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2018/2019/2020 SJ-R Reader's Choice Awards Winner - Best Antique Shop

DEAR YESTERYEAR

We strive to bring in the very best of the old G Bliss!
. . . SHO 250 Sq ﬁ

and mix it with the most trendy of the new! pusa’ QUE!

Antique & Vintage Furniture | Repurposed & Restyled Furniture gouT!

Architectural Salvage | Unique Finds | Antique & Vintage Finds | Home Decor
Seasonal Decor | Gift Items | Jewelry | Handbags | Chalk Paint® by Annie Sloan

Find us at 421 W Springfield Rd (Rt 29) in Taylorville | 217 777 4778 | OPEN Mon-Sat 9-6 | www.dearyesteryear.com

UPCOMING
EVENTS

2020 FALL OPEN HOUSE
Friday, September 4th 9am-6pm
Saturday, September 5th 9am-6pm

OPEN on LABOR DAY e
Monday, September 7th 9 am - 6 pm | B s,

Teat yum weesive
i Sauntbnd (riEHE.

Customer Appreciation e 1
6th Year Anniversary Sale! '
Friday, October 2nd
Saturday, October 3rd

2020 Holiday Kick Off Sale Event | |
Friday, November éth
Saturday, November 7th

Follow our EVENTS on FACEBOOK .

Brands include: Kancan, Doe & Rae,
Miss Me, Honeyme, Umgee, Blowfish
Shoes, Mud Pie Baby, Copper Pearl,
Gigi & Max, Rifle Paper Co, Jen & Co,
Jane Marie, Judy Blue, Corkcicle®,
Bella Canvas Tees, and SO MUCH MORE!

BOUTIQUE
AT DEAR YESTERYEAR

501 W Springfield Rd | Taylorville, IL ' Illh

(next door to DEAR YESTERYEAR) : B 1l o : B°”T‘Gj“"gL$_ 1| e
OPEN Mon-Sat 9am - épm 217-777-0132 IER afn 1
Boutique Clothing All Sizes 5
including PLUS Sizes
Baby Apparel | Nursery Decor
Jewelry | Bags

Shoes | Gifts | Stationery | & More

Follow us on Instagram & Facebook!
www.elladees.com

Want another wa\; to shop? Watch F;«CE.JOOK for our LI\"E EOU IOL”._. %’\LCSi
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Know Anyone Ess
them how
Custom gift bags filled with all of their favorites!

Socially Distanced, FREE, Local Delivery Available
for all our gift bags, boxes, and tins.

peputepia

120 Alton Square Mall Dr
PoputopiaPopcorn.com

Thurs. - Sat. 11-5pm

IOI’T MISS OUR FALL OPEN HOUSE Yk
l!ﬂ'iﬁ SATURDAY, ﬂﬂ'

460 N. Main+ Chatham, IL - 217 697 5293

OPEN
Tue-Fri 11-5:30
Sat 11-3

' W) {?\}Ef/j/{{/ }?{!’}\,lé{ U L. :(‘.

A one-stop-shop for

Women's Apparel (Sizes S-3XL)
Accessories, Home Decor,Baby Apparel
Nursery Decor, Unigue Gifts & More

Follow us on Facebook for information
on our monthly Ladies Night Out event,
new arrivals, and much more!

THE AREA’S MOST UNIQUE

SHOPPING EXPERIENCE!

We are a specialty gift shop with everything vou've
ever dreamed of, - all in one location. The shop is

a beautiful place with sparkle.In addition to our main
store, we also have a “side car” full of sale items and
man cave specialties. Custom orders and gift baskets

are available upon request. If you’ve been here before,

we know you’ll be back. If you’ve never stopped by -
what are you waiting for? Browsers always welcome!

THE VINTAGE STATION

900 N. Edwardsville
Staunton, IL - 618-779-2956
Across from Caseys on Route 4 North

OPEN 10-5 WED-SUN

(Tuesday by Chance or Appt) n
Follow us on Facebook

NEW & VINTAGE

Clothing - Hats - Gloves - Jewelry
Shoes - Travel Cases - Purses
Glassware - Musical Instruments

Gifts & Home Decor

Candles - Melts - Dips - Coffee - Tea
Imported Oils & Balsamics - Florals
Skin Care - Handmade Signs

JEWELRY BOUTIQUE FEATURING
SWAROVSKI TOUCHSTONE CRYSTAL
Large selection in stock!

Buy - Order - Host

FARMER - FLEA - VENDOR MARKET

SELECT SATURDAYS - 8 AM-NOON
VENDOR SPACE AVAILABLE!

FB LIVE SALE EVERY
MONDAY 6:30 PM
WE ARE OPEN BUT ALSO

OFFER CONTACT FREE
CURBSIDE PICK UP

MY TREASURE HOUSE

Reclaimed, Restored
and Redesigned Furniture
Vintage Finds  Antiques
Hand Crafted Items by Local Artisans
And Much More

104 S. Buchanan « Edwardsville « 618-650-9096
Open 6 Days a Week « Mon 10-5 « Tue-Fri 11-7 « Sat 9-4
mytreasurehouse.com « facebook.com/mytreasurehouse

WE DO IT ALL!
Estate Sales
Moving Sales
Downsizing Sales

IRO'\I ORCHID DESIGNS
Iron Orchid
Decals - Stamps
and Molds

General Finishes Paints
Custom Furniture Painting
Painting Classes

ALSO VISIT OUR SHOP LOCAL PAGE
www.facebook.com/groups/598247670912266/?ref=share
SPECIALS POSTED DAILY!
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PEARL ESSENC
Oludic &

301 W. Main - Staunton « 217.730.2205
Open For Your Convenience Tue-Sat * 11-5

PEARL ESSENCE BY VICKI DJ'S TREASURES

Specializing in Swarovski Our shop was started for the == A novice but enthusiastic
pearls and ?rystals._ purpose of giving back to the ... bead maker with elastic
Minor jewelry repairs local community and surrounding f bracelets her specialty.

areas. We support many local civic |y &

organizations and your patronage b,

helps us help others. Currently we
have 12 artisans contributing to

- our large selection of unique gifts,
home decor and other items. Custom

orders available for most items.

., : i
NATURE'S BLISS d Unbelievable prices!

Locally crafted natural
skin care products,
Hemp seed oil products, %
goat milk soaps for g
eczema & activated
charcoal soaps

CHILLIN*WITH QUILLIN
The ancient art of quilling
. . (paper rolling) mixed with

§ © other elements to create
unique gifts.

TWISTED DESIGNS - DOTTY'S
WE ARE NOW A WISH = W
. Walk down memory lane
BY TABITHA DISTRIBUTOR. ASK FOR DETAILS! Pl y
Wreaths for all with Dotty’s pieces -

from flower arrangements

occasions to beautify bric-b
i to bric-brac items.

your walls & doors.
Great baby & wedding
gifts. Custom orders.

1 SPIN& WIN

THROUGH SEPTEMBER

' IN KNOTS

> This mother/daughter

| team knits and crochets
4 fabulous items from

dish towels to scrunchies

DONNA'S

HIDDEN TREASURES
Wall decor, bird feeders,
and McCandles and
McCubes that smell

like heaven!

FLOWERS BY SARAH G.
Soft wooden floral
arrangements that are
not only beautiful and
realistic but last forever!

TUMBLERS & TREASURES
BY JAMIE

Great gifts begin with
talented artists! Jamie’s
tumblers and phone pops
are fantastic. High end
tumblers keep ice forever!

JIM'S POTTERY
A master potter

LUDORA'S PRETTIES
Everything old is new
again, especially in
Cheryl’s hands. Variety
of specialty pieces.

We had so much fun doing this last
month, we are doing it again! With
every $20 purchase you get to spin
the wheel for a chance to win free
merchandise or gift certificates

and everything
in between.
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WHERE CAN | FIND THE BUZZ MAGAZINE?

