Vicki, - the newest and most
unique jewelry store in Staunton, 301 W. Main.
Find them on Facebook for more details. 

tAYloRVIllE HolIDAY kICk oFF
EVEnt, multiple participating Taylorville busi-
nesses offering refreshments, special sales, draw-
ing for door prizes and more.  Includes Dear
Yesteryear, Cottage Rose Gift Shoppe, The
Wooden Flower, Sunny Knoll Ogranics, Little
Luxuries, Rebecca’s Antiques and Posh Bou-
tiques, Ma & Pa’s Treasures, Talia’s Bakery and

many others.  For more information visit individ-
ual retailer’s Facebook pages.

R.E.H.A.B Exercise Classes, Monday/Thursday
7 pm & Saturday 9 am, Rivers of Life Commu-
nity  Church, 3131 E 23rd St, Granite City.
$2/class or purchase a pass. Free child care.  For
information call 618-797-7933.

Monthly Electronics Recycling, 9 am-12 pm, the
2nd Saturday each month (except January), Park-
ing Lot at 227 W Main St, across from Spirito’s
Italian Grocery, Collinsville.   Bring your elec-
tronics, appliances, televisions, batteries and
more that you no longer want or need. There are
items that ARE NOT accepted and some that
have a minimal fee, www.discover
collinsville.com.

HolIDAY opEn HouSE, 9-4, Beyond the
Backyard Gate, 838 N. Main, Carrollton,
www.beyondthebackyardgate.com.

Saturday Story Time, every Saturday at 10:30
am. Interactive program of stories, crafts, songs
and fun for all ages.  No registration required.
Maryville Community Library, 8 Schiber Court,
Maryville, www.maryville.lib.il.us.

Fall Fashions Food and Fun, 11 am-12 pm,  First
United Presbyterian Church, 201 E. Church St.
Collinsville. Doors open at 10:30 am. Fashions
by Christopher & Banks. Lunch will be served.
Tickets need to be pre-ordered - $15, www.dis-
covercollinsville.com.

Nintendo Switch Gaming, every Saturday, 1-4
pm, Six Mile Regional Library, 2001 Delmar
Ave.  For grades 7-12, www.smrld.org. 
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STEM Saturdays, 2pm, 2nd Saturday of the
Month, Six Mile Regional Library, 2001 Delmar
Ave, Granite City. Grades K-5th,
www.smrld.org.

Saturday Science Lab, the Second Saturday each
month  @  3 pm, Six Mile Regional Library, ,
2001 Delmar Ave. November 9: Construction
Challenge. For Grades 3-8, www.smrld.org. 

Hakuna Matata: Fall Foliage Sunset Cruise 3-5
pm, 215 W. Water St, Grafton. Cruise along the
Palisading Bluffs of the Mighty Mississippi for
a is truly breathtaking experience! Whether you
choose to sip on wine, bring a picnic lunch or just
enjoy the view, our crew will be sure that your
experience is wonderful, www.visitalton.com.

gRAntFoRk unItED CHuRCH oF
CHRISt 50tH AnnuAl SAuSAgE Sup-
pER, 3-8 pm, Grantfork United Church of Christ
Educational Building  All-you-can-eat fresh,
homemade pork sausage, mashed potatoes and
milk gravy, sauerkraut, green beans, applesauce,
bread and homemade pies!  Adult carryouts
available.  $11/Adults, $5/ages 6-12, Free/under
6 years old.  Fried and packaged sausage for sale
and United for Others (UFO) Country Corner
will be selling goodies for all!

28th Annual Zion Lutheran School PTL Dinner
Auction, Crystal Ballroom, 20631 Staunton
Road, Staunton.  Doors open at 4:00 pm begin-
ning with the silent auction, which will run
throughout the evening.  Dinner, catered by R &
B’s, will be served buffet style from 5:00 - 7:00
pm.  Beginning at 7:15 pm, the oral auction will
include plenty of great Christmas gift ideas for
everyone in the family.  Adult Tickets are $20.00
each and children grade 8 and under are $10 each
which includes dinner, drinks, and auction ad-
mission.  Children 3 and under are free.  You may
also buy and reserve a table of 8 for $140.  Tick-
ets may be purchased at the Zion Church 618-
635-2880 or school office 618-635-3060.   

Eagles Bingo, 7 pm, every  Friday and Saturday
at Tri-mor Bingo Center, 3701 Nameoki Rd,
Granite City. Great Prizes and great fun!
www.granitecity.illinois.gov.

lIVE MuSIC: Jim Bergman, 7-10 pm, No. 5
Mine Winery, 413 E. Central Ave, Benld,
www.the#5MineWinery. 

SATURDAY, NOV 9-SUNDAY, NOV 10
27th Annual Tiger Band Art & Craft Fair,
Edwardsville High School, 6161 Center Grove
Rd, Edwardsville. Satuday, 9-4, Sunday,  11-4.
Handcrafted items from over 200 vendors. Pro-
ceeds benefit the Edwardsville High School band
program. Concessions will serve breakfast and
lunch. Shoppers can also pick up sweet treats at
the bake sale. There will be an ATM
onsite. Strollers are not permitted. Admission is
$3 for adults, $2 seniors and veterans and chil-
dren 12 and under have free admission.,
www.rivers    androutes.com.

SATURDAY, NOV 9-SUNDAY, NOV 10
CHRIStMAS opEn HouSE, 10-5 each day,
Lisa’s Antique Mall, 1-55 and Route 104
Auburn/Pawnee Exit #82. Super sales, refresh-
ments and drawings for $30 gift certificates all
day, each day.  More information is available on
their Facebook page. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10
Historic Walking Tour of the Mineral Spring
Hotel 1-4 pm, 301 E. Broadway, Alton. From the

sub-basement slaughterhouse to all the most
active areas in the building, including the swim-
ming pools, Pearl's room, the Jasmine Lady stair-
case, and the areas which are inaccessible to most
paranormal groups, this walking tour covers
everything you ever wanted to know about the
Mineral Springs Hotel, www.visitalton.com.

Terry Barber performs the Music of Andrew
Lloyd Weber with songs from 10 hit shows at the
Alton Little Theater starting at 2pm, 2450 N.
Henry St, Alton.  With an extraordinarily broad
vocal range and natural fluency in many musical
styles, countertenor Terry Barber has been fea-
tured on some of the world’s most storied stages
and has worked with many of the music indus-
try’s most prestigious figures, visitalton.com.

Hometown Heroes Celebration, 2-3 pm, Gate-
way onvention Center, 1 Gateway Drive,
Collinsville.  Celebrate and honor our local vet-
eran heroes.  Bring your children to educate them
on the importance of respecting and supporting
our troops. The ceremony will feature speakers,
live music, and a recognition of our Hometown
Heroes Banners. Display tables will showcase re-
sources for veterans and their families,
www.riversandroutes.com.

Hakuna Matata River Rambler Cruise 2-3 pm,
215 W. Water St, Grafton.  Cruise two majestic
rivers bordered by soaring river bluffs on the
Hakuna Matata. Enjoy the onboard Tiki Bar
where passengers can sample tropical cocktails
for adults and kiddy cocktails for the younger
passengers, www.visitalton.com.

olD CountRY AnD BluEgRASS MuSIC
JAM, 5-8 pm every Sunday @ Millersburg Gen-
eral Store and The Melody Inn, 613 Route 143,
Millersburg (I-70 to exit 30, then east on 143 for
7 miles). All artists and audiences welcome. For
more information call 618-669-2155.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11
VEtERAn’S DAY - 
tHAnk You VEtERAn’S!

Euchre played every 2nd and 4th Monday of the
month, 9:30-11 am, Main Street Community
Center, 1003 N Main, Edwardsville,
www.mainstcc.org.

Story Time every Monday and Tuesday at 10 am,
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.  Glen Carbon Library,
198 S. Main, www.glencarbonlibrary.org. 

Little Me Story Time, every Monday 10:30-11
am, Pat Huck Community Room at Tri-Township
Public Library 209 S. Main St, Troy.  For parents
and children up to 3 years old.  Simple finger
games, songs and exercise, www.troylibrary.org.

Pinochle played every Monday, 12-3 pm, Main
Street Community Center, 1003 N Main,
Edwardsville, www.mainstcc.org.

Bingo every Monday - doors open at 5:30, bingo
starts at 7 pm. Food and drink available.     VFW
Post 3912, 215 W. Ryder, Litchfield. 

S.T.A.R.S. With Dogs, 6-7 pm. Read your fa-
vorite stories to CHAMP therapy dogs the 2nd
Monday of every month. Registration is required
and available online. Glen Carbon Library, 198
S. Main, www.glencarbonlibrary.org. 

Story Time, 7 pm, every Monday night, Six Mile
Regional Library - Training & Events Room,
2001 Delmar Ave, Granite City, www.smrld.org.

Ecological Discussion Group, 7-8:30 pm, every
2nd and 4th Monday of each month, La Vista
Ecological Learning Center, 4300 Levis Lane,
Godfrey. For more information email info@
lavistaelc.org or call 618-466-5004.

R.E.H.A.B Exercise Classes, Monday/Thursday
7 pm & Saturday 9 am, Rivers of Life Commu-
nity Church, 3131 E 23rd St, Granite City.
$2/class or purchase a pass. Free child care.  For
information call 618-797-7933.

Emotions Anonymous meets every Monday
night at 8 pm at the Immanuel Lutheran Church,
504 North 7th St, New Douglas.  Free and open
to anyone in need of emotional support for any
reason.  Contact Larry, madorin@frontiernet.net
or 217-272-4560.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12
Stretch & Move Classes, 8-9 am, $1/session,
Main Street Community Center, 1003 N Main,
Edwardsville. Classes every Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday. Not held if center closed for Holiday,
www.mainstcc.org.

Quilting, 9-11 am, every Tuesday at Jarvis Town-
ship Senior Citizens Center, 410 Wickliffe St.,
Troy. Quilting for all, beginners through sea-
soned, www.troymaryvillecoc.com.

Volunteer Work Days in Oblate Woods Nature
Preserve, 9:30 am-12:30 pm, every 2nd Tuesday
of each month, La Vista Ecological Learning
Center, 4300 Levis Lane, Godfrey. We provide
the tools and lunch. Registration required,
www.lavistaelc.org.

Story Time every Monday and Tuesday at 10 am,
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.  Glen Carbon Library,
198 S. Main, www.glencarbonlibrary.org.

Preschool Story Time every Tuesday, 10-10:30
am, Collinsville Library, 408 W. Main St,
Collinsville. Themed stories and a craft,
www.mvlibdist.org/collinsville_calendar.

Bingo Played every Tuesday, 1-3 pm, Main
Street Community Center, 1003 N Main, Ed-
wardsville, www.mainstcc.org.

Open Gaming, 4-7 pm, Community Room,
Ground Floor, Collinsville Library, 408 W. Main
St, Collinsville. Video game system available for
public use, request a game be put in or bring your
own (no “M” rated games), www.mvlibdist.org/
collinsville_calendar.

America Reads Tutor, 4-8 pm, every Tuesday,
Six Mile Regional Library, 2145 Johnson Rd,
Granite City. Tutor available for students K-12
grade, 1 hour sessions, first come/first serve
basis, www.smrld.org.

Lego Club, 5-7pm, Every Tuesday, Six Mile Re-
gional Library, 2001 Delmar Ave, Granite City.
Grades K-5th. For more call 618-452-6238 ext
720. www.smrld.org.

Knitting and Crochet Club, 6-8 pm, 2nd Tuesday
of each month, Collinsville Library, 408 W. Main
St, Collinsville. Relax, show off, help one an-
other, or just enjoy the good times, www.mvlib-
dist.org/ collinsville_calendar.