The OCTOBER Issue of The Buzz Will Be Available OCT 5-6

ALTON: Alton Exchange Mall » Alton VFW
Alton Visitor’s Center * Altonized Credit
Union ¢ Alton Little Theatre ¢ Alton Truck
Stop ¢ Auto Butler « Best Western Premier
Hotel & Conference Center ¢ Big Lots
Castelli’s Restaurant  China Buffet ¢ China
King ¢ Country Meadows Antiques ® Duke
Bakery « Farm & Home e Farmstone Roots
Halpin Music ¢ Hayner Library ¢ Hit-n-Run
Frank’s Restaurant ® Lockhaven Golf Course
Mineral Springs Mall « My Just Desserts Na-
tional Tire & Battery ® One Stop Shop * Pop-
utopia * Post Commons ¢ River Bender
Commmunity Center ¢ Riviera Maya
Schnucks ¢ Spencer T Olin Golf Club
Tucker’s Automotive ¢ US Bank EAST
ALTON: Hangar Emporium ¢ Hit-n-Run
Ken’s Coins AVISTON: Aviston Family
Restaurant BELLEVILLE:  Schnucks
BENLD: #5 Mine Winery ¢ Benld Library
Firehouse Salon » TJ’s ZX Convenience Stop
Randy’s Market BETHALTO: Dairy Queen
Eagles Nest Restaurant ® El Mezcal Mexican
Restaurant * Hit-n-Run ¢ Imo’s Pizza  JR’s
Flooring * New China ¢ Roma’s Pizza
Schnucks ¢ The Mail Box Store BREESE:
Dairy King ¢ Family Care Pharmacy * PJ’s
Diner BRIGHTON: Altonized Credit Union
Spring Garden Restaurant ¢ Riviera Maya
Shell BUNKER HILL: Bunker Hill Library
Function Junction Antiques ® Jumpin’ Jimmys
CARLINVILLE: Always in Touch
Blackburn College ® Boente Shell  The Body
Depot ¢ Carlinville City Hall ¢ Carlinville
Hospital ¢ Carlinville Library e Catholic
Charities Thrift Shop ¢ Cherry Tree Gifts &
Souvenirs ® Deb’s Ceramics ® Grandpa Joe’s
West End e It Is What It Is Antiques & Col-
lectibles e Lighthouse Antique Mall
Macoupin County Courthouse ® Magnuson
Grand Hotel and Conference Center
Michelle’s Pharmacy ® Mother Road Antiques
My Sister’s Closet  Nana’s Hidden Attic
OLDE e Plaza Cafe ¢ Sievers Equipment
Starr’s Primal Meats ® Whiskey River Dry
Goods Company ¢ Wall Street Financial
Wood Duck Bar and Grill « Uptown Tavern
CARLYLE: Clinton County Historical So-
ciety * Old 50 Cafe ¢ Ten Pin Antique Mall
CARROLLTON: Bev’s Baskets & Bows
Beyond the Backyard Gate ® The Pharmacy
Plus CHATHAM: Beads-n-More * Farm-
stead Primitive Co * Sangamo Brewing Com-
pany COFFEEN: Caseys ¢ Hair Designs
COLLINSVILLE: ABRA Auto Body ¢ An-
tiques & Accents by Vadna ¢ Collinsville
Area Recreation District 10 ¢ Collinsville
Historical Museum e Collinsville Public
Library ¢ New China Restaurant ® Racanellis
RestaurantRich’s Record Emporium ¢ Rural
King e Schnucks  Sizzor Shak Salon
Spirito’s Italian Store Swing City Music
COLUMBIA: Schnucks COTTAGE
HILLS: Circle K Convenience Mart Cottage
Hills Bar & Grill ¢ Polly’s Restaurant
DIVERNON: Country Place Antiques Rusty
Star  Marketplace @~ NEW: HILDA’S
ANTIQUE MALL ¢ NEW: NICKOR-
BOB’S « NEW: TAMMI’S TREASURES,
ANTIQUES & MORE DONNELLSON:
JR’s Mini Mart » The Loose Caboose An-
tiques ¢ Petroski Windows, Doors & Floor-
covering DORSEY: Aljets Automotive
EDWARDSVILLE: All Natural Pet Center
Bella Milano ¢ Circle K Convenience Mart
Dierbergs e« Edwardsville City Hall
Edwardsville Public Library ¢ Edwardsville
Flea Market ¢ Glazy Squares ¢ Goshen
Butcher Shop ¢ Green Earth Grocer ° Jerry’s
Tire Sales ® Los Tres Amigos ® Madison

County Archival Library ¢ Massage Luxe
My Treasure House * Sacred Grounds Cafe
Schnucks e Sgt Peppers Cafe ¢ The Store
Wang Gang Asian Eats ® Wild Birds Unlim-
ited Nature Shop EAST ST. LOUIS:
Schnucks ELSAH: Green Tree Inn
FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS: Schnucks FARM-
ERSVILLE: Bank & Trust ® Shell ® Farm-
ersville Public Library e Jack Flash
Convenience Stop GILLESPIE: DeeDee’s
Floral and Designs ¢ Gillespie Public Library
Kevin Polo Law Office « Michelle’s Phar-
macy ® Miner’s Restaurant ® Randy’s Market
Sullivan’s Drug Store ¢ SCI Bird Rescue
Wimanoma’s Pride Antiques & Collectibles
GIRARD: Doc’s Soda Fountain ¢ Magic
Beans Coffee House ¢ Kruse Automotive
Pleasant Hill Village ® Shell GLEN CAR-
BON: Allison’s Comfort Shoes & Boots
Eden Village Retirement Center ¢ Exactime
Watch & Clock ¢ Glen Carbon Heritage Mu-
seum ® Glen Carbon Public Library ¢ Office
Max ¢ Our Health Club Spa ¢ The Sports
Academy ¢ US Bank ¢ Weeping Willow
GODFREY: CHIC N PIG ¢ IMO’s Pizza
McDonald’s e Mr. Donut ® My Antique Store
Professional Hearing Associates ¢ Round
Table Restaurant ¢ Shang Hai House
GRAFTON: Aerie’s Winery e Drifters
Grafton Pub ¢ Grafton Zip Line ® Grafton Vis-
itor’s Center ® Grafton Winery  Reubel Hotel
Rustic Retreats ® Schnucks e Tara Pointe Inn
GRANITE CITY: Apple Tree Restaurant
Gateway Medical Center Pharmacy ® Granite
City Township Hall ® Great Wall Chinese Buf-
fet  Hit-n-Run ¢ Jerry’s Cafeteria ® Mama
Mia’s Restaurant ® Novel Idea Bookstore and
More ¢ Schnucks e Ravanelli’s Restaurant
Re.Viv.Al ¢ Terry’s Route 66 Diner
GREENFIELD: Bev’s Baskets and Bows
Broken B GREENVILLE: Corner Cafe
East Main Gifts ¢ Third Street Market
HAMEL: DK’s Market ® Poor Boys Portable
Buildings and Amish Store ¢ The Other Place
on the Hill ¢ Weezy’s Bar & Grill
HETTICK: Jackson’s Fox & Hound BBQ
HIGHLAND: Broadway Bar & Grill » Urban
House Restaurant ¢ The Chocolate Affair
The Giving Tree ® Highland Nutrition Center
Highland’s Tru-Buy e Michael’s Restaurant
Peacock Bakery & Cafe  Tibbetts House Bed
& Breakfast HILLLSBORO: Hillsboro Public
Library ¢ Hillsboro Rental * Hillsboro Hospi-
tal e Resale Station ¢ Sage on Sage - Holistic
Living Store  The Dressing Room Consign-
ment & Resale Shop ¢ TCCU-Taylorville
Community Credit Union HOLIDAY
SHORES: Behmes Market ¢ Gilliganz Bar
& Grill IRVING: Grandma’s Kitchen
JERSEYVILLE: 2nd Time Around Con-
signment Shop ¢ Beyond the Backyard Gate
Farm & Home e Jersevyville Community
Hospital « JCH Hope Chest Resale Store  Jer-
seyville Library ¢ Lost Treasures ¢ Lula Bells
Gift Shop e State Street Antiques and Col-
lectibles KEYESPORT: Blind Daddy’s
Dean’s Convenience Stop ® Keyesport Village
Hall KINCAID: Kincaid Diner ¢ Kincaid
Food Market LEBANON: Cobblestone
Eatery ¢ Foundry Coffee Shop ¢ Lebanon
Public Library ¢ Lebanon Visitors Center
Robin’s Nest Antiques * Tiadaughton House
LITCHFIELD: A&D Electrical Supply The
Briar Rose Casey’s (Union Ave)
Denny’s Restaurant © Diamond Trailer Sales
The George Press ¢ Hair 51 Salon e Hearts
United Thrift Store ® Holiday Inn Express
Jubelt’s Bakery e Litchfield City Hall ¢ Min-
ndora’s Salon & Speciality Photography
Nelson Audiology ¢ Phyllbena’s Antiques,