Emotions Anonymous meets every Tuesday at 6
pm at the Louis Latzer Library, 1001 9th Street,
Highland (Contact Jackie at 618-654-9351 or
email: 16bjschu@email) and at 6 pm at the Lo-
cust Street Resource Center in Carlinville (Con-
tact Larry, madorin@frontiernet.net  or
217-272-4560).  Free and open to anyone in need
of emotional support for any reason.
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Tabletop Tuesdays, 6-7:30 pm, Six Mile Re-
gional Library, 2145 Johnson Rd, Granite City.
Grades 7-12 can learn how to play RPG’s and
board games in the new gaming series,
www.smrld.org.

Tales for Tails, 2nd & 3rd Tuesday each month,
6:30-7:30 pm, 2145 Johnson Rd, Granite City.
Students in grades K-8th can practice reading to
a furry friend from C.H.A.M.P Assistance Dogs,
www.smrld.org. 

FREE Graphic Novel Club for grades 5-12 from
6:30-7:30 pm,  2nd Tuesday of every month, YA
Room, Collinsville Library, 408 W. Main St,
Collinsville. Discuss a current title and share
reading experiences. No registration required.
Copies of each month’s selection available at the
main desk, www.mvlibdist.org/collinsville_
calendar.

Book Club for Adults, 2nd Tuesday of every
month, 6:30-8 pm. New members are always
welcome, and it is not necessary to attend every
meeting.  Books are provided at the Help Desk.
Glen Carbon Library, 198 S. Main St, Glen Car-
bon. www.glencarbonlibrary.org.

Troy American Legion Post meets the 2nd Tues-
day of every month, 7-9 pm, Troy American
Legion, 104 N. Main, Troy, www.troycoc.com.

Square Dancing, 7-9 pm, Main Street Commu-
nity Center, 1003 N Main, Edwardsville,
www.main stcc.org.

Slappers County & Western Dance Club, 7 pm
every Tuesday, Tri-Cities Knights of Columbus
Hall, 4225 Old Alton Rd, Granite City. For infor-
mation call 618-877-4250. 

Moonlight Hike, 7-8:30, The Nature Institute,
2213 S. Levis Lane, Godfrey.  Hike along the
woodland trails through the Mississippi Sanctu-
ary or Olin Nature Preserve, illuminated by a full
moon. Terrain is light to moderate. Free for cur-
rent TNI members and $5 for all others. Regis-
tration required, www.thenatureinstitute.org.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Duplicate Bridge played every Wednesday, 9 am-
12 pm, Main Street Community Center, 1003 N
Main, Edwardsville, www.mainstcc.org.

Volunteer Days, 9 am-12 pm, Willoughby Farm,
631 Willoughby Ln, Collinsville. Every Wednes-
day. Bring your work gloves, water bottle, and
positive attitude to the Farm and help the Univer-
sity of Illinois Master Gardeners. Wear appropri-
ate clothing. Children under 13 must be
accompanied by an adult, no experience needed,
www.willoughbyfarm.org.

Free Chair Yoga every Wednesday, 9:30 am,
Granite City Township Hall, 2060 Delmar Ave,
Granite City. For information call 618-877-1215.

Baby Boogie every Wednesday, 9:30-10:30 am,
Collinsville Library, 408 W. Main St,
Collinsville.  Suitable for all babies and toddlers
accompanied by a guardian, www.mvlibdist.org/
collinsville_ calendar.

Knee-High Naturalists, The Nature Institute,
2213 S. Levis Lane, Godfrey. A guardian
/preschooler activity that runs every 2nd Wednes-
day of the month.  Choose the morning (10-11
am) or afternoon (1-2 pm) session.  You and your
3-5 year old can come and learn about nature to-
gether; hikes, snacks, story time, and a new book
are all part of the experience. $7/session,
www.thenatureinstitute.org.

YogART every Wednesday, 5:30 -6:30 pm, Do-
nation Class, Jacoby Arts Center, 627 E. Broad-
way, Alton, www.jacobyartscenter.org.
Adult Bible Study, 6-7:15 pm, First Baptist
Church, 2709 Poplar St, Highland, www.fbchigh
land.org.

Mt. Olive Pinochle Club meets every Wednes-
day, 6:30 pm, Mt. Olive VFW, 21294 Rt 138, Mt.
Olive.  7 games of single deck pinochle - we
draw cards for partners. Open to the public,
everyone welcome. Call Sharon at 217-999-
7668.

FREE Yoga Time every Wednesday, 6:30-8 pm,
Community Room, Collinsville Library, and 408
W. Main St, Collinsville. No registration re-
quired. Ages 16+ welcome, www.mvlibdist.org/
collinsville_calendar.  

Story Time every Wednesday at 6:30 pm.  Glen
Carbon Library, 198 S. Main, www.glencarbon
library.org.

Pere Marquette Lodge Wine Pairing Dinner 6:30-
9:pm, 13653 Lodge Blvd, Grafton. Awaken your
senses at Pere Marquette’s four-course gourmet
wine dinner. Enjoy the excellent company of an
intimate dinner party as our Wine Expert explains
each of the specialty wines and how the flavors
of that wine complement each delectable dish.
www.visitalton.com.

Acoustic Jams, 6:30-8:30 pm @ The Blum
House, 414 W Main St, Collinsville. 2nd
Wednesday of every month. Musicians are wel-
come - acoustic instruments only, www.rivers
androutes.com.

Lions Club Bingo, 7 pm, every Wednesday at
Trimor Bingo Hall 3701 Nameoki Rd, Granite
City. 27 games including 3-$500 bingo games,
2-$500 raffle games, and 4-$1000 raffle games.
Our mission is to assist folks in Pontoon Beach,
Mitchell, Granite City, Madison and Venice who
have sight & hearing problems,
www.granitecity.illinois. gov.

David Bromberg,  7:30 pm, Wildey Theatre,  254
N. Main St, Edwardsville. He has played with
everyone, he has toured everywhere, he can lead
a raucous big band or hold an audience silent
with a solo acoustic blues, wildeytheatre.com.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14
Stretch & Move Classes, 8-9 am, $1/session,
Main Street Community Center, 1003 N Main,
Edwardsville. Classes every Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday. Not held if center closed for Holiday,
www.mainstcc.org.

Story Time, 10am, Every Thursday Morning,
Six Mile Regional Library, 2145 Johnson Rd,
Granite City, www.smrld.org.

Pre-School STEAM Story Time, 10:30-11:30
am, Pat Huck Community Room at Tri-Township
Public Library, 209 S. Main St, Troy.  For
preschoolers 3- 6 yrs old.  Includes games, songs,
and STEAM activities, www.troylibrary.org.

Summer Reading Program, 11 am,  Mad Science
Performance, Bunker Hill Public Library, 220 E.
Warren Street, www.bunkerhilllibrary.org.

(continued next page)
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Pinochle played every Thursday, 12-3 pm, Main
Street Community Center, 1003 N Main,
Edwardsville. www.mainstcc.org.

Bible Study every Thursday at noon at the
Women’s Ministry Center, 555 E. Bethalto Drive,
Bethalto. Call 618-803-9078 for information. 

Bingo, 12-3 pm, every Thursday at the Knights
of Columbus Hall, 1 Columbus Plaza,
Collinsville. $1/card.  Great lunch menu changes
weekly, www.discovercollinsville.com.

Free Clothes Closet, Every Thursday from 11
am-1 pm, Calvary Baptist Church, 3000 Wash-
ington Ave, Granite City. No Appointment Nec-
essary.  For information call Shirley at
618-304-3454.

Teen Gaming, 3:30-5:30pm, Jerseyville Public
Library, 105 N Liberty, Jerseyville. Playing
Rocket League on Nintendo Switch. For more
call 618-498-9514 or www.jerseyvillelibrary.org.  

FREE Care Givers Support Group, 6 pm, the 2nd
& 4th Thursday of each month at The Women’s
Ministry Center, 555 E. Bethalto Dr., Bethalto.
Call 618-803-9078 to register.

Free Video Game Club every Thursday, 6-7:30
pm, Community Room, Collinsville Library, 408
W. Main St, Collinsville. Each month there will
be weekly sessions to progress in a narrative
driven game,www.mvlibdist.org/collinsville_
calendar.

R.E.H.A.B Exercise Classes, Monday/Thursday
7 pm & Saturday 9 am, Rivers of Life Commu-
nity Church, 3131 E 23rd St, Granite City.
$2/class or purchase a pass. Free child care.  For
information call 618-797-7933.

Square Dance Lessons, 7-9 pm, every Thursday,
Wood River Roundhouse, 633 N Wood River
Ave, Wood River.  First lesson is free - $5/lesson
after that.  Call Bo at 618-288-9838 or email
fsemith@aol.com.

Emotions Anonymous 12 Steps for Christians
meets every Thursday at 7 pm at the St. Paul
Lutheran Church on the frontage road 2 miles
north of Hamel. Free and open to anyone in need
of emotional support for any reason.  Contact
Larry madorin@frontiernet.net or 217-272-4560.

Police Bingo, every Thursday night, starts at
7 pm.  No games under $110.  Paper cards &
mates, full snack bar, bingo supplies, no smok-
ing, plenty of parking.  Proceeds benefit the pro-
grams supported by the Granite City Police Dept.
including youth athletics. Knights of Columbus
Hall, 425 Old Alton Road, Granite City.
www.granitecity.illinois.gov.

Alateen Meeting, for young people (ages 9-19)
whose lives have been affected by someone who
has a drinking problem.  No fees, no member-
ships. First Christian Church, 310 S. Main, Ed-
wardsville from 7-8 pm. For information call
618-463-2429 or 618-401-9836.

Bingo, every Thursday 7:30 pm (doors open at
5:30),  VFW Post 5694, 1900 VFW Road,
Highland.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Stretch & Move Classes, 8-9 am, $1/session,
Main Street Community Center, 1003 N Main,
Edwardsville. Classes every Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday. Not held if center closed for Holiday,
www.mainstcc.org.

Bingo played every Friday, 1-3 pm, Main Street
Community Center, 1003 N Main, Edwardsville,
www.mainstcc.org.

Bingo, every Thursday 7:30 pm (doors open at
5:30),  VFW Post 5694, 1900 VFW Road,
Highland.

Fish Fry, 4-8 pm, Choice of Fried Cod, Catfish,
Jack Salmon and Baked Salmon or Tilapia, Cod
cut ups, Shrimp and Chicken Strips. Dinners in-
clude 2 sides: choice of cole slaw, potato salad,
french fries, macaroni and cheese, baked beans,
hushpuppies, mushrooms and onion rings. Eat in
or carryout. 618-667-8387. Troy VFW, Troy,
www.troycoc.com.

Fish Fry every Friday - 5-7 pm, 9 oz catfish filet,
fries, slaw, and dessert/$7.00, fish sandwich/
$4.00. Carryouts available for 25¢ extra. VFW
Post 3912, 215 W. Ryder, Litchfield.

Friday Night Fish Fry, 5-8 pm, every Friday at
V.F.W. Post 1300, 3401 Century Dr, Granite City.
Kitchen open to the public- Eat in, call in and
carry out. Cod, fried shrimp, jack salmon &
chicken.

Pokeman Trivia, 5:30-10 pm, St. Jacob Activity
Center, 108 S. Douglas St, St. Jacob. 
Open to all Pokemon knowledge levels,
www.troymaryvillecoc.com.

Open Play at RiverBender.com Community Cen-
ter, 200 W. 3rd St, Alton, Every Friday Night
from 6-10 p.m. Open to Members, Just $5, and
Non-Members, Just $10. All Ages Welcome.
Come for Arcade Games, Video Games, and
Table Games including Pool Tables, Ping Pong,
and Air Hockey. Enjoy a DJ & Dance
Floor, Movie Theater, Rock Climbing Wall, Con-
cessions, and a full service kitchen, www.River-
BenderCommunity Center.org.