Vintage & Repurposed ¢ Quality Inn
St Francis Hospital Gift Shop e Sullivan’s
Health Mart Pharmacy  TCCU-Taylorville
Community Credit Unione Time Out & Re-
laxation Massage ¢ UJs Convenience Store
LIVINGSTON: Country Inn Cafe ¢ Pink
Elephant Antiques MARYVILLE: ABRA
Auto Body * Maryville Public Library ¢ Red
Apple Restaurant MEADOWBROOK:
Homestead Craft & Flea Market ¢ Round 2
Relics MILLERSBURG: Millersburg
General Store MITCHELL: Hen House
Restaurant MT OLIVE: B&K Bakery ¢ Mt
Olive Public Library « Mt Olive VFW Hall
Route 138 Cafe MORRISONVILLE: 6th
Street Market ¢ Caseys NOKOMIS: Demi’s
Diner « KROGER ¢ New 2 You * Nokomis
City Hall « Nokomis Gift & Garden ¢ Ugly
Mug Coffeehouse » UJ’S Convenience Store
O’FALLON: Dierbergs ¢ Schnucks OLD
RIPLEY: Sheila’s Resale ‘N Antiques
PANA: County Market ¢ Pizza Man ¢ Shell
Spring Garden Restaurant ® TCCU - Tay-
lorville Communty Credit Union PANAMA:
Nu-Way Deli PAWNEE: Kreckel’s Custard
& Hamburgers POCAHONTAS: Pocahon-
tas Antiques ® Powhatan Restaurant ® Nuby’s
Steakhouse ¢ The Refined Cellar ¢ Village
Square Antiques PONTOON BEACH: Mc-
Donalds ¢ Uncle Linny’s Restaurant RAY-
MOND: Boente 108 Shell (West Frontage
Road) « Raymond Boente Shell « PK’s Liquor
Doyle Public Library ¢ Tosi’s Diner ROSE-
WOOD HEIGHTS: First Stop Bake Shop
ROXANA: Roxana Public Library
SPRINGFIELD: Capitol City Barber Shop
House + Garden * Money Talks Thrift Store
reSource Gallery e Springfield Vintage
STAUNTON: ALJETS Automotive ® Animal
Doctors - Steinmeyer Veterinary Clinic ¢ Ca-
vataio’s Restaurant ¢ DeCamp Station ¢ First
National Bank ¢ Glenwood Assisted Living
Heritage Health Assisted Living ¢ His Service
Station ¢ Itch’n to be Stitch’n ¢ Pearl Essence
Studio * R & B’s Restaurant ® Rooster’s Pub
Route 66 Storage & Flea Market ¢ Russell
Furniture » Staunton Hospital ¢ Staunton
Public Library ¢ Sullivan’s Pharmacy & Gift
Shop ¢ Super 8 Motel ¢ Vintage Station
ST. JACOB: Hometel Communications
SWANSEA: Schnucks TAYLORVILLE:
Angelo’s Pizza e Dear Yesteryear « KROGER
Little Luxuries ¢ Ma & Pa’s Treasure
Rebecca’s Antiques & Posh Boutique
ReThreads Consignment & Thrift Store ® Tay-
lorville Chamber of Commerce ¢ TCCU -
Taylorville Community Credit Union ¢ Sunny
Knoll Organics ¢ The Cottage Rose Gift
Shoppe ¢ Little Luxuries ® The Wooden
Flower TRENTON: Dairy King ¢ IGA of
Trenton ® Mannhard Hardware, Home Decor
and Gifts ® Warehouse 300 Vintage Market-
place TROY: Alfonzo’s Pizzeria © The
Trendy Cottage ® Tri-Township Public Libray
Troy Family Restaurant VIRDEN: NEW -
BOOKS ON THE SQUARE - Circle K
Convenience Mart ® Jamie’s - The Diamond
Mine e Silvernicks Unique Treasures ¢ Sly
Fox Bookstore ¢ Tattered Treasures ® Wild-
flower Patch  WATERLOO: Schnucks
WITT: Jaelyn & Jossely’s Closet ® Witt Vil-
lage Hall WOOD RIVER: Belk Park Golf
Course * Cleary’s Shoes and Boots ® Mama
Mias Restaurant ® Meyer Jewelry ¢ Riverbend
Resale * Rustic Roots ¢ Hing Wah ¢ Wood
River Library WORDEN: The Chirping Frog
* Worden City Hall « Worden Public Library

ALWAYS ONLINE at
www.thebuzzmonthly.com

The Prairie Land

BUZZ‘.;

Our Mission: to promote pride in our region, its heritage
and its people by sharing their positive and uplifting
stories and to provide businesses a cost effective means
of advertising to a broad area.

TO CONTACT THE BUZZ
Phone: 573-368-6639

Email: thebuzzmonthly@yahoo.com
Website: www.thebuzzmonthly.com
Facebook.com/ THE PRAIRIE LAND BUZZ

Find us on:
facebook.

CONTACT US

Tara Cale, Editor + 573-368-6639
104 Nora St « Farmersville, IL 62533
thebuzzmonthly @yahoo.com

AD MANAGER
Tony Simmons + 618-593-7383
ads@thebuzzmonthly.com

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Aunt Lea, Barbara Adams,

Chef Jack Wunsch, Charles Thomas,
Cheryl Eichar-Jett, Colin Feeney,

Dan Brannan, Kris Hart, Roger Kratochvil,
Tom Emery

WEB MASTER

Riverbender.com « 618-465-9850
support@riverbender.com

PRINTER
Breese Publishing « Breese, IL
618-526-7211

DISTRIBUTION
Papers Unlimited * 314-504-4492

Copyright (c) 2020 by our parent company,
Studio T. Reproduction in whole or part
without permission strictly prohibited.

JEEP SCAVENGER HUNT

to benefit Shriner’s Hospital for Children
SATURDAY « SEPTEMBER 12TH
$10/person advance call 618-531-1433
$12/person day of event
Registration 9:30-11:30 am
Scavenger Hunt 12-4 pm
PreMapped « No Off Road
All Vehicles Welcome

f

'STEAKHOUSE - 618-669-2737
679 Old National Trail - Pocahontas, IL
www.NubysSteakHouselnc.com

THE PRAIRIE LAND BUZZ MAGAZINE
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ANTIQUE - VINTAGE * ARTISAN

MARKETPLACE

YOUR GUIDE TO THE AREA’S UNIQUE RETAILERS WITH UNTOLD
AMOUNTS OF THE MOST WONDERFUL HIDDEN TREASURES AROUND!

SPRUCE STREET LTD

A LARGE AND TRULY UNIQUE
COLLECTION OF OVER 40 YEARS
BEV GIBSON - DEALER - 618-637-2366

INSIDE THE PINK ELEPHANT ANTIQUE MALL !i l

908 Veterans Memorial Drive « Livingston, IL OPEN DAILY
(Interstate 55 to Exit 37 « South on Frontage Road) 9:30-5:00

LIGHTHOUSE
ANTIQUE MALL

OVER 75 ANTIQUE SHOPS UNDER ONE ROOF!
BEST 19130 W. Frontage Rd « Raymond
QUALITY (Exit 60 Off I-55) 217-324-6111

SELECTION  QPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! &4
BEST PRICES  \on-Sat: 9:30-5:30 & Sun: 12:30-5:30 f

WHERE EVEN THE DEALERS DEAL!
BEST SELECTION « BEST PRICES

O O - -
ﬁbW'—nﬂﬂ%} '_

ANTIQUES *VINTAGE « COLLECTIBLES AT NANE
DNCE AURILAE | \ b\uun\n

217-324-0404
I-55 to Carlinville Exit #60

OPEN DAILY
10 AM-5:30 PM DT, ER |

7..__ - Ammo - Weapons

High End Vintage
Bridal Jewelry & Costume
Jewelry from 30s-70s

Vintage Purses, Hats and Related Items
Plus NEW AUTHENTIC Coach

Civil War Guns

Brahmin, Michael Kors and

Vintage Toys Dooney & Burke Hand Bags

Litho Windup
and More

Route’'66°Storage’s

|66) FLEA MARKET

20623 Old Route 66 » Staunton, IL
ANTIQUES 217-710-3284
VINTA

GE
COLLECTIBLES COMNSIGNMENT SPACE - VENDOR BOOTHS
MISC BUILDING » UNITS AVAILABLE

Rusty St r
Marketplace

Antiques « Primitives

Farmhouse Chic - Industrial Lighting
Painted & Repurposed Furniture
Ladies Clothes & Accessories
WELCOME
and Much More! CENTER