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM, 6 pm, Christian
County Historical Museum, 325 Abe's Way,
Taylorville. It is a Scavenger Hunt of the original
Christian County Court House, Buckeye Prairie
School House, Owaneco Depot, Woodall Mu-
seum, Pence Building, and the 1854 John Canty
Morrison house.  Get a group of friends together
for a fun evening starting with a bonfire and
weiner roast.  $15/person. Winning members re-
ceive T shirts. EVENT AVAILABLE AS LONG
AS THE WEATHER IS PERMITTING.  For
more information contact Linda Blakley,
lblakley@consolidated.net or call 217-824-4064,
www.christiancountyhistorical.com. 

FREE Open Mic Night, 7 pm, Free, Germania
Brew Haus, 617 E Broadway, Alton. There will
be a signup sheet - first come first served. Sound
equipment and keyboard on location, bring any-
thing else you may need.  For more information
call 314-667-4751.

Eagles Bingo, 7 pm, every  Friday and Saturday
at Tri-mor Bingo Center, 3701 Nameoki Rd,
Granite City. Great Prizes and great fun!
www.granitecity.illinois.gov.

Western Dance Night, every  Friday 7-10 pm,
Fraternal Order of Eagles, 2558 Madison Ave,
Granite City.  $5.00 door charge. For more infor-
mation call 618-451-2109.

Spanky's Dueling Pianos - Winter Concert Series,
7 pm, Wildey Theatre, 254 N. Main St, Ed-
wardsville. Two pianos face to face, and two ex-
perienced entertainers taking your requests,

playing everything from 1940's to Top 40, boy
bands to girl bands, country to rock and roll, sock
hop to hip hop, Rat Pack to Tupac, and every-
thing in between. Appropriate for all ages,
www.wildeytheatre.com.

SATURDAY. NOVEMBER 16
EVERY SAtuRDAY - Bring in 4 non-perish-
able food items to be donated to Helping Hands
in Staunton and get 20% off your purchase at
Pearl Essence by Vicki, - the newest and most
unique jewelry store in Staunton, 301 W. Main.
Find them on Facebook for more details. 

16th Annual 1M Walk/Run Turkey Trot, 7:30-
10:30am. In Drost Park which is just off Rt. 159
and Vadalabene Drive in Troy, www.troy
coc.com.

R.E.H.A.B Exercise Classes, Monday/Thursday
7 pm & Saturday 9 am, Rivers of Life Commu-
nity Church, 3131 E 23rd St, Granite City.
$2/class or purchase a pass and free child care.
For information call 618-797-7933.

2nD AnnuAl HolIDAY BAZAAR, 10-3,
Leona & Friends, 1200 N. Old Route 66, Litch-
field (inside My Formals).  TEN additional ven-
dors will be inside Leona’s on this special day to
provide one-stop-holiday shopping.  For more in-
formation visit www.MyFormals.com or find
Leona & Friends on Facebook.

Saturday Story Time, every Saturday at 10:30
am. Interactive program of stories, crafts, songs
and fun for all ages.  No registration required.
Maryville Community Library, 8 Schiber Court,
Maryville, www.maryville.lib.il.us.

Pie Bake - Off, 11-3, The Nature Institute, 2213
S. Levis Lane, Godfrey. A new fundraising event
for TNI to encourage people of all ages to show
off their baking skills and share the wonders of
The Nature Institute with the community. This
will be a fun event filled with delicious pie,
music, and a bounce house with price of admis-
sion, $6 for adults / $3 for kids under 10. Other
items such as food, coffee, beer, whole pies, and
TNI swag will be available for purchase at the
event, www.thenatureinstitute.org.

Stir Up Saturday: A Holiday Foods Program 12-
3 pm, Stephenson House, 409 S. Buchanan St,
Edwardsville. Participants will stir up a pudding
they will take home to bake and also make tradi-
tional mince pie filling, based on 18th century
recipes.  All supplies will be provided. $40/per-
son - Reservations required, www.stephenson
house.org.

Flintknapping Class, 12-4 pm, Cahokia Mounds
Interpretive Center, 30 Ramey St, Collinsville.
Learn the basics of Flintknapping. Students must
be 14 years or older and wear long pants for pro-
tection. The fee is $30 and payable to the instruc-
tor at the beginning of the class. Call
618-346-5160 to sign up, www.cahokia
mounds.org.

Nintendo Switch Gaming every Saturday, 1-4
pm, Six Mile Regional Library - Teen Room,
2001 Delmar Ave, Granite City. Grades 7-12,
www.smrld.org.

Hakuna Matata: Fall Foliage Sunset Cruise 3-5
pm, 215 W. Water St, Grafton.  Cruise  along the
Palisading Bluffs of the Mighty Mississippi for
a  truly breathtaking experience! Whether you
choose to sip on wine, bring a picnic lunch or just

enjoy the view, our crew will be sure that your 
experience is wonderful, www.visitalton.com.

Kellsie’s Trees of Hope, 6-10 pm, Gateway Con-
vention Center, 1 Gateway Drive, Collinsville.
Huge annual gala - volunteers donate and deco-
rate over 100 trees, wreaths and holiday ta-
blescapes to be auctioned and raffled. Guests can
sponsor “itty bitty trees” which are delivered
with gift cards to children on the oncology floor
at St. Louis Children’s Hospital with a special
message from their donor. The mission is to pro-
vide hope to families that have children suffering
from cancer by offering support for trips and gifts
that might otherwise be unattainable. We are also
dedicated to raising awareness and funds to sup-
port childhood cancer research and support the
education of healthcare providers with an annual
nursing scholarship. All net proceeds benefit chil-
dren with cancer. $50 for early bird single ticket,
$400 for a table of 8 or $500 for table of 10,
www.riversandroutes.com.

Eagles Bingo, 7 pm, every  Friday and Saturday
at Tri-mor Bingo Center, 3701 Nameoki Rd,
Granite City. Great Prizes and great fun!
www.granitecity.illinois.gov.

lIVE MuSIC: Mary Kirk, 7-10 pm, No. 5 Mine
Winery, 413 E. Central Ave, Benld,
www.the#5MineWinery. 

Lil' Ed & The Blues Imperials, 8 pm, Wildey
Theatre, 254 N. Main St, Edwardsville.The
Chicago Sun-Times says, “Lil’ Ed & The Blues
Imperials are the hottest purveyors of bottleneck
boogie to come of Chicago since Hound Dog
Taylor.” www.wildeytheatre.com.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17
Stained Glass Retreat, 9:30 am-6 pm, 13653
Lodge Blvd, Grafton. Join guests for a beginner
stained glass retreat and learn the art of stained
glass from an Alton Legend! Artist and owner of
Alton Stained Glass Works, Lynne Ulett, will be
guiding beginners through glass cutting, grind-
ing, foiling, and soldering. To take advantage of
this unique and artistic opportunity, you must
stay the night to participate, www.visitalton.com.

Bethalto Knights of Columbus Buffet Style
Chicken Dinner, 11:30 am – 2:00 pm, OLQP
Parish facility, 132 Butcher St, Bethalto. Adults
$10.00  -  Children $5.00   (5 to 10 yrs. old).
Adult Carry Outs Available. Public Welcome –
Handicap Accessible. All you can eat menu in-
cludes fried chicken, chicken strips, mashed po-
tatoes & gravy, mac-cheese, vegetable,
applesauce, dessert and drink. Proceeds go to
Bethalto K of C Charities and OLQP Parish. For
more information email samwaldo86@aol.com.

Hakuna Matata River Rambler Cruise 2-3 pm,
215 W. Water St, Grafton. Cruise two majestic
rivers bordered by soaring river bluffs on the
Hakuna Matata. Enjoy the onboard Tiki Bar
where passengers can sample tropical cocktails
for adults and kiddy cocktails for the younger
passengers, www.visitalton.com.

greater Alton Concert Association presents
Dean Christopher’s “Rat pack”, 3 pm, Hathe-
way Cultural Center at the Lewis & Clark Col-
lege, 5800 Godfrey Rd., Godfrey. Tickets are
available online or at the Alton Visitors
Center. Admission for adults is $25 in advance
or $27 at the door, and children 12 and under $10,
www.greateraltonconcertassociation.org. 
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olD CountRY AnD BluEgRASS MuSIC
JAM, every Sunday 5-8pm, Millersburg General
Store and The Melody Inn, 613 Route 143,
Millersburg (I-70 to exit 30, then east on 143 for
7 miles). All artists and audiences welcome. For
more call 618-669-2155.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18
IMPACT Center for Independent Living offers
Low Vision and Blind Support Group meetings
on the 1st and 3rd Monday of every month from
10 am - noon at the Jerseyville Public Library.
IMPACT can help you achieve or maintain your
independence through many of our programs,
www.jerseyvillelibrary.org. 

Story Time every Monday and Tuesday at 10 am,
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.  Glen Carbon Library,
198 S. Main, www.glencarbonlibrary.org.

Little Me Story Time, every Monday 10:30-
11am, Pat Huck Community Room at Tri-Town-
ship Public Library 209 S. Main St, Troy.  For
parents and children up to 3 years old.  Simple
finger games, songs and exercise, www.troy
library.org.

Pinochle played every Monday, 12-3 pm, Main
Street Community Center, 1003 N Main,
Edwardsville, www.mainstcc.org.

Bingo every Monday - doors open at 5:30, bingo
starts at 7 pm. Food and drink available. VFW
Post 3912, 215 W. Ryder, Litchfield. 

Story Time, 7 pm, every Monday Night, Six Mile
Regional Library - Training & Events Room,
2001 Delmar Ave, Granite City, www.smrld.org.

R.E.H.A.B Exercise Classes, Monday/Thursday
7 pm & Saturday 9 am, Rivers of Life Commu-
nity Church, 3131 E 23rd St, Granite City.
$2/class or purchase a pass. Free child care.  For
information call 618-797-7933.

Emotions Anonymous meets every Monday
night at 8 pm at the Immanuel Lutheran Church,
504 North 7th St, New Douglas.  Free and open
to anyone in need of emotional support for any
reason.  Contact Larry, madorin@frontiernet.net
or 217-272-4560.

MONDAY, NOV 18-TUESDAY,  NOV 19
AARP SMART Driver Class, 8:00 am -12:00
pm,   Senior Center, Collinsville. Learn new
laws, review safe driving strategies and qualify
for a discount on your car insurance.  You must
attend both days.  $15 for AARP members, $20
for non-members, to register call 618-344-7787
- LAST CLASS IN 2019.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19
Stretch & Move Classes, 8-9 am, $1/session,
Main Street Community Center, 1003 N Main,
Edwardsville. Classes every Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday. Not held if center closed for Holiday,
www.mainstcc.org.

Quilting, 9-11 am, every Tuesday at Jarvis Town-
ship Senior Citizens Center, 410 Wickliffe St.,
Troy. Quilting for all, beginners through sea-
soned, www.troymaryvillecoc.com.

Story Time every Monday and Tuesday at 10 am,
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.  Glen Carbon Library,
198 S. Main, www.glencarbonlibrary.org. 

Preschool Story Time every Tuesday, 10-10:30
am, Collinsville Library, 408 W. Main St,
Collinsville. Themed stories and a craft,
www.mvlibdist.org/collinsville_calendar.

Bingo played every Tuesday, 1-3 pm, Main
Street Community Center, 1003 N Main, Ed-
wardsville, www.mainstcc.org.

Open Gaming, 4-7 pm, Community Room,
Ground Floor, Collinsville Library, 408 W. Main
St, Collinsville. Video game system available for
public use, request a game be put in or bring your
own (no “M” rated games), www.mvlibdist.org/
collinsville_calendar.