DON'T MISS OUR FALL HARVEST FESTIVAL

=y ROUTE 66 snop
@ A weliques & ( allectibles |
h S=# YOUWILL LOVE

SHOPPING HERE!
27 So Many Unique and Interesting ltems

I-55 to Divernon Exit #80 - 217-628-3699 §

FRI, SEPT 4-SUN, SEPT 6 L=\ Old Route 66 Frontage Road
10 Miles South of Springfield on 155 at AITALSO INSIDE...SILK &
Auburn/Pawnee Exit 82. Then turn right and FLORAL DESIGNS, OPEN DAILY! —

we are behind the Truck Stop on Old Route 66
217-628-1122 - OPEN DAILY 10AM-5PM

BOUTIQUE CLOTHING,

(¢ MON-SAT 11-4 |
), SHOES & PURSES 3@,

““» SUNDAY 1-4 "
RS i :

OVER 25,000 50 FT OF TREASURES

WE ARE EASY TO FIND
490 W. State Route 104 - Divernon, IL
I-55 to Auburn/Pawnee Exit 82
217.628.3333

< |AMMI'S
GIEGEASURESW

ANTIQUES (“cf MORE

Formerly Lisa's Antique Mall

i VISIT SOON, VISIT OFTEN « OPEN DAILY 10 AM-5:30 PM

6 | SEPTEMBER 2020 | www.facebook.com/ The Prairie Land Buzz
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Take a Step Back in Time in our THE VERY BEST OF THE OLD,

WAREHOUSE SIZE ANTIQUE STORE : . ~ MIXED WITH THE MOST TRENDY OF THE NEW.
P " . Antiques & Vintage Finds & Furniture
| S te Su.e t 1| . Repurposed & Restyled Furniture
e Lk ¥ = Architectual Salvage | Hand-crafted ltems

NTIOUES
A &unn(llml"

Home & Farmhouse Decor | Gift ltems | Vintage _
Chalk Paint® by Annie Sloan | Chalk Paint® Workshops
_ | o ORDER ONLINE! For orders over $25 use coupon code

115 N. State Street « Jerseyville, IL > BB freeshipping, www.dearyesteryearcom

61 3-498-1 440 1 217.777.9778 2018 5J-R Reader’'s Choice Awards Winner - Best Antique Shop

OPEN 7DAYS A WEEN! . DEAR YESTERYEAR | 421 W SPRINGFIELD RD. | TAYLORVILLE IL
MON-SAT 10AM-5PM & SUN NOON-5PM  R% 7 www.dearyesteryear.com 8000 sq. ft Mon - Sat 9-6

& JIMS ATTIC

COUNTRY MEADOWS

B A( Y [) 618-465-1965
401 E. Broadway, Alton
G ‘\ I E Mon- Sat - 11-4:30ish
Il Sunday - Noon-4:30ish

LOCATI()NB TU SERVE ‘IOU

COUNTRY MEADOWS 1l
618-374-6015
413 E. Broadway, Alton ' : 5
VINTAGE - BOUTIQUE - HOME DECOR Mon-Tue - By Chance or Appt 4 = — = ——
FURNITURE « FUSION MINERAL PAINT - AND MORE Wed-Sat - 11-4:30ish Always a nice selection of antiques,

e Mo ThutFy . Car 04 Sunday - Noon-4:30ish collectibles, pottery, glassware quilts :
www.beyondthebackyardgate.com n Open ‘til 7 pm 1st Fridays and everything in between!

e B ENTother Read
e [ TRRED w® gﬂné@.«f&um

< TREASIREY) Fnime

+» antiques and collectables » Historic Downtown Square

NEW LARGER LOCATION - CHECK US OUT! OPEN

rYYy WED-MON 10-4 .3
217-891-9915 CLOSED TUESDAY /48

Antigques « Collectibles
Vintage - Decor - And More!

OVER 100 BOOTHS = 14,000 5Q FT o
2990 HOMER ADAMS PARKWAY -
ALTON, IL o

618-463-1273 ©

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK ORVIST
www.AltonExchangeMall.com

1130 N. SPRINGFIELD - VIRDEN, IL
Open: Tues-Fri 9-5:30 » Saturday 9-4 LAYAWAY AVAILABLE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

YOUR AD HERE
Interstate 55 to Exit 33 1] JUST $35

7479 State Route 4 « Worden, IL

618-633-2320 DAILY 9-5 PER MONTH!

190 Carlinwille Plaza
Carlinvilie, IL » 314-272-4354
OPEN 104 MON-SAT

¥ FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

“OH NO! I didn’t get
a copy of the 2020
Antique Guide and Map!”

The pandemic has thrown things off for everyone.

Normally our annual Antique Guide & Map inserts

in April. This year it was in June, so you may have

missed it.Participating businesses were given extra
copies. Ask if they have one. If they don’t, don’t worry,
you can still view it and/ordownload it from our archives @

www.TheBuzzMonthly.com
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WE ARE OPEN! TPl

INDOOR DINING - PATIO DINING - PICK UP - CURBSIDE e K Aasace
S - - "
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: - >
A :

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - BAKERY
ALL MEALS °10.00 OR UNDER

618.882.5390 (4
802 Ninth Street - Highland, IL )i

OPEN: THURS-SUN - 7 AM - 2 PM t
(? visA [FgH] - g&\\ —

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

DISC VER
£

P . P 1-{'
S aa. k 3 .
- ’.‘,\‘;. N
4 < "}"" b - 2 N »
.‘ b "é - »
o 22N i You never know what we will be baking up from week to week
~ P X but normally we always have a variety of ooey gooey cookies
; and cakes, cupcakes, scones and turnovers. We also make
brownies, blueberry whipped cream pound cake, cinnamon rolls,
DATES soupP BREAD salted caramel bread pudding, pineapple upside-down-cake,
SEPT 3-6 TORTELLINI TO BE ANNOUNCED custard tarts, savory pastries, cheesecakes and much more.

, The selection changes daily, so if you're looking for something
SEPT10-13  TACO SOUP MEXICAN CORN BREAD specific, call ahead to see if we have it, or better yet...place
SEPT 17-20 CREAMY CHICKEN & MUSHROOM TO BE ANNOUNCED a special order. Follow us on Facebook for updates.

SEPT 24-28  LEAK AND POTATO IRISH SODA BREAD - NS I, N ‘
9 DR BREZE A ) K e )
S TWO QUICHE CHOICES = SECRET RECIPE CHICKEN SALAD
~ DAILY FOR BREAKFAST AND LUNCH y -
> e 7

AND SO MUCH MORE! DAILY SPECIALS!
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EDITOR’S NOTES

HELLO SEPTEMBER I am so glad
you are here!
August was a tough month for me.
It was a short month so there was little time
for a break after August delivery before
I had to get started on the September issue.
As soon as I finish writing this column and
send the pages to Breese Publishing I have
to get invoicing done. Normally I have the
weekend to complete that but this Saturday
we will be traveling to Missouri for my
dad’s 80th birthday party. The day after we
will be helping Tony’s daughter, Kiara
Simmons, move from Macomb to Litch-
field. Then it’s Monday ... delivery of The
Buzz begins! No rest for the weary they say.
Speaking of all that family, I have to give
a shout out to the birthday people. We don’t
have as many in September as we did in
August, but still a few. My grandson,
Kaiden Cale,will be 13 years old on Sep-
tember 1. How did that happen? September
6 is my daughter’s birthday (Brittany Cale
is Kaiden’s mom, she will be 36). On Sep-
tember 29 my little brother, Britt Hooton
will celebrate his 52nd birthday. We might
just celebrate everyone’s birthday at my
dad’s party!
There is one more birthday I want to
mention, but she is not family. Although

since I have gotten to know her, she feels
like family. Leona Hacker of Girard will
be celebrating her 100th birthday on
September 28.

I met Leona several months ago
when she called looking for a back issue of
The Buzz that had a story that included her
former college room mate. Leona has an
incredible memory because that story was
in our January 2018 issue. I don’t keep back
issues anymore (after almost 12 years that
was a bit too much paper laying around), but
I did still have the files on my computer so
I sent them to George Press in Litchfield
and had some copies of the story printed for
her.

The story she was looking for was in the
Along Route 66 column, written by Cheryl
Eichar-Jett. It was entitled Darlene Dorgan
and the Gypsy Co-eds. A story of friend-
ship, coming of age, and life in the 1930s
and early 40s in small town America as
a group of young women venture out into
the world in a series of summer vacations by
automobile. In addition to the story in The
Buzz, it was also documented in the book,
Darlene’s Silver Streak and The Bradford
Model T Girls, available on line at Ama-
zon.com. Regina Fennell, one of the coeds,
was Leona’s college room mate.

NELSON AUDIOLOGY

Where Doctors Send Their Patients
FOR PROFESSIONAL AUDIOLOGY CARE

DR. STEPHANIE NELSON, Au.D.,, CCC-A  DR. DEANNA BOSTON, Au.D., CCC-A

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE CONSULTATION
WITH OUR DOCTORS OF AUDIOLOGY!

Nelson Audiology, Ltd.

220 E. Ryder St - Litchfield, IL
211-324-2433 - 800-211-2433

www.nelsonaudiology.com

f f

FINANCING ALSO AVAILABLE
THROUGH CARE CREDIT

I delivered the copies to Leona in person
and during our conversation discovered she
had a milestone birthday this year. I told her
I wanted to write a story about her. She may
not have thought I was serious but you will
see that I was. And oh my, what a story it
is! And after hearing her life’s story, and
referencing the co-eds story, I guess that era
was quite adventurous for young ladies.
Some amazing women came from that time
period. Leona Hacker is one of them. Read
her story on pages 12-13.

If you want to read the original
Darlene Dorgan and the Gypsy Coeds, g0
to www.thebuzzmonthly.com, archives, Jan-
uary 2018 issue. More information about
the coeds is at www.gypsycoeds.com.

Now... Cheryl Eichar-Jett. She is cele-
brating the beginning of her ninth year writ-
ing Along Route 66 for The Buzz
Magazine! Cheryl is the author of numerous
books and articles about Route 66. Find out
more about her at www.route66chick.com
and www.cheryleicharjett.com.

I am sad to announce that Barbara
Adams, who has been writing our Book
Buzz for years, has closed the business and
will no longer be writing for us. She will be
missed. But it is evident that George

Rischel, owner of Sly Fox Bookstore in Gi-
rard, who will be taking over the column,
couldn’t be a better replacement! Welcome
aboard George. We will miss your Barbara!

Last but not least, we will be starting
a few new things soon. Buzzin’ Down the
Road will be a new feature - maybe not
monthly. Tony and I are going to randomly
take a drive and just see what we can find
that would make an interesting story. We
had intended to start it this month with The
Naked Gardener, but the man to be inter-
viewed had some health setbacks so it has
been postponed.

We also intend to start doing Facebook
Live videos , again, randomly, at our adver-
tiser locations. They will be short, but just
a little added “extra” for those businesses
that support us, as we are a small business
too.

We sure do appreciate the support of our
many, locally owned small businesses in the
means of advertising, and you should too.
Without them, there would be no Buzz.
Make sure you shop with them as often as
possible. They need your patronage more
than ever right now.

That’s it. Out of space. Talk to you in
OCTOBER!

~TLC

-

My grandkids, Bayleigh and Kaiden, on their first day of school this fall.
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INVESTMENT BUZZ

Brought
to you by

W

WALL STREET

FINANCIAL GROUP, TNC.

RETIREMENT INCOME PLANNING

www.WallStFinancialGroup.com

Carl Zeidler, President
Wall Street Financial
217-854-2691

John Zeidler, Advisor
Wall Street Financial
618-580-5403

A Strategy to Potentially
Reduce Market Risk to Your
Retirement Savings

If you are approaching retirement or
are already retired, you may be wonder-
ing about what the best plan of action is
for your savings. With interest rates at
such an historically low level and the
Covid-19 crisis still with us, it’s natural
to look for methods to reduce the risk of
market losses and rates of
interest. One solution is to look for prod-
ucts where your principal is protected
against market losses and at the same
time provided with the opportunity to
achieve rates of return that are historically
higher than the rate of inflation.

One such product that is worthy of
your consideration is a fixed indexed
annuity or FIA. Fixed indexed annuities
are written by many insurance companies
and provide investors with the above-
mentioned opportunities. Fixed indexed
annuities set sales records in 2019 with
overall sales at $73.2 billion according to
Winks Sales and Market Report.

So what is a fixed indexed annuity and
what are the advantages and disadvan-
tages to purchasing such a product?
An overview of fixed indexed annuity
features that are common to most fixed
indexed annuities are secure principal,
option for lifetime income, penalty-free
withdrawal provisions, bailout provisions
in the event of a terminal illness or con-
finement in a long-term care facility, and
tax deferral. One disadvantage is that
your money would not be as liquid as
compared to a brokerage account due to
surrender charges for money taken out
during the surrender period in excess of
the penalty-free amount. For most annu-
ities the penalty-free amount available is
10% per year until the annuity has

low

reached the end of its term. It is not un-
common to see most annuity surrender
charge periods vary anywhere from
seven to 15 years. At the close of the sur-
render charge you are free to withdraw all
of the money in your account.

A fixed indexed annuity seeks to pro-
tect your money from market declines
and ties the return to various market
indices. When the market has a positive
return you can participate in those
increases and at the same time be pro-
tected against negative returns when the
market declines. Not all fixed indexed
annuities are created equal and many
have caps that restrict how much you can
earn per year. So a word of advice would
be to look for a fixed indexed annuity that
has uncapped strategies and does not
limit the amount of gains made in a year
of positive market returns.

My conclusion is that with respect to
retirement planning, indexed annuities
offer greater overall benefits then directly
investing in stocks or even in a market
index. Debt instruments like bonds and
CDs are guaranteed but those guarantees
limit upside potential. Fixed indexed
annuities offer advantages such as tax
deferral, death benefits, lifetime income
options, and probate avoidance which
makes indexed annuities a great candi-
date for a portion of your retirement plan.

If you would like more information on
how an uncapped fixed indexed annuity
may help you to reduce risk for a portion
of your retirement, please reach out to our
office. We can arrange a Zoom visit
where we can learn more about you and
your specific situation. Our toll free num-
ber is 1-800-303-9255.

A Letter from Aunt Lea

So there was this one time. I was young
and knew a lot about a lot of things. I knew
God and He knew me. I had known Him all
my life. There was never a time I was with-
out Him. My life clicked along fairly
smoothly, with only the occasional hiccup,
and prayer was offered up either as a way to
make requests or to thank Him when things
went the way they were supposed to.
He seemed far away, aloof and terribly
serious. I simply had no idea He had a great
sense of humor.

But then I came to a winter time in my
life. A Bad Thing was to befall me. I prayed
for God to keep the Bad Thing away from
me. By the way, “Bad Thing” as a descrip-
tion of this time in my life is perfectly
adequate, as the actual “thing” that hap-
pened is irrelevant to the story. If we live
long enough, we all have a Bad Thing or
two or three befall us, don’t you agree?

The Bad Thing was with me always.
My prayers weren’t being answered in the
timely manner to which I had become
accustomed. Color me confused. Years
passed with no good result. I focused on the
technique of my prayer. Perhaps I wasn’t
using the correct words. Perhaps I was not
in a sufficiently prayerful mood. Perhaps
I wasn’t praying often enough. I went to
a prayer workshop in hopes of taking my
prayer game to the next level. Pray as
I might, the Bad Thing kept coming closer
and looming larger all the time.

Finally, I became angry with God. Hell
hath no fury like a woman scorned, you
know. I began waging battle with the Man
Upstairs. I would go for my morning walks,
but my prayer time was no longer prayerful.
It was a rant, an argument. “Why are You
letting this happen? Haven’t I done the right
things? Haven’t 1 always known You?
Haven’t I sent up prayer after prayer? Let’s
see some action!”

It came to be Christmas. However, I had
no Christmas spirit that year. I was
depressed and struggling. My nephew and
his wife had just had their first child and
they were looking forward to celebrating his
first Christmas. I was pleased with my gift
for him — a tiny sled with safety rails for
a small wee one. In my gloominess how-
ever, I had neglected to get the sled mailed
off to Denver in good time. I started out on
a gray, cold, wildly windy December day,
with a mood to match, in search of a box
sturdy enough to pack and mail the sled. Our
money being ever so tight, I had gone from
store to store in search of a free box. There
were many free boxes available, but none
the right size to fit the oddly shaped gift.
I became panicked. This was the last day
to get something in the mail for Denver
that would make it in time for a Christmas
delivery.

Going from store to store, I became
angrier and angrier with You Know Who.
I had reached the boiling point. This was
war. [ remember my thoughts: “A box, God.
All T want is a lousy box. Is it too much to
ask for a stinkin’ box?” I remember looking
out on the bleak day with a bleak mind. This
was to be the day I learned God actually has
a wicked sense of humor.