America Reads Tutor, 4-8 pm, Every Tuesday,
Six Mile Regional Library, 2145 Johnson Rd,
Granite City. Tutor available for students K-12
grade,        1 hour sessions, first come/first served
basis, www.smrld.org.

Lego Club, 5-7 pm, every Tuesday, Six Mile
Regional Library, 2001 Delmar Ave, Granite
City. Grades K-5th, www.smrld.org.

Just Unwind Yarn Club meets the  3rd Tuesday
of each month, 6-8 pm,  to knit, socialize, and
share techniques with fellow yarn crafters. Six
Mile Regional Library, 2145 Johnson Rd, Gran-
ite City, www.smrld.org.

Tabletop Tuesdays, 6-7:30 pm, Six Mile Re-
gional Library, 2145 Johnson Rd, Granite City.
Grades 7-12 can learn how to play RPG’s and
board games in the new gaming series,
www.smrld.org.

Emotions Anonymous meets every Tuesday at
6 pm at the Louis Latzer Library, 1001 9th Street,
Highland (Contact Jackie at 618-654-9351 or
email: 16bjschu@email) and at 6 pm at the Lo-
cust Street Resource Center in Carlinville (Con-
tact Larry, madorin@frontiernet.net  or
217-272-4560).  Free and open to anyone in need
of emotional support for any reason.

Tales for Tails, 3rd Tuesday of the month, 6:30-
7:30 pm, 2001 Delmar Ave, Granite City. Stu-
dents in grades K-8th can practice reading to a
furry friend from C.H.A.M.P Assistance Dogs,
www.smrld.org. 

Square Dancing, 7-9 pm, Main Street Commu-
nity Center, 1003 N Main, Edwardsville,
www.main stcc.org.

Slappers County & Western Dance Club, 7 pm
every Tuesday, Tri-Cities Knights of Columbus
Hall, 4225 Old Alton Rd, Granite City. For infor-
mation call 618-877-4250.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20
Duplicate Bridge played every Wednesday, 9 am-
12 pm, Main Street Community Center, 1003 N
Main, Edwardsville, www.mainstcc.org.

Chair Yoga every Wednesday, 9:30am, Granite
City Township Hall, 2060 Delmar Ave, Granite
City.   For information call 618-877-1215.

Baby Boogie every Wednesday, 9:30-10:30 am,
Collinsville Library, 408 W. Main St,
Collinsville.  Suitable for all babies and toddlers
accompanied by a guardian, www.mvlibdist.org/
collinsville_ calendar.

YogART every Wednesday, 5:30-6:30 pm, Do-
nation Class, Jacoby Arts Center, 627 E. Broad-
way, Alton, www.jacobyartscenter.org.

Adult Bible Study, 6-7:15 pm, First Baptist
Church, 2709 Poplar St, Highland, www.fbchigh
land.org.

Mt. Olive Pinochle Club  plays every Wednes-
day, 6:30pm, Mt. Olive VFW, 21294 Rt 138, Mt.
Olive. 7 games of single deck pinochle - we draw
cards for partners. Open to the public, everyone
welcome. Call Sharon at 217-999-7668.

Free Yoga Time every Wednesday, 6:30-8 pm,
Community Room, Collinsville Library, and 408
W. Main St, Collinsville. No registration re-
quired. Ages 16+ welcome, www.mvlibdist.org/
collinsville_calendar.

Story Time every Wednesday at 6:30 pm.  Glen
Carbon Library, 198 S. Main, www.glencarbon
library.org.

Lions Club Bingo, 7 pm, every Wednesday at
Trimor Bingo Hall 3701 Nameoki Rd, 618-877-
7771.  27 games including 3-$500 bingo games,
2-$500 raffle games, and 4-$1000 raffle games.
Our mission is to assist folks in Pontoon Beach,
Mitchell, Granite City, Madison and Venice
who have sight & hearing problems,
www. granitecity.illinois.gov.

(continued next page)
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
Stretch & Move Classes, 8-9am, $1/session,
Main Street Community Center, 1003 N Main,
Edwardsville. Classes every Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday. Not held if center closed for Holiday,
www.mainstcc.org.

Story Time, 10 am, every Thursday morning, Six
Mile Regional Library, 2145 Johnson Rd, Gran-
ite City, www.smrld.org.

Pre-School STEAM Story Time, 10:30-11:30
am, Pat Huck Community Room at Tri-Township
Public Library, 209 S. Main St, Troy.  For
preschoolers 3- 6 yrs old.  Includes games, songs,
and STEAM activities, www.troylibrary.org.

Pinochle played every Thursday, 12-3 pm, Main
Street Community Center, 1003 N Main,
Edwardsville. www.mainstcc.org.

Bible Study every Thursday at noon at the
Women’s Ministry Center, 555 E. Bethalto Drive,
Bethalto. Call 618-803-9078 for information. 

Bingo, 12-3 pm, every Thursday at the Knights
of Columbus Hall, 1 Columbus Plaza,
Collinsville. $1/card.  Great lunch menu changes
weekly, www.discovercollinsville.com.

Free Clothes Closet, every Thursday from 11 am-
1 pm, Calvary Baptist Church, 3000 Washington
Ave, Granite City. No Appointment Necessary.
For information call Shirley at 618-304-3454.

Adult Game Day for Senior Citizens at River-
Bender.com Community Center, 200 W. 3rd St,
Alton, Every 3rd Thursday of the month from 10
am-2 pm. Admission $7. Enjoy playing card
games, board games, or Wii with friends. In-
cludes a delicious lunch and dessert, www.River-
BenderCommunityCenter.org.

Taste of Downtown Alton, 5:30-7;30pm in
Argosy Casino's Music Hall, 1 Piasa St, Alton.
Sample a variety of local flavor from many of
your favorite dining establishments under one
roof for only $15. Tickets on sale at Alton Visi-
tors Center, 200 Piasa St, Alton or by phone 618-
465-6676, www.visitalton.com.

Bingo for Books, 6 pm, Six Mile Regional Li-
brary, 2001 Delmar Ave  , Granite City. Play
Bingo, Win a Book! Celebrate Family Read
Night with us! All ages welcome. Register by
calling the Youth Services Department at 618-
452-6238 ext 720, www.smrld.org.

Free Video Game Club every Thursday, 6-7:30
pm, Community Room, Collinsville Library, 408
W. Main St, Collinsville. Each month there will
be weekly sessions to progress in a narrative
driven game,www.mvlibdist.org/collinsville_
calendar.

FREE PAWS for Reading, 6:30-7:30 pm,  Latzer
Memorial Public Library, 1001 9th St, Highland.
Love dogs and books? Come pet therapy dogs
while reading. 3rd Thursday of the month
through December. Open to children of all ages,
no RSVP required, www.highlandillinois.com.

R.E.H.A.B Exercise Classes, Monday/Thursday
7 pm & Saturday 9 am, Rivers of Life Commu-
nity Church, 3131 E 23rd St, Granite City.
$2/class or purchase a pass. Free child care.  For
information call 618-797-793 3 .

Square Dance Lessons, 7-9 pm, every Thursday,
Wood River Roundhouse, 633 N Wood River
Ave, Wood River.  First lesson is free—$5/lesson
after that.  For more information call Bo at 618-
288-9838 or email fsemith@aol.com.

Emotions Anonymous 12 Steps for Christians
meets every Thursday at 7 pm at the St. Paul
Lutheran Church on the frontage road 2 miles
north of Hamel. Free and open to anyone in need
of emotional support for any reason.  Contact
Larry madorin@frontiernet.net or 217-272-4560.

Police Bingo, every Thursday night, starts at
7 pm.  No games under $110.  Paper cards &
mates, full snack bar, bingo supplies, no smok-
ing, plenty of parking.  Proceeds benefit the pro-
grams supported by the Granite City Police Dept.
including youth athletics. Knights of Columbus
Hall, 425 Old Alton Road, Granite City.
www.granitecity.illinois.gov.

Bingo, every Thursday 7:30 pm (doors open at
5:30),  VFW Post 5694, 1900 VFW Road,
Highland.

Alateen Meeting, for young people (ages 9-19)
whose lives have been affected by someone who
has a drinking problem.  No fees, no member-
ships. First Christian Church, 310 S. Main,
Edwardsville from 7-8 pm. For information call
618-463-2429 or 618-401-9836.

Bingo, every Thursday 7:30 pm (doors open at
5:30),  VFW Post 5694, 1900 VFW Road,
Highland.

FREE Astronomy Association Meeting, 8:30 pm,
Talahi Lodge at the Olin Nature Preserve, 2213
S Levis Ln, Godfrey. Every 3rd Thursday of the
month. Join TNI members and friends to observe
and record constellations. No telescopes needed,
www.thenatureinstitue.org.

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER 22
Stretch & Move Classes, 8-9 am, $1/session,
Main Street Community Center, 1003 N Main,

Edwardsville. Classes every Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday. Not held if center closed for Holiday,
www.mainstcc.org.

Bingo played every Friday, 1-3 pm, Main Street
Community Center, 1003 N Main, Edwardsville,
www.mainstcc.org.

Bingo, every Thursday 7:30 pm (doors open at
5:30),  VFW Post 5694, 1900 VFW Road,
Highland.

Fish Fry, 4-8 pm, Choice of Fried Cod, Catfish,
Jack Salmon and Baked Salmon or Tilapia, Cod
cut ups, Shrimp and Chicken Strips. Dinners in-
clude 2 sides: choice of cole slaw, potato salad,
french fries, macaroni and cheese, baked beans,
hushpuppies, mushrooms and onion rings. Eat in
or carryout. 618-667-8387. Troy VFW, Troy,
www.troymaryvillecoc.com.  

Fish Fry every Friday - 5-7 pm, 9 oz catfish filet,
fries, slaw, and dessert/$7.00, fish sandwich/
$4.00. Carryouts available for 25¢ extra. VFW
Post 3912, 215 W. Ryder, Litchfield.

Friday Night Fish Fry, 5-8 pm, every Friday at
V.F.W. Post 1300, 3401 Century Dr, Granite City.
Kitchen open to the public- Eat in, call in and
carry out. Cod, fried shrimp, jack salmon &
chicken.

Community tree lighting, 5:30-8 pm, Lincoln-
Douglas Square, Broadway and Landmarks Blv,
Alton. Free trolley rides between the Riverbender
Community Center (corner of 3rd and Belle) and
L-D Square will take place from 5:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. Santa & Mrs. Claus arrive at 6 p.m. for
free photos with Santa!  Free  cookies and hot
chocolate, caroling and the blessing and lighting
of the Christmas tree are sure to get you into the
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holiday spirit. A Holiday open House at the
Riverbender.com Community Center will take
place between 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. Help create the
biggest CASTLE OF CANS yet! Bring donations
to Alton City Hall, Alton Police Dept. or the
Alton Fire Station located at 333 E. 20th St. any-
time before 5 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 16. OR just
bring your donation with you to the event! A Cas-
tle of Cans will be built during the tree lighting
and the food will be donated to the Salvation
Army, www.riversandroutes.com.

FREE Open Mic Night, 7 pm,  Germania Brew
Haus, 617 E Broadway, Alton. There will be a
signup sheet - first come first served. Sound
equipment and keyboard on location, bring any-
thing else you may need.  For more information-
call 314-667-4751.

Eagles Bingo, 7 pm, every  Friday and Saturday
at Tri-mor Bingo Center, 3701 Nameoki Rd,
Granite City. Great Prizes and great fun!
www.granitecity.illinois.gov.

Western Dance Night, every  Friday 7-10 pm,
Fraternal Order of Eagles, 2558 Madison Ave,
Granite City.  $5.00 door charge. For more infor-
mation call 618-451-2109. 