I was driving down a busy street, tears
rolling down my cheeks, when I saw it. Out
of the corner of my eye, I saw it. A box.
It was blowing across a parking lot toward
the street. It was tumbling end over end,
over and over, closer and closer. It moved
steadily along and finally stopped directly
in front of my car. I was astonished to note
that there were no cars anywhere near me on
this usually busy street. I got out and walked
around to the front of my car and stared at
the box. My box from God. For a split sec-
ond I wondered if it was the correct size.
Of course it was the correct size! And the
sled went on its way to Denver. That day
began a new chapter in God’s and my rela-
tionship.

And, of course, the Bad Thing still hap-
pened. Sure it did. I was never able to pray
my way out of it; never able to string
together the correct combination of words
or concentrate prayerfully enough to keep it
from happening. Instead, I learned to pray
my way through it, and that has made all the
difference.

The box was my first God sighting and
since then I have gotten better at finding
Him. I have seen Him in my garden, felt
Him in a breeze. He once was an owl and
that was very cool, and I have seen him
a couple times in dogs. I think this is one of
His happiest things to be, and if you have
a hard time imagining God as a dog, I would
submit that you don’t know dogs very well.

The little boy for whom the tiny sled was
purchased all those years ago is headed off
for his first year of college. A big hulk of
a guy now, I saw him this past weekend to
wish him well and help send him off. Seeing
him brought back the memory of the box.
I considered that maybe I had been too hasty
to send the box. Maybe I should have kept
it because I figure getting something from
God so directly like that was probably a one-
time thing. I am older now and know very
little about most things. God works in mys-
terious ways. I am grateful to be a part of the
mystery.

Your Aunt Lea is thinking of you and
singing “God and Dog” to Keely
(youtube.com/watch?v=H17edn_RZoY).
Reach me at auntieleal 9@gmail.com. 3y

Please visit my blog at
letterfromauntlea@ .wordpress.com
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wake up every day knowing mom is
not just safe, but also really happy.

“My mom moved into Cedarhurst with my dad. He needed special care and they wanted
to be together. Moving into Cedarhurst saved my mother’s life. It kept my parents close,
and after dad was gone, mom wasn't alone when she had a life-threatening emergency.
I'm so happy that today she is safe and in a new phase of life with friends, laughter,
and her dog Sophie at her side.”

— Janet

When your loved ones live at Cedarhurst, you can rest assured they're in the embrace of a
safe, warm community that's responsive to what's most important in life. Qur first priority
remains the safety and wellbeing of our residents, and we welcome the chance to share
more about our compassionate staff, cheerful environment and person-directed care.

Call for more information or to schedule a virtual tour. We're here to help!

Capable hands. Welcoming hearts.

GODFREY GRANITE CITY BETHALTO COLLINSVILLE SPRINGFIELD EDWARDSVILLE GREENVILLE

Assisted Living Assisted Living Assisted Living/Memory Care | Assisted Living/Memory Care | Assisted Living/Memory Care Memory Care Memory Care

1000 Airport Road 3450 Village Lane 903 N. Moreland Road 1207 Vandalia Street 3520 0ld Jacksonville Road 7108 Marine Road 1200 E. Harris Avenue
Godfrey, IL 62035 Granite City, IL 62040 Bethalto, IL 62010 Collinsville, IL 62234 Springfield, IL 62711 Edwardsville, IL 62025 Greenville, IL 62246

636-434-2199 618-230-2895 636-434-2336 618-248-0530 217-215-4594 618-248-0622 618-221-5082
CedarhurstGodfrey.com CedarhurstGraniteCity.com CedarhurstBethalto.com CedarhurstCollinsville.com CedarhurstSpringfield.com CedarhurstEdwardsville.com CedarhurstGreenville.com
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If I Live
to Be 100...

Leona Hacker Celebrates
100th Birthday on September 28

BY TARA L. CALE

Leona Hacker, a Girard resident, grew
up on a farm outside of Harvel, Illinois. The
last of six children (4 boys and 2 girls), she
was born on September 28, 1920. She will
be celebrating her 100th birthday this
month. Her start in life was not an indicator
of the long, blessed life she has come to
know. Leona was born prematurely, and
with whooping cough. Babies with whoop-
ing cough sometimes had a symptom known
as “apnea” - a pause in the child’s breathing
pattern. Leona had this. If she was laid
down, she would stop breathing.

“My maternal grandmother basically
held me over her shoulder day and night, for
months, to keep me alive,” Leona explained.

Even at such a young age the tenacity of
her personality was evident.

Leona explained that her first true mem-
ory is from when she was around three years
old.

“My father was one of the first to have
the new Ford sedan that year,” she said.
“It had running boards on the side and when
Father was coming home, my brothers
would run out and jump on the running
boards and ride on them, up the lane.”

One day, all of the children were outside
and her next older sibling, brother Edward,
who was then eight years old, ran out to
jump on the running boards. But, another
car was driving down the road, at a high rate
of speed, and hit Edward. The impact was
such that it threw the small boy into the fam-
ily’s grape arbor.

“I was very young. I tried to run to him,
but two of my older brothers held me back,”
she said. “If I could draw, and I can’t,
I could sketch out a picture of exactly what
that scene looked like. Because it is embed-
ded so profoundly in my memory, even to
this day, that I remember every detail.”

Leona’s next memory is when she was
around five years old. It’s 1925. There was
no Kindergarten. Children did not start
school until the first grade, when they were

six years old. But the teacher at their one
room country school where her brothers and
sister attended would often mention to
Leona’s mother that she should send her
with to school with her older siblings. He
wanted another student in first grade as he
only had one. (For those of you unfamiliar,
in country schools it was a one room school
house and all grades were taught in the same
room.)

“Mother finally agreed to let me go,
assuming I would grow tired of it in a few
days and not want to go back, but she was
wrong,” Leona said. “I stayed. I loved it.
I loved reading, writing and spelling - and
education would ultimately become my
profession.”

Leona was very smart. Teachers and
other educators recognized this. They took
her to the country spelling bees every
spring, and even though Leona was compet-
ing against students in much higher grades,
she always brought the banner back to
school. And at her eighth grade graduation,
she was presented with a four-year scholar-
ship to teacher’s college.

She graduated high school when she
was just 15 years old.

Leona’s parents were against her
enrolling in college. Her father did not feel
it was fair that she should get to go to
college when her brothers had not.

Leona craved a higher education. She
had the brains, but she needed a little more
brawn.

Many people in the community were
aware of the situation and thought it would
be a crime if this bright, young woman was
not given the opportunity to use her schol-
arship, her intelligence and the tenacity she
was born with, to further her education, her
career, and her life.

The principal, his wife, another teacher
and a few others in the community began
helping Leona plan, and execute, her mis-
sion for her future.

4 At

Leona Hacker, soon to be 100 years old, shows off a quilt she is
embroidering by hand for one of her granddaughters. This woman is never idle.
But it is one of her secrets for a long life - keep moving!

The principal enrolled her in college
without her parents knowledge. The tuition
was paid for by the scholarship. Two sepa-
rate neighbors donated $7 each for the
$14/year she would need for her books.

In preparation for leaving for college,
Leona would go out on a “date” with a co-
operating teacher. She would wear two sets
of clothing on this date, one over top of the
other. When they were far enough from
Leona’s home, she would remove one layer
of clothing, and take to the principal’s home
for safe keeping.

Time was of the essence, and with only
a few days remaining until Leona had to be
at college, she made her escape.

“I crawled through a ditch, and didn’t
get up until I got to the edge of the cornfield,
so there was no chance of my brothers
seeing me leaving,” she explained. “One of
the neighbors drove me into Harvel where
I caught a bus to Normal, IL.”

Her principal had contacts in the area
and helped her secure a room for $2/week -
just four blocks from school - so she could
walk to classes. He also knew other families
with students at Eureka college who donated
more clothing for Leona, as she had only
had time to stow away three days worth of
daily wear.

She was now in Normal, ready to begin
her higher education. She got a job at
a local cafeteria and worked two different
shifts, one-and-a-half hours each, in
exchange for two meals a day. The owners,
fondly referred to as Mama and Papa Sims,

also let her work extra hours on Saturdays
and Sundays to make money for her inci-
dentals.

“Earlier, in discussions that my parents
had with the high school teacher and coun-
selor, I had listened through the door and
heard them say that I had a high IQ,” Leona
laughed. I found out that didn’t mean
much when it came to college, and you still
had to study to make it.”

Leona didn’t do well on the finals at the
end of her first year. But the Dean was
lenient, because although Leona did not
know this, her mother had been writing to
her. After discovering what her daughter
had done, and where she had gone, she was
checking up on her “baby”” and keeping tabs
on her to make sure she was okay. Under-
standing the circumstances that had brought
Leona to the campus, the Dean was compas-
sionate.

“Then one day when I went to work,
I saw one of my older brothers outside of the
cafe, pacing back and forth,” she said. “He
had found out where I worked and had made
an arrangement with Mama and Papa Sims
to give me a Sunday off so I could go home
to visit. He arranged for a taxi to take me to
his truck, outside of Normal, and I rode
home with him.”

“I was just 16 years old, riding for the
first time in a taxi in a big city and I was ter-
rified,” she said. “And the taxi kept stalling
out, but I finally made it.”

It worked out well, in the end. Leona
apologized to her mother for going behind
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Leona Hacker surrounded by her family on her 99th birthday last year. This year they are planning a “drive-by” party that is so popular during the pandemic.

her back and filling her with worry and the
two made up.

Leona went back to Normal to complete
her degree, but a freak accident delayed that
progress.

“My room mate, Regina Fennell, loved
to embroidery,” Leona said. “I came back
to our room after class one day and threw
myself down on the bed. Her scissors were
laying there and punctured my leg.”

The injury was attended to by the House
Mother, but when Leona got to work later
that day, Papa Sims thought it needed more
doctoring. He added a thick layer of iodine.
Unfortunately, and what was unknown at
the time, Leona was allergic to iodine. The
treatment made the wound worse and com-
plications from the reaction forced Leona to
take the next year off from classes.

“I fully intended to go back to classes
but the injury just wouldn’t heal,” Leona
explained. “And, before you know it, I was
in love, married and pregnant.”

When Leona’s first child, a daughter,
was two years old, she got pregnant with her
second child, a son. And then, World War
II had begun. Leona’s husband had been in
the Navy previously, and was called back to
serve again.

“They really needed teachers bad at this
time and they said if I came back, I could
complete my degree in just one year,” she
said. “But I just couldn’t leave my kids in
the care of someone else when they were so
young.”

Her husband returned from the war and
they had three more children. But he just

wasn’t the same after the war. He didn’t
want to do anything and would take no
responsibility. Today, it may be recognized
as PTSD, but then there wasn’t a term,
a diagnosis, or a treatment. Leona didn’t
want to talk much about this time in her life,
because it was not so good. Leona took in
ironing jobs, cleaned businesses, and did
what she could to support the family.

“After my last son was born, several
people encouraged me to go back to
school,” she said. “They were impressed
with the behavior of my children, and
thought I had something to offer to others.
And it was discovered that my scholarship
could be reinstated!”

Leona Hacker started working towards
her degree in 1937, and finished it in 1960.
But the point is, she finished. She was
a teacher in Morrisonville for two years,
then in Girard for 32 years. During that time
she decided she wanted to get her Masters
Degree, and SIUE was offering that option.
After obtaining her Masters from SIUE, she
went on to get yet another degree in
Creative Writing from Sangamon State
University.

Leona officially “retired” in 1986.
Retired from teaching after 37 years. But
she did not retire from life.

“After retiring from teaching I wanted
to work in the travel industry, but that didn’t
work out,” she laughed. “But I don’t let
small set backs hold me back.”

She worked as a substitute teacher for
15 years, and worked as a volunteer usher at
Sangamon Auditorium.

“That was amazing. I got to see so
many shows for free,” she said. “My all
time favorite is CATS.”

Leona Hacker is not one to let time just
slip on by. Since retiring she did ballroom
dancing and line dancing. For years she
walked several miles a week and even
worked out at local gyms, but says she just
doesn’t have time for that anymore. I asked
her what helped her attain the age of 100
and be in the amazing health that she is.

“Good genes help. My mother lived to
94 and my father was 99 before he passed,”
she said. “Good doctors help too!”

She also said it is very important to prac-
tice faith, not fear in your life, specifically
referring to the current pandemic.

“This is just another period of our lives,”
she said.

She should know. She lived through the
Great Depression (1929-1939), the Great
Recession (2007-2008), the 1957 flu pan-
demic, the 1968 flu pandemic, the 2002-
2003 SARS outbreak, the 2009 flu
pandemic, the 2012 MERS outbreak, the
2014 Ebola epidemic, shall I go on? A polio
vaccine wasn’t licensed until 1955, at which
time Leona already had children. How
scary was that? By the time a vaccine for
measles (1963), mumps (1967) and rubella
(1969) were developed, her children, and
even some of her grandchildren, probably
had all already had these viruses.

Good and bad, rough waters and smooth
sailing, Leona is grateful for the life she has
lived, and its many blessings.

“Some of my former students are now

grandparents and still live in Girard so I still
enjoy visits with them,” she smiled. “But at
my age, yes, people I know have passed on
and that touches my heart with sadness.”

She is especially thankful to have her
five children and their spouses, 16 grand-
children, over 30 great-grandchildren and
six great-great grandchildren. She appreci-
ates that fact that she can still live on her
own and take care of herself, with a little
help now and then from friends and family.
She even still drives, though admits “not
very far.”

Another thing I found quite impressive
is that not only does Leona get up every day,
she gets up and gives it her all. This woman
is always dressed to the nines, hair done,
make up on and all. What a gem!

Now, Leona Hacker may have had
arough start at life. She may have had some
rough years. But life is what you make it,
and Leona made it good.

Of course I cannot do justice to
100 years of memories, accomplishments,
mountains and milestones in just a couple
pages of writing, but after meeting this
amazing woman, and getting to know her
better, there is one thing I know for sure ...
if T live to be 100, I hope I am half
the woman - half the person - that Leona
Hacker is.

Leona is an inspiration to us all - to
work hard, follow your dreams and never
give up!

Happy 100th Birthday Leona! 239
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The Book Buzz

Fall Offers

a Cornucopia

of Books

BY GEORGE RISCHEL

August kicked off with Stephenie
Meyer’s newest book in the Twilight Series,
Midnight Sun. The publisher immediately
sold out the entire one million copy first
printing. The postponed Jeff Kinney’s Row-
ley Jefferson’s Awesome Friendly Adventure
also made the top 10 in overall sales.
Editors, publicists, and customer service
people at most publishers, especially in New
York, are still working from home. Distri-
bution centers and warehouses are social
distancing, slowing down the book supply
chain. Nevertheless, this fall offers a cornu-
copia of new books. Let’s look at some top
fiction selections.

Billed at the literary event of the year
by the publisher, Europa Editions, Elena
Ferrante’s The Lying Life of Adults, has gen-
erated considerable buzz. Ferrante writes in
Italian with most of her stories centered
around Naples. Europa has enlisted top-
notch translators to capture Ferrante’s
unique literary style and the nuances of Ital-
ian. She has gained a reputation as one of
the world’s premier writers. In The Lying
Life of Adults, Giovanna’s father says she’s
turning ugly and more like her Aunt Victo-
ria, whom her parents despise. Trying to see
herself as she truly is, Giovanna bounces
between the Naples of refinement and the
Naples of vulgarity. It’s not just the story
but the quality of the writing that sets this
book apart and makes its publication a liter-
ary event.

Mysteries, and other genres, such as
Romance and Fantasy, gained even more
popularity during the pandemic. They offer
a welcome escape from everyday reality,
and usually end with things being put right
or happily ever after. English author Elly
Griffiths newest Ruth Galloway crime
novel, Lantern Men, is already out. In the
previous book, Ruth, a forensic archaeolo-
gist, took a new job and moved away from
her home in The Fens, a marshy area north
of Ely and London. But a discovery brings
her back.

Canadian author Louise Penny relo-
cates her 16th book in the Armand Gamache
series from Montreal and the village of

Three Pines to Paris, where All The Devils
Are Here. One night Armand’s godfather is
knocked down and critically injured, send-
ing Armand and his faithful crew into
a search of his godfather’s deepest secrets.
Penny writes a wonderful series with some
truly interesting characters, but I don’t want
to spoil it for you. And the venerable British
author Ann Cleeves gives us the newest
book in the Vera Stanhope series, The Dark-
est Evening. Stanhope is a British Detective
Inspector whose realm is the bleak coast
north of Newcastle. She epitomizes the
characteristics of the fictional British char-
acter John Bull: plain-spoken, kind-hearted,
and bull-headed. If you haven’t read any of
the Vera Stanhope books, start by renting the
British TV series Vera. Then, read the
books. They’re better.