Fourth Friday Night Film Festival, 7-8:30 pm.
Topics include education, ecology, eco-con-
sciousness, future design.  If you enjoy ideas that
turn our current worldview on its head, you will
appreciate the perspectives offered in these films
and the interesting conversations to follow. lav-
istaelc.org.

FRIDAY, NOV 22 - SATURDAY, NOV 23

26tH AnnuAl HolIDAY opEn HouSE,
Nokomis Gift & Garden, 123 Morgan Street,

Nokomis.  Friday 8:30 am-7 pm, Saturday, 8:30
am-3 pm.  Friday night wine tasting 407.  Both
days feature refreshments, door prizes and the
opportunity to start -  or finish- your Christmas
shopping!  Come and see our new shop revanmp
with a holiday flair.  Find us on Facebook for up-
dates

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER 23

EVERY SAtuRDAY - Bring in 4 non-perish-
able food items to be donated to Helping Hands
in Staunton and get 20% off your purchase at
Pearl Essence by Vicki, - the newest and most
unique jewelry store in Staunton, 301 W. Main.
Find them on Facebook for more details. 

R.E.H.A.B Exercise Classes, Monday/Thursday
7 pm & Saturday 9 am, Rivers of Life Commu-
nity Church, 3131 E 23rd St, Granite City.
$2/class or purchase a pass. Free child care.  For
information call 618-797-7933.

The Metro East Model Railroad Club OPEN
HOUSE, 10AM to 3PM on the following Satur-
days: November 23, 2019; December  7, 2019;
December 21, 2019; & January 4, 2020; at their
club house located at 180 Summit Street in Glen
Carbon, Illinois (the old Glen Carbon Firehouse
/ City Hall).  Visitors are welcome to view the
club’s trains running on their 18 x 27 foot HO
Scale model railroad.  Admission is FREE.   For
more information, please call Bob at 618-476-
9228 or Bill at 618-531-1589, or check the web
site at www.trainweb.org/memrc.

(continued next page)
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Nature for Beginners - Wildlife in Your Back-
yard, 10-11:30 am, The Nature Institute, 2213 S.
Levis Lane, Godfrey. A series developed for peo-
ple of all ages who aren’t quite comfortable
spending time outdoors. Come with an open
mind to learn more about the natural world
around. Please dress appropriately to spend part
to all of the time outdoors, www.thenatureinsti-
tute.org.

Saturday Story Time, every Saturday at 10:30
am. Interactive program of stories, crafts, songs
and fun for all ages.  No registration required.
Maryville Community Library, 8 Schiber Court,
Maryville, www.maryville.lib.il.us.

Nintendo Switch Gaming every Saturday, 1-4
pm, Six Mile Regional Library - Teen Room,
2001 Delmar Ave, Granite City. Grades 7-12,
www.smrld.org.

Holiday Cheers Vendor Market 1-6 pm, 400
Landmarks Blvd, Alton. Kick off the holiday sea-
son  while you shop from artisan vendors and
pick up local produce for your Thanksgiving
meal all while enjoying live music and food &
drink specials, www.visitalton.com.

Family Game Night, 4-6 pm, The Tibbetts House
Bed, Breakfast, & Books, 801 9th St, Highland.
3rd Saturday every month. For more information
call 618-772-8161 or visit www.facebook.com
/tibbettshouse/.

Eagles Bingo, 7 pm, every  Friday and Saturday
at Tri-mor Bingo Center, 3701 Nameoki Rd,
Granite City. Great Prizes and great fun!
www.granitecity.illinois.gov.

HEARTSFIELD, 7:30 pm, Wildey Theatre,  254
N. Main St, Edwardsville, wildeytheatre.com.

Alateen Meeting, every Saturday, 8-9 pm, Gille-
spie Library, 201 W. Chestnut (side door).  For
young people (ages 9-19) whose lives have been
affected by someone who has a drinking prob-
lem.  No fees, no membership.  For more infor-
mation call 618-463-2429 or 618-406-9530.

lIVE MuSIC: Jack Kent, 8-11 pm, No. 5 Mine
Winery, 413 E. Central Ave, Benld,
www.the#5MineWinery. 

SATURDAY, NOV 23-SUNDAY,  NOV  24
9th Annual Calhoun Art Guild Arts & Craft Sale,
Saturday, 10-4, Sunday 11-4 at the Center for
American Archeology Old Kampsville Grade-
school, 101 N. Broadway, Kampsville, IL. Come
out and get your holiday shopping done early.
Everything made by local artists: jewelry, gourds,
photographs, wood carvings, pottery, journals,
quilts, painting, notecards, glass work and more!
For more information, call (217) 653-2098, (618)
653-4511 (day of sale), or  calhounartguild@
gmail.com, www.riversandroutes.com.

SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 24

St. Louis Metro Polka Club Dance, 3-6:30 pm,
Polish Hall, 826 Greenwood St, Madison, IL.
Fred and Friends is the featured entertainment.
Fred Buechner as a solo artist will recreate the
sounds of Trio Freddie Band from the 70's and
80's with the help of electronics.  He will be
joined by guest artists. There is a club meeting
starting at 2 PM and if it ends early, the band may
start earlier than 3...and typically does,
www.folkfire.org/polka.

olD CountRY AnD BluEgRASS MuSIC

JAM, 5-8 pm every Sunday @ Millersburg Gen-
eral Store and The Melody Inn, 613 Route 143,
Millersburg (I-70 to exit 30, then east on 143 for
7 miles). All artists and audiences welcome. For
more information call 618-669-2155.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25
Euchre played every 2nd and 4th Monday of the
month, 9:30-11 am, Main Street Community
Center, 1003 N Main, Edwardsville, www.main-
stcc.org.

Story Time every Monday and Tuesday at 10 am,
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.  Glen Carbon Library,
198 S. Main, www.glencarbonlibrary.org. 

Little Me Story Time, every Monday 10:30-11
am, Pat Huck Community Room at Tri-Township
Public Library 209 S. Main St, Troy.  For parents
and children up to 3 years old.  Simple finger
games, songs and exercise, www.troylibrary.org.

Pinochle played every Monday and Thursday,
12-3pm, Main Street Community Center, 1003
N. Main, Edwardsville, www.mainstcc.org.

American Red Cross Blood Drive, 3-7 pm, Korte
Recreation Center, 1 Nagel Dr,  Highland. Give
the gift of life and donate blood, www.high-
landillinois.com.

Bingo every Monday - doors open at 5:30, bingo
starts at 7 pm. Food and drink available.     VFW
Post 3912, 215 W. Ryder, Litchfield. 

Story Time, 7pm, Every Monday Night, Six Mile
Regional Library - Training & Events Room,
2001 Delmar Ave, Granite City, www.smrld.org.

Ecological Discussion Group, 7-8:30 pm, every
2nd and 4th Monday of each month, La Vista
Ecological Learning Center, 4300 Levis Lane,
Godfrey. For more information email info@lav-
istaelc.org or call 618-466-5004.

Adult Game Night, 7-8 pm, First Baptist Church,
2709 Poplar St, Highland, www.fbchighland.org.

Emotions Anonymous meets every Monday
night at 8 pm at the Immanuel Lutheran Church,
504 North 7th St, New Douglas.  Free and open
to anyone in need of emotional support for any
reason.  Contact Larry, madorin@frontiernet.net
or 217-272-4560.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26
Stretch & Move Classes, 8-9 am, $1/session,
Main Street Community Center, 1003 N Main,
Edwardsville. Classes every Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday. Not held if center closed for Holiday,
www.mainstcc.org.

Quilting, 9-11 am, every Tuesday at Jarvis Town-
ship Senior Citizens Center, 410 Wickliffe St.,
Troy. Quilting for all, beginners through sea-
soned, www.troymaryvillecoc.com.

Story Time every Monday and Tuesday at 10 am,
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.  Glen Carbon Library,
198 S. Main, www.glencarbonlibrary.org. 

Preschool Story Time every Tuesday, 10-10:30
am, Collinsville Library, 408 W. Main St,
Collinsville. Themed stories and a craft,
www.mvlibdist.org/collinsville_calendar.

Bingo played every Tuesday, 1-3pm, Main Street
Community Center, 1003 N Main, Edwardsville,
www.mainstcc.org.
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Open Gaming, 4-7 pm, Community Room,
Ground Floor, Collinsville Library, 408 W. Main
St, Collinsville. Video game system available for
public use, request a game be put in or bring your
own (no “M” rated games), www.mvlibdist.org/
collinsville_calendar.

America Reads Tutor, 4-8 pm, every Tuesday,
Six Mile Regional Library, 2145 Johnson Rd,
Granite City. Tutor available for students K-12
grade.  1 hour sessions - first come, first served,
www.smrld.org.

Lego Club, 5-7 pm, Every Tuesday, Six Mile Re-
gional Library, 2001 Delmar Ave, Granite City.
Grades K-5th. For information call 618-452-
6238.

Tabletop Tuesdays, 6-7:30 pm, Six Mile Re-
gional Library, 2145 Johnson Rd, Granite City.
Grades 7-12 can learn how to play RPG’s and
board games in the new gaming series,
www.smrld.org.

Square Dancing, 7-9 pm, Main Street Commu-
nity Center, 1003 N Main, Edwardsville,
www.main stcc.org.

Slappers County & Western Dance Club, 7 pm
every Tuesday, Tri-Cities Knights of Columbus
Hall, 4225 Old Alton Rd, Granite City. For infor-
mation call 618-877-4250.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27
Duplicate Bridge played every Wednesday, 9 am-
12 pm, Main Street Community Center, 1003 N
Main, Edwardsville, www.mainstcc.org.

Chair Yoga every Wednesday, 9:30am, Granite
City Township Hall, 2060 Delmar Ave, Granite
City.   For information call 618-877-1215.

Baby Boogie every Wednesday, 9:30-10:30 am,
Collinsville Library, 408 W. Main St,
Collinsville.  Suitable for all babies and toddlers
accompanied by a guardian, www.mvlibdist.org/
collinsville_ calendar.

YogART every Wednesday, 5:30-6:30 pm, Do-
nation Class, Jacoby Arts Center, 627 E. Broad-
way, Alton, www.jacobyartscenter.org.

Adult Bible Study, 6-7:15 pm, First Baptist
Church, 2709 Poplar St, Highland, www.fbchigh
land.org.

Mt. Olive Pinochle Club plays every Wednesday,
6:30pm, Mt. Olive VFW, 21294 Rt 138, Mt.
Olive. 7 games of single deck pinochle - we draw
cards for partners. Open to the public, everyone
welcome. Call Sharon at 217-999-7668.

FREE Yoga Time every Wednesday, 6:30-8 pm,
Community Room, Collinsville Library, and 408
W. Main St, Collinsville. No registration re-
quired. Ages 16+ welcome, www.mvlibdist.org/
collinsville_calendar.

Story Time every Wednesday at 6:30 pm.  Glen
Carbon Library, 198 S. Main, www.glencarbon
library.org. 

Lions Club Bingo every Wednesday, 7 pm, Tri-
mor Bingo Hall 3701 Nameoki Rd, Granite City.
27 games including 3-$500 bingo games, 2-$500
raffle games, and 4-$1000 raffle games. Our mis-
sion is to assist folks in Pontoon Beach, Mitchell,
Granite City, Madison and Venice who have sight
& hearing problems, www.granitecity.
illinois.gov.

(continued on page 71)
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Portrait - The Music of Kansas,  8pm,  Wildey
Theatre, 254 N. Main St, Edwardsville,
www.wildeytheatre.com.

WED, NOV 27-SAT, NOV 30
AnnuAl CHRIStMAS opEn HouSE @
The Cristal Lantern, 107 E. Main, Mt Olive.  Re-
freshements, door prizes and in-store specials on
home and holiday decor, hand painted orna-
ments, fun, unique,  holiday and inspirational
gifts and more.  For more information find The
Cristal Lantern on Facebook or call 618-225-
3649. 

THURSDAY,NOVEMBER 28
Count YouR BlESSIngS -
HAppY tHAnkSgIVIng!

Gobble Hobble Fun Run, 7-8 am, Glik Park,
12525 Sportsman, Highland. Join your family
and friends on Thanksgiving Day for a 2 mile fun
run as a prequel to your turkey feast consump-
tion,  www.highlandillinois.com.

Thanksgiving Day Buffet, 10:30 am-1:30 pm,
Best Western Premier, 3559 College Ave, Alton.
Enjoy an amazing Thanksgiving feast while
being serenaded by the harmonious sounds of
strolling musicians. Reservations recommended,
www.BWPremierAlton.com.

Thanksgiving Feast, 11 am-5 pm, Pere Marquette
Lodge, 13653 Lodge Blvd, Grafton. Come out
and let us do the cooking as you and your family
enjoy our Thanksgiving Feast! We’ve got all of
the Turkey Day traditions plus so much more,
www.visitalton.com.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29
Stretch & Move Classes, 8-9 am, $1/session,
Main Street Community Center, 1003 N Main,
Edwardsville. Classes every Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday. Not held if center closed for holiday,
www.mainstcc.org.

Bingo, every Thursday 7:30 pm (doors open at
5:30),  VFW Post 5694, 1900 VFW Road,
Highland.

Fish Fry, 4-8 pm, Troy VFW. Choice of Fried
Cod, Catfish, Jack Salmon and Baked Salmon or
Tilapia, Cod cut ups, Shrimp and Chicken Strips.
Dinners include 2 sides: choice of cole slaw, po-
tato salad, french fries, macaroni and cheese,
baked beans, hushpuppies, mushrooms and onion
rings. Eat in or carryout, www.troycoc.com.

Fish Fry every Friday - 5-7 pm, 9 oz catfish filet,
fries, slaw, and dessert/$7.00, fish sandwich/
$4.00. Carryouts available for 25¢ extra. VFW
Post 3912, 215 W. Ryder, Litchfield. 

Friday Night Fish Fry, 5-8 pm, every Friday at
V.F.W. Post 1300, 3401 Century Dr, Granite City.
Kitchen open to the public- Eat in, call in and
carry out. Cod, fried shrimp, jack salmon &
chicken.

open play at RiverBender.com Community
Center, 200 W. 3rd St, Alton, every Friday night
from 6-10 p.m. Open to members/$5, and non-
members/$10. All ages welcome. Come for ar-
cade games, video games, and table games
including pool tables, Ping Pong, and air hockey.
Enjoy a DJ & dance floor, movie theater, rock
climbing wall, concessions, and a full service
kitchen, RiverBenderCommunity Center.org.

Annual Lighted Christmas Parade, 7 pm, Down-
town Square, 907 Main Street, Highland. Stay to
watch Santa Clause "light the square" in Historic
Downtown Highland. The Parade will step off
from the Primary/Elementary parking lot on Lin-
denthal and travel west to Washington, then
North on Washington to finish at the square. The
Santa Band will be playing on the square, Mad-

grigal singers will be caroling, there will be car-
riage ride and holiday refreshments for all to
enjoy, www.greatriverroad.com.

Eagles Bingo, 7 pm, every  Friday and Saturday
at Tri-mor Bingo Center, 3701 Nameoki Rd,
Granite City. Great Prizes and great fun!
www.granitecity.illinois.gov.

FRIDAY, NOV 29-SATURDAY, NOV 30
Annual Native American Holiday Market, Fri-
day, 12-5 pm, Saturday, 9-4, Cahokia Mounds
State Historic Site, 30 Ramey St, Collinsville.
Purchase holiday gift items made by Native
American artists and craftspeople. Unique and
handmade items will include jewelry, paintings,
herbals, weaving, baskets, pottery, metal work,
sculptures and more. This is free and open to the
public , www.cahokiamounds.org. 

Christmas Candlelight Tours, Col. Benjamin
Stephenson House, 409 S. Buchanan St, Ed-
wardsville, 6-9 pm both nights. Step back in time
to experience an 1820s Christmas. Historically-
dressed docents will discuss the rich history of
the house as guests take a self-guided tour
through the festively adorned rooms. Enjoy a cup
of hot wassail, a sweet treat, a story or two, and
a warm fire at the Stephenson House to usher in
the holiday season. The house will not be open
during the day on Friday, Saturday or
Sunday. Admission is $10 for adults, $5 for chil-
dren ages 6 to 12, and children 5 and under are
admitted free, www.stephensonhouse.org. 

POCO, 8 pm both nights, Wildey Theatre,  254
N. Main St, Edwardsville, wildeytheatre.com. 

FRIDAY, NOV 29-SUNDAY, DEC 1
AnnuAl HolIDAY opEn HouSE, Light-
house Antique Mall, 19130 W. Frontage Road,
Raymond (Carlinville Exit 60 off Interstate 55).
Refreshments, special sales, holiday shopping.
For more information call 217-324-6111 or find
them on Facebook.

CHRIStMAS opEn HouSE, Fri-Sat, 10-5,
Sun, 12-5, State Street Antiques & Jim’s Attic,
115 N. State Street, Jerseyville.  20% off most
items, refreshments and more.  For more infor-
mation find us on Facebook. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30
SMAll BuSInESS SAtuRDAY - 
SHop SMAll, SHop loCAl!

EVERY SAtuRDAY - Bring in 4 non-perish-
able food items to be donated to Helping Hands
in Staunton and get 20% off your purchase at
Pearl Essence by Vicki, - the newest and most
unique jewelry store in Staunton, 301 W. Main.
Find them on Facebook for more details. 

SHop SMAll SCoRE BIg - You could win
up to $250 in gift cards from merchants in Troy,
Maryville, St. Jacob and Marine! Every $1 spent
at participating merchants = 1 ticket into the
drawing, which will be held on December 6 via
Facebook live.  Participating merchants and de-
tails @ www.troycoc.com.

tAYloRVIllE’S FIRSt EVERY town
wIDE SMAll BuSInESS SAtuRDAY
EVEnt - scavenger hunt, walking bingo and
more with multiple participating Taylorville busi-
nesses offering refreshments, special sales, draw-
ing for door prizes and more.  Includes Dear
Yesteryear, Cottage Rose Gift Shoppe, The
Wooden Flower, Sunny Knoll Ogranics, Little
Luxuries, Rebecca’s Antiques and Posh Bou-
tiques, Ma & Pa’s Treasures, Talia’s Bakery and
many others.  For more information visit individ-
ual retailer’s Facebook pages.

R.E.H.A.B Exercise Classes, Monday/Thursday
7 pm & Saturday 9 am, Rivers of Life Commu-
nity Church, 3131 E 23rd St, Granite City.
$2/class or purchase a pass. Free child care.  For
information call 618-797-7933.

CHRIStMAS opEn HouSE: 9-2, Bev’s Bas-
kets & Bows, 609B Main Street, Greenfield..
Refreshments, door prizes, in-store specials.
Find out more on Facebook.

60th Annual Great River Road Run starting at 10
am in Downtown Alton. Race off your Thanks-
giving dinner  on either the 2 mile route or 10
mile route on the scenic Great River Road, visi-
talton.com.

Saturday Story Time, every Saturday at 10:30
am. Interactive program of stories, crafts, songs
and fun for all ages.  No registration required.
Maryville Community Library, 8 Schiber Court,
Maryville, www.maryville.lib.il.us.

Cookie Crumb Trail, 10 am-4 pm in Highland.
Get ready, get set, Shop Small - SHOP HIGH-
LAND!, www.highlandillinois.com.

The 17th Annual Small Business Saturday Green
Gift Bazaar, 10 am-4 pm, 300 Alby St, Alton.
Earth Friendly, One-Of-A-Kind gifts that are
handcrafted, recycled, up-cycled, made in the
USA, or fair trade, www.altonmainstreet.org.

Nintendo Switch Gaming every Saturday, 1-4
pm, Six Mile Regional Library - Teen Room,
2001 Delmar Ave, Granite City. Grades 7-12,
www.smrld.org.

Downtown Country Christmas Festival, from 2-
8 pm, 103 Lincoln Ave, Jerseyville. Holiday fun
for the entire family begin with the arrival of
Santa Claus by helicopter! Stick around for an
evening of entertainment including: Music on
State Street, fresh baked goods at Mrs. Claus's
Bake Shop, games on Elf Boulevard, photos with
Santa, lighting of the Jerseyville Christmas Tree,
Rudolph's Red Nose Parade and more,
www.downtowncountrychristmas.com. 

Eagles Bingo, 7 pm, every  Friday and Saturday
at Tri-mor Bingo Center, 3701 Nameoki Rd,
Granite City. Great Prizes and great fun!
www.granitecity.illinois.gov.

Western Dance Night, every  Friday 7-10 pm,
Fraternal Order of Eagles, 2558 Madison Ave,
Granite City.  $5.00 door charge. For more infor-
mation call 618-451-2109. 

lIVE MuSIC: Kerry Lee, 7-11 pm, No. 5 Mine
Winery, 413 E. Central Ave, Benld,
www.the#5MineWinery. 

SATURDAY, NOV 30-SUNDAY, DEC 1
Great Train Expo, 10 am-4 pm, Gateway Con-
vention Center, 1 Gateway Dr, Collinsville. The
nation's only coast-to-coast model train show.
Designed for the general public, modelers, hob-
byists, families, and the just plain curious,
www.gatewaycenter.com. 

Bethalto Christmas Village, 5-8 pm, 213 N.
Prairie St, Bethalto. Celebrate Christmas with a
stroll through Central Park in Bethalto, with dec-
orated, lighted Christmas-themed cottages, live
music, great food, a visit with Santa and Mrs.
Claus, holiday vendors and crafters, a live nativ-
ity scene, children's craft area, petting zoo, barrel
car rides and more, www.visitalton.com

SATURDAY, NOV 30-SUNDAY, DEC 29
CHRITMAS WONDERLAND Light Display,
every Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 5-9 pm @ Rock
Springs Park on College Ave, Alton.  Drive
through the park to view more than 2 million
lights, cascading waterfalls of lights, lighted trees
and displays, and take your child's photo with
Santa Claus in the Enchanted Forest. Admission
is $7 for cars and small vans or $1 per person for
vehicles holding 10 or more persons. There will
also be a special walk-through night (no cars al-
lowed) the first Monday after Thanksgiving. Ad-
mission for the walk-through night is $1 per
person, www.greatriverroad.com.

SAVE THE DATES!
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1
FREE Sewing Circle, 1-3 p.m. (meets each
month on the second and fourth Sunday.) Bring
any period sewing or needlecraft project to share
and/or work on in a relaxed setting.  Instruction
and help are available to those wanting to ad-
vance their skills in the production of period gar-
ments. Both ladies and gentlemen are welcome
to participate.  An informal gathering to share
skills, ideas, and new information. The Colonel
Benjamin Stephenson House, 409 S. Buchanan,
Edwardsville, www.stephensonhouse.org.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2
CHRIStMAS opEn HouSE, 5-8 pm, Re-
becca’s Antiques & Posh Boutique, 100 W. Mar-
ket St, Taylorville. Beverages, sweet treats, door
prizes and exclusive holiday shopping. www.re-
beccasamtiques.com.

SPECIAL WALK THROUGH NIGHT @
Christmas Wonderland, 5-9 pm, 2100 College
Ave, Alton. See more than 2.5 million lights
adorning trees and lighting displays throughout
the park. Visitors are sure to be captivated by the
holiday spirit. No cars allowed this night, admis-
sion $1/person, www.visitalton.com.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1
Granite City Senior Social Club Annual Christ-
mas Party/Dinner/Dance featuring Bill Forness/
Johnny Cash Tribute, and 19 E Street Band plu
catered meal.  $13/members, $15/non-members.
Doors open at 12:15 pm,  meal at 1 pm, followed
by entertainment and dancing.  Ends at 5 pm.  At-
tendance prizes, and more.  For ticket informa-
tion call Diana @ 618-444-6771.