Back in the USA, two premier mystery
writers, Archer Mayor and Craig Johnson,
present us with their newest crime novels.
Archer Mayor’s newest crime novel featur-
ing Joe Gunther, head of the Vermont Bu-
reau of Investigation, is The Orphan’s Guilt.
A routine drunk driving traffic stop leads his
lawyer hiring an investigator to look into the
recent death of the driver’s younger brother.
And that spawns a murder investigation
bringing in Joe and his crew. If you’ve read
any of Mayor’s previous Joe Gunther books,
you know that they are true police procedu-
rals—painstaking, step-by-step investiga-
tions that in the end get their culprit. In Next
to Last Stand by Craig Johnson, Walt Long-
mire is asked to look into piece of a painting
and $1,000,000 found among the effects of
a man who died at the Wyoming Home for
Soldiers & Sailors. That puts Walt on the
trail of an art heist and raising questions
whether the original Custer’s Last Fight
painting was destroyed in a fire at Ft. Bliss
in 1946. You just knew Walt wouldn’t stay
retired for long.

And for Agatha Christie fans, her little
Belgian detective, Hercule Poirot, reappears
on Sophie Hannah’s fourth resurrection of
the famed detective and “his little grey
cells”, The Killings at Kingfisher Hill.
Poirot journeys to Kingfisher Hill at the
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BADGER

by AMY TIMBERLAKE

request of its owner to help prove the
owner’s fiancé did not kill his brother. On
the railway there, a distressed woman leaps
up and claims she will be murdered if she
stays in that seat. A seat swap is arranged.
Later, a body turns up at Kingfisher Hill
with a note saying “the seat that you should-
n’t have sat in.” A real puzzler, but Poirot
tackles it with expertise.

Two children’s books going on sale in
September merit attention. Illinois author
Amy Timberlake, who made the final five
for the Newbery award and won an Edgar
for best juvenile novel for her previous
book, teams up with Caldecott-winning
illustrator Jon Klassen (I Want My Hat
Back) in Skunk and Badger. Badger is quite
content living alone in his hedgehog aunt’s
house pursuing his “important rock work.”
Then Skunk show up, says he was sent by
Badger’s aunt, to share the house. Badger
doesn’t like the idea one bit, though admits
Skunk can really cook. Through hijinks and
chaos, the two learn about friendship, room-
mates, and getting along with someone dif-
ferent. This is a good choice for a child
moving from chapter books to regular mid-
dle grade novels.

Twenty-five years ago, author Sam
McBratney and illustrator Anita Jeram
blended their talents to produce an all-time
favorite, Guess How Much I Love You. That
book has sold more than 47 million copies
in 57 languages worldwide. It’s been
a favorite for baby showers and newborns.
Now, in its first sequel, McBratney and
Jeram have created Will You Be My Friend,
in which the Nutbrown Hare meets another
nutbrown hare in an enchanting tale about
friendship. Both books fall right on the
mark for these times.

Reading a good book is still something
you can do without a mask and leads you to
naturally socially distance. 3%

George Rischel is the owner of The Sly Fox
Bookstore, which has been in business for
22 years, in Virden, IL. He can be reached
at slyfox@royell.org or by calling 217-965-
3641.

THE SLY FOX
BOOKSTORE

217-965-3641
West Side of the Downtown
Square in Virden on Route 4
Open Tues-F «10-5 & Sat «10-3

22 Years and Still Going!

Ry
ON SALE SEPTEMBER 1ST

ELENA FERRANTE
THE LYING LIFE OF ADULTS

SHOP ONLINE FOR
Digital Audio « EBooks
Printed Books

Preorder Specials
www.slyfoxbookstore.com

Plus Fall Decor like Scarecrows
and Pumpkins, Angels & Garden
Stones, Fresh Cut & Silk Florals,
Beautiful Jewelry, Soups, Dips,
Fabulous Home Decor Items,
Unique Gifts and Much More!

WILDFL@WER
PATCH Yt & Fouts

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
217-965-5224 f

On the Square @
125 E. Jackson « Virden, IL

Mon-Fri - 9-5 & Saturday 9-1
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A Voice for Rose

A story of one woman’s dream
to find her way back home

BY TARA L. CALE

When Anna (Pianfetti) Eccher was just
eight years old, her grandmother asked her,
“Do you know where my daughter Rose is?
Do you know if she is okay?”

But Anna was not aware that she had an
Aunt Rose. And besides, Anna’s grand-
mother had a history of mental issues, so for
her to say something odd was not out of the
question.

However, over the next several years,
Anna would hear Rose’s name mentioned in
conversations among  adults.
Whisperings of ““You know,
Rose was never right,”
“Rose was always
getting in trouble,”
“Well after that
thing  happened,
you know they just
had to send her away.”
Such conversations would
end abruptly when Anna walked
into the room. Because families didn’t talk
out loud about people like Rose. They whis-
pered. And they keep their existence a se-
cret.

Anna’s family had a secret that they
protected because it was shameful to them.
The power of that secret, that her Aunt Rose
had been committed to a state mental hos-
pital when she was just 17 years old, and the
events leading up to that day, grew stronger
as the years unfolded.

Anna could see the great sadness in her
grandmother’s eyes when she asked about
her daughter. Anna decided she had to find
Rose, and bring her home.

“Do you know
where my daughter
Rose is?”

A Voice for Rose
is that story. The

story of Anna’s

Aunt Rose, who

at the age of
seventeen  was
sent away in 1953
to the Alton State Men-
tal Institution. She spent the
rest of her life in various mental institutions,
with nary one visitor, and died just wishing
she could go home.

Anna was able to find her Aunt Rose
in 2009, just months after she died, buried
in a Potter's Field. A Voice for Rose follows
Anna’s journey to find her and bring her
home to Mount Olive to be buried. In her
efforts to find Rose, Anna was able to obtain
her records and learn the story of how she
came to be committed and spend her life in
institutions. The book also shows how
different things were for families in the
1950's if they had a loved one with any
behavioral issues.

try this on for $ighs

fine jewelry - custom design - professional repairs

amies

I the diamond mine Il
virden, il

north side of downtown VIRDEN SQUARE
217-965-4542 - www.jamiestdm.com

ROSE ANN PIANFETTI
1935 — 2009
B8aBF[ OVED DAUGHTER. %
_SISTER & AUNT -~

Left: A Voice for Rose was written by
Rose’s niece, Anna Eccher.

Above: Rose Pianfetti is finally home, in a
marked grave, no longer in a Potter’s Field.

Right: A photo of Rose before she was commit-
ted to Alton State Mental Insitution in 1953.

A Voice for Rose celebrates the courage
of the human spirit in the face of great sor-
row while showing how decisions made in
the past, in a different era, can ripple
through future generations for decades to
come. Above all, it’s the story of how one
woman’s dream to find her way back home
and have her voice be heard was stronger
than the sadness she endured.

A Voice for Rose is available on
Amazon.com. 2%

The Potter’s Field

A potter's field, paupers' grave or
common grave is a place for the burial
of unknown, unclaimed or indigent
people.

"Potter's field" is of Biblical origin,
referring to Akeldama (meaning field of
blood in Aramaic), stated to have been
purchased, with the coins that had been
paid to Judas Iscariot for his identifica-
tion of Jesus, after Judas' suicide, by the
high priests of Jerusalem. The priests
are stated to have acquired it for the
burial of strangers, criminals, and the
poor, the coins paid to Judas being con-
sidered blood money.

Prior to Akeldama's use as a burial
ground, it had been a site where potters
collected high-quality, deeply red clay
for the production of ceramics, thus the
name potters' field. After the clay was
removed, such a site would be left
unusable for agriculture, being full of
trenches and holes, thus becoming
a graveyard for those who could not be
buried in an orthodox cemetery.

Anna (Pianfetti) Eccher lives in Mt. Olive,
IL, her family’s hometown, and where Rose
grew up. She is married and has three
grown children and three grandchildren.
She is a beekeeper and lives on Grace
Homestead with chickens, goats and a
menagerie of other animals. Eccher is a
member of the Carlinville Writer’s Guild
and has published in their anthology, Pretty
Good Stuff. A Voice for Rose is her first
novel. The goal always was for Rose to have
a chance to have her voice be heard. Eccher
is grateful that her aunt’s story is finally able
to be told. You can reach her at anna
pianfettieccher@