FRI, DEC  6-SAT, DEC 7
VIRDEn’S CountRY CHRIStMAS, down-
town Virden.  Kids Christmas Rock Quest,
Christmas Market, Nativity Walk, Hall of Trees,
Christmas story time, Polar Express rides,
Lighted parade, Santa’s arrival, cookie walk and
much more. For details visit www.virdencham-
ber.com.

FRI, DEC  6-SUN, DEC 8
A CARlInVIllE CHRIStMAS, Fri 12-8
pm, Sat, 9am-8 pm, Sun, 11 am-3 pm.  A magical
holiday event held the first weekend of Decem-
ber each year with strolling carolers, great food
and drinks, Christmas light shows, specials
events and exclusive holiday shopping.  Santa on
the square, soup and chili dinner, a bell choir, fire
truck rides, petting zoo, Magician Chef Bananas,
free sleigh rides plus live music and entertain-
ment throughout the day make this a weekend
you won’t forget, and will keep you coming back
year after year.  Artisan vendors will be set up
downtown on East Main Street and at the Cross
Church on West Main as well.  Free shuttle serv-
ice to and from: Carlinville Christmas Market at
Cross Church, downtown, The Carlinville Plaza
amd the Anderson Mansion’s Annual Christmas
Show.  For more information visit www.Face-
book.com/A Carlinville Christmas, or save
the insert in this issue of The Buzz Magazine,
the OFFICIAL GUIDE to A Christmas in
Carlinville!  
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now HIRIng Full tIME tECHnICIAnS at
Turney Services. Paid holidays and benefit package.
Apply online @www.TurneyServices.com.
____________________________________________

tuRnkEY tAXI CAB CoMpAnY FoR SAlE, in-
cludes business with clientele list and 2006 Dodge
Grand Caravan. Over 5 years in business with one
owner. Making money. Asking $75K. Serious inquiries
only call 217-324-2222. 

pRICED to SEll QuICklY House w/2 car
garage on 2 lots - corner lot. Needs tax liens paid as
well as mowing liens, then commissions. Open offers
near asking price. Land is worth $10,000 a double lot
by the park in town. House, Garage and city utilities
are worth at least $7,600. Rental house needs some
TLC so be willing to put in a days work and a few thou-
sand for patch roof work and other small jobs in bath-
room and kitchen....or the extras if you want more than
basic living. 627 N. Taylor Street, Staunton -by ball
field - $17,600 or best offer.
____________________________________________

HouSE FoR SAlE 4 BR/2.5 bath with 2 car garage
on full basement in Edwardsville.  Call 618-623-7311.
____________________________________________

pRopERtY FoR SAlE - industrial or residential site
with city utilities.  Various plots to choose from.  Two
hay crops a year.  Virden, IL.  Call 217-965-3551.  
____________________________________________

15 ACRES, timber, creek, utility access. Easement.
Near  Litchfield’s Lake Yaeger off IL Route 16 between
Litchfield/Hillsboro. Great for RV, cabin, home site,
hunting, investment.  Personal owner selling.  No con-
tract for deed. No land clearing companies, $94,000.
Call  217-324-3869.
____________________________________________

nICE HouSE FoR A nICE pRICE -  Well built 2/3
BR, 2 BA brick ranch. Hardwood floors, remodeled
bathroom, 1958 sq ft.  112 Midway Ave, Cottage Hills,
IL.  Good value for $86,900.  Call for appointment.
618-604-9723.  (ufn)
____________________________________________

1 BR ApARtMEnt for rent. Water/heat/ trash in-
cluded for $450/month.  Security deposit and 1 year
lease required.  Staunton, 618-444-7222. 

2 BR ApARtMEnt for rent with washer/ dryer
hookups.   Includes water/heat/trash.  Security deposit
and 1 year lease required.  $600/month. Staunton, 618-
444-7222.

2005 kEYStonE SpRIntER 5tH wHEEl
CAMpER,  good condition, central heat/air, 12’ slide,
road ready!  Call 618-292-6363 for price and details.
____________________________________________

FIBERglASS CAMpER SHEll,  well made,
heavy duty, no cracks.  Fits Ford Ranger pickups with
6 ft styleside bed.  Dark grey metallic.  Need to sell,
have no place to store it, $375, call 618-259-2720.
4 X 8 tRAIlER 1999,  with sideboards , tilt bed, new
tires, $350, call 217-533-4699.
____________________________________________

2005 Honda 750 Shadow, approx. 8000 miles.  With
windshield, light cluster bars, rider seat and back rest,
leather saddle bags, whole bike cover.  In good condi-
tion.  Only $3400.  Please call 217-710-7957 after 7PM.
____________________________________________

2012 kAI  SCootER 150 cc with only 20 miles on
it.  Owned by senior citizen that cannot ride.  $1195 or
best offer, 217-320-3311.
____________________________________________

2007 Yamaha 650 cc Silverado Dark Blue 
w/ Saddle Bags and Helmet, 500 miles, $3900 OBO lo-
cated near Mt. Olive, 217-246-4868.
____________________________________________

1992 Chevy Sports Van, 111,xxx miles, $3500 OBO,
217-259-6948.

1991 CoBRA tRIkE with 350 Chevy engine. Low
mileage.  Cherry Pearl with stainless steel exhaust.
Asking $15,000, 618-606-1709.
____________________________________________

99 SuZukI IntRuDER. 6,xxx miles.  $4,000 OBO,
call 618-977-8147.
____________________________________________

1955 FoRD FAIRlAnE - completely restored, both
motor and interior/exterior. Rust free and in perfect
driving condition inluding A/C. Driven many times
back and forth between Springfield and Litchfield with
no problems.  Currenly located in Litchfield.  $19,500
or best offer.  Call Gus at 217-529-4270.
____________________________________________

FoRD RAngER pARtS, rear painted bumper 1993-
2011, no rust - $65.  Black plastic grille, new 1995-
2000 - $30. Exhaust system taken off 2007 with 9,000
miles, fits other years as well, good shape - $100. Call
steve @ 618-259-2720.
____________________________________________

1999 FoRD SupERCAB F150 4X4,  new battery, re-
cent tune-up, duel exhaust, Reese hitch, new toolbox
with extra drawer, steering, brakes and air. Many extras.
135,xxx miles, $4,500, call 217-533-4699.
____________________________________________

2001 FoRD EXploRER 4X4 - LOADED -  steering,
brakes, air, 40 channel CB equipped, new tires, 155,xxx
miles, $5,000, call 217-533-4699.
____________________________________________

2003 Handicap Dodge grand Caravan, 56,xxx
miles,  $18,500 or best offer.  217-259-6948.

1979 pontIAC BonnEVIllE CpE 301-V8 Cor-
doba Top.  Olive green color.  In EXCELLENT condi-
tion and  only 78,000 miles.  Asking $5,000,
618-606-1709.
____________________________________________

tHREE uSED VEHIClES FoR SAlE 1998 Ford
Contour, 103k miles, $1,500; 2002 Mercury Moun-
taineer AWD 183k miles, $4,200; 2000 Chevy Blazer
4WD, 137K miles, $2,000 OBO.  Call 217-741-4713
or 217-532-5685 Leave message. 
____________________________________________

1950'S CASE tRACtoR RADIAtoR and
nose...red..make an offer. Also  1 Pair HIgH BACk
wItH HEADRESt /RED VInYl CAR SEAtS, on
adjustable slide.  $150.00 for pair 217-891-1600.
____________________________________________

2001 Dodge Ram 6cyl 116,000 miles, new brakes, ball
joints, bedliner, remote stereo radio. $2500.00.  Call
217-324-5943 leave message.
____________________________________________

Chevy 409 Engine, complete rebuilt, all new, Muncie
4-speed, $6,000.  Call 618-567-6060.

MACY’S loVESEAt in good condition.  Green. 
Located in Bethalto, 618-377-8211.
____________________________________________

wooD DESk 1960s, very good condition,  $100 firm.
Call 217-851-4557.

THE CLASSIFIEDS
BuSINESS OPPORTuNITYS

hOMES • aPaRMENTS • LaNd

auTOMOTIVE

FuRNITuRE
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king wood Headboard with mirror, 2 years old, ex-
cellent condition. Benld 217-710-3387.
____________________________________________

Dining Room table with 6 chairs, 1 leaf and china
hutch.  $450 OBO.  618-791-8109 or 618-791-2025.
____________________________________________

AMISH MADE  walnut wall-mount drop lid desk  24”
x 31” x 7” in Sorento. $200 OBO. 217-272-4481.
Leave message if no answer.

pEpSI MACHInE small bottle model #VF81P-SAP,
serial #10209B41C, Vendorlator.  Call 618-535-9433.
____________________________________________

InDIAn ARRowHEADS and misc artifacts. Call
217-710-9758 for more information.
____________________________________________

Antique Child’s Roll top Desk  with matching swivel
chair.  Excellent condition.  Call 217-324-4160 for in-
formation.
____________________________________________

CASE DISplAY SpACE RARElY AVAIlABlE

now at Mother Road Antique Mall on the downtown

square in Carlinville.  NO WORK DAYS! NO COM-

MISSION!  Stop in and see Perry today or call 217-

854-8029.
____________________________________________

VEnDoR BootH SpACE available at Nana’s Hid-

den Attic, conveniently located at Exit 60 off high traf-

fic Interstate 55.  Call 217-324-0846 for more

information.
____________________________________________

AntIQuE toYS wAntED:  private collector pays

cash for old toy trucks, cars, trains, pedal cars, bicycles,

Tonka trucks, etc, pre-1970.  Always buying.  Please

call 618-420-3684 
____________________________________________

wE BuY EStAtES , full or partial houses, sheds,
barns, etc.  Call Village Square Antiques for more 
information, 618-669-2825, www.antiques
villagesquare.com.

wAntED to BuY:  antique pie safe, jelly cupboard,
flat and stepback cupboards,   dental cabinet and unique
antiques.  Even if in poor condition.  618-377-0432 .
____________________________________________

wAntIng to BuY WWII, WWI, Korea, and Viet-
nam military relics. Cash paid by collector for uni-
forms, helmets, medals, swords, leather flight jackets,
scrapbooks, etc. 217 851-3177. 
____________________________________________

wAntIng to BuY old comic books, magazines and
books.  Call 314-351-1302.
____________________________________________

wAntIng to BuY old records, blues, rock, jazz.
Call 314-821-7466. 
____________________________________________

wAntIng to BuY OLD Boats, OLD boat motors,

1900’s to 1960’s, wood or aluminum runabouts, any

unusual boats, motors, outboard racing. Cash paid.

Call Mark 314-602-5368.  
____________________________________________

wAntED license plate 1911 Illinois, or ... what do you
have?  618-931-7527.
____________________________________________

wAntIng to BuY Sheet music and records 33 lps,

45 rpm, 78 rpm, must be in very good shape. Call Jim

at 618-304-7188 or 618-654-3049. 
____________________________________________

wAntIng to BuY OLD postcards, Civil War pho-
tos and vintage paper items.  Always paying cash.  Call
Jerry for details at 618-410-6879.

Die Cast Car, large collection of die cast cars and
trucks, 150+, all sizes, some in clear display cases, have
most original boxes. Will sell individually or as collec-
tion.  Located in Divernon. Call 217-628-3399 or cell
217-331-2636. 
____________________________________________

olD VInYl RECoRDS, Beatles White Album, Bea-
tles ‘66, plus Walt Disney Collector Series (7 total) Call
217-628-3399 or cell 217-331-2636. 

Red paving/Building Bricks, cleaned.  No name on
them.  50¢ each, 217-324-3869.
____________________________________________

Metal garage Door, off 1951 house, 8’ x 7’, as is $75,
217-324-3869.
____________________________________________

Sylvania 20” tV with remote, not flat screen, works
fine, $25,  217-324-3869.
____________________________________________

RCA 25” Colortrac, wooden console TV, works fine,
$50,  217-324-3869.
____________________________________________

Selmer Alto Saxophone, made in USA, with pearl
keys and Bundy case.  $500.  Leave message if no an-
swer.  618-659-2061. (UFN)
____________________________________________

gEoRgE StECk Baby Grand piano.   Call 217-851-
2672.
____________________________________________

Singer Sewing Machine, wooden cabinet.  Nice con-
dition - light and motor both work.  Several parts and
attachments, some new,  included.   $145, 217-324-
3869.
____________________________________________

VIntAgE gE ElECtRIC RAngE - 1953 Strato-
liner. In good shape and works. White, 4 burners, oven,
warmer, and 2 storage drawers. Normal and timed out-
lets, work light, and super-cool pushbutton Tel-a-Cook
lighted switches. 48”H x 49”W x 26” deep. Includes
original 72-page instruction/cookbook, installation in-
structions, and oven lamp replacement sheet. Buyer
must remove from seller’s basement. $250.00. Call
618-644-2626. 
____________________________________________

CEMEtERY lotS: 2 burial lots at Rose Lawn
Memory Gardens in Bethalto, IL. Location - Garden of
Gethsemane, lot 116C spaces 2 and 4, section 2.  In-
cludes 2 spaces, 2 vaults, marker, opening and closing.
Rose Garden values at $12,865, asking $8,000.    Call
618-377-9797.
____________________________________________

CHAIn lInk Dog CAgE,  4’6” long, 2’ high, 3 1/2
ft tall, with pig grate flooring.  Used by pet groomer.
618-344-6500.

FARM ItEMS FoR SAlE:  400+ plAStIC D &
IH plAntER plAtES, 400+ plastic JD and IH
planter plates, JD pony motor $500 (does not run),
5500 watt Coleman Generator $200, new roof jacks for
2x6, used barn metal $1.00/ft (24” and 36” wide).  Call
217-532-2441 or 618-708-1952.
____________________________________________ 

tRACtoR tIRES, two 13.6 x 26 tractor tires on 8-
hole rims, $250; two 13.6 x 28 turf tires on 6-hole
Duetz rims, $300; new old stock 8:25 x 20 grader tire
$100, 618-558-6918.
____________________________________________

wARn wInCH BuMpBER, with 8,000 warn winch,
$350; 9’ gin poles, $50,  618-558-6918.
____________________________________________

SYlAnIA 20” tV with remote. NOT flat screen,
works fine, $25,  217-324-3869.
____________________________________________

RCA 25” ColoR tRAC tV , wooden console,
works fine, $50, 217-324-3869.
____________________________________________

1 Case + AA28 gauge Shells, Call 618-789-4227.
____________________________________________

BowFlEX Motivator 2, call 618-606-1709.
____________________________________________

AlCAtEl koRA  Consumer Cellular cell phone, 9
months old,  618-606-1709.
____________________________________________

FoR  SAlE: Double bed box spring - used 6 weeks •
Antique steel double sink • Chest freezer • Antique
1940's kitchen stove, works - Located in Highland - call
620-727-1384.
____________________________________________

u.S. plAtE BloCkS oF CoMMEMoRAtIVE
StAMpS.  All are mint and unused and have original
gum. Selling  packets of 10 Different for $5.00
Issued by Post Office in 1950's. These are 3 Cent vari-
eties.Free postage. Free shipping. Please call.  618-635-
9118 leave message.
____________________________________________

Corrugated Metal  Sheets, used 7’ ($10 and 18’ ($18),
217-324-3869.

(continued on next page)
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CuStoM MADE pEtE SAgAR 15” RopIng
SADDlE with saddle bags made into the saddle and
matching breast strap.  Must see!  $1,100 or best offer.
Call 217-710-9758 for more information.
____________________________________________

HAnDMADE CuStoM BIRD HouSES, All
shapes, sizes and prices. For more information call 217-
899-7491, or email eldonandfriends@yahoo.com.   Can
email photos.
____________________________________________

Several plastic gas Cans, $25 for all, 217-324-3869
____________________________________________

Corrugated Metal  Sheets, used 7’ ($10 and 18’ ($18),
217-324-3869.
____________________________________________

nAtuRAl BEEF FoR SAlE, sides, split quarters,
and 91% lean hamburger patties.  No antibiotics or
added hormones, pasture/hay fed.  Order at www.back-
yardbeef.net or 618-973-7699. 
____________________________________________

Sears & Roebuck Rug loom - 2 harness loom.  $500
OBO.  Located in Bunker Hill. Call 217-556-9428. 
___________________________________________

Custom teddy Bears hand made from your old fur
coats, other articles of clothing, neckties, baby clothes,
quilts, blankets, etc. Perfect for remembering family
members, or as gifts. Bears are 5-way jointed, glass
eyes, hand sewn noses, stuffed with polyester filling.
Sizes and prices vary according to your choices. Sam-
ples and pictures on hand. 25 years experience, Alton,
618-462-8326.

lake Scrap Metal Hauling, Girard, Call217-320-
5594.

wE ARE YouR wEDDIng plAnnER SpE-
CIAlIStS! We can handle everything from your
flowers, centerpieces, backdrops, ceiling drapes, signs,
arches and so much more!  Complete set up and take
down offered.  Let us take some of the stress out of
your special day. WE WILL TRAVEL!  Bev’s Baskets
& Bows, Carrollton 217-942-9119, Greenfield, 217-
368-2263.Also find us on Facebook. 
____________________________________________

MARtEn lAwn CARE - superior service, reason-
able prices.  Flexible lawn service and billing plans.
Don’t forget about aerating this spring.  Call or text Jay-
den at 217-313-4466. Email jayden.marten@
gmail.com.
____________________________________________

The Mantle Group is a commercial general contractor
with over 30 years of experience, incliuding concrete
work.    Call 618-307-4050, visit www.mantle.us or
find us on Facebook.  
____________________________________________

CF Home Improvement and Repairs - siding, doors,
decks, windows, power washing and more.  Free esti-
mates.  Call Chris @ 217-652-2420.
____________________________________________

SAZZY FASHIonS by Bridget Washington in God-
frey - alterations, refurbishing, Comic Con costumes,
handmade purses, handbags, clutches, to-go bags,
chapstick holders and more.  Custom orders welcome.
Call 618-789-7735, email thomas.cridget31@
yahoo.com or find us @ facebook.com/sazzyfashions.
__________________________________________

StAunton CRYStAll BAllRooM available
for rental of all sizes.  Exit 41 off Interstate 55.  Call
618-635-3506 for more information, www.kc-crystal-
ballroom.com.
____________________________________________

ApplIAnCE REpAIR. $25 service call fee with
mention of this add (regular rate is $35). Labor rates

lower than anyone in town. Call Matt (Litchfield) at
217-415-3164.
____________________________________________

Small Engine Repair, and service - lawn and garden
equipment, etc.  Lower rates.  Buy, sell, trade.  Call
Oliver in Sorento at 217-272-4569 or 217-710-4093.
____________________________________________

Stud Service:  Long haired German Shepherd, regis-
tered, level-headed and proven.  Mt. Olive 636-399-
1300.
____________________________________________

In nEED oF CASH? Expert private collector paying
cash for antiques, musical instruments, GOLD & SIL-
VER jewelry, costume jewelry, old coins, pocket-
watches.  Paying top $$$ in CASH.  Just paid one
person over $2,000 for old unwanted broken jewelry.
Will travel to you!  Call Anthony at 740-808-4878.
____________________________________________

Discover how to get FREE pampered Chef products
call Pam Schaefer, Independent Consultant for The
Pampered Chef, at 217-556-9390 or email
pschaef4@yahoo.com. 
____________________________________________

german translation Service by experience
speaker/translator.  Genealogical documents, church
records, letters, diaries, journals, etc.  Reasonable rates.
Email: zwickau32@yahoo.com.   

wAntED: wISConSIn 4 CYlInDER In-lInE
EngInES; Gibson tractors and attachments, 618-558-
6918.
____________________________________________

wAntED: MuSICAl InStRuMEntS Turn your
musical instruments into CASH. High prices paid for
your musical instruments.  Call 618-977-5089.

wAntED: 1 -2 -3 cyl Deutz tractors, also Deutz trac-

tor manuals and literature, and belt pulley for Deutz

tractgor, 618-558-6918.

____________________________________________

wAntED to BuY:  antique pie safe, jelly cupboard,

flat and stepback cupboards,   dental cabinet and unique

antiques.  Even if in poor condition.  618-377-0432.
____________________________________________

wAntED good used semi box trailer 45’-50’ or

shorter at reasonable price for storage.  Call 217-324-

3869.
____________________________________________

Diabetic test Strips wanted Unexpired, any type, any

brand.   Will pay up to $10/box.  Call Ron @217-556-

3398.  Please leave call back number.  (ufn).

FREE ElECtRICItY!  If you are not getting FREE

electricy, then you are paying too much!  Find out

more. Call  or text  573-368-6639 - local rep.
____________________________________________

FREE ClASSIFIED ADS: Classified ads in The Buzz

Magazine are free for individuals. Businesses pay 50¢

per workd, 10 word minimum and must be paid in 

advance if an account is not already established.  

EXCEPTION: HELP WANTED ads are always free.

Display ads placed in the classified section are at the

same rate as placement anywhere else in the magazine.

Email December ads to: thebuzzmonthly@yahoo.com

by no later than Wednesday, November 20th. 

 
 

 
 
 

Partners For Pets 
Rescue and Rehab Animal Shelter 

Troy, Illinois 
(618) 540-PETS (7387) 

www.partners4pets.petfinder.com 
 

BIRDIE is a 10-month old Bea-
gle/Blue Heeler mix.  She is very
sweet, friendly and easy going and
loves everyone, including other
dogs. She is young so will need an
active family and play of room to
play and exercise. See her at the
Adopt-A-Pet Shelter, located at
807 Stewart Road, Benld. Open
daily 1-5 pm

www.benldadoptapet.org
217-835-2538

ADIDAS and his sister Cham-
pion are baby Daschund/Corgi
that are currently available.
They are UTD on shots and
ready to find their forever
homes. Find out more about
them and other adoptable ani-
mals at
partnersfor petsil.org.

CHoColAtE CHIp and his sister
are very handsome 9 week old Lab
mix puppies.  They have been in fos-
ter for a few weeks and are doing
great in their training, but Labs are
very smart indeed. Come and see
them at

Bond County Humane Society
1403 S. Fourth St • greenville

bchs4pets@sbcglobal.net
618-664-4068

   www.bondcohs.petfinder.com.

BAIlEY is Terrier mix, about a
year old.  He will grow to be a
small to medium dog, 26-40 lbs.
He is house trained and good with
other dogs. Approved applications
are required before meeting our
adoptable animals. 

Montgomery County pAwS Care

300 School Street • Hillsboro, Il

www.mcpawscare.org
   or find us on Facebook
   

CAN YOU GIVE US A FUR-EVER HOME?

wIllow  and BuStER are Siber-
ian Husky/Great Pyrenees mixes that
just turned 1 year old.  They are fairly
large already and have another year
to grow.  They have plenty of energy,
and plenty of love to give. Please
visit our website to find out more
about our adoptable animals at
MEHS.org.
  

Metro East Humane Society
8495 State Rt143 • Edwardsville
618-656-4405

SERVICES

WaNTEd

FREE






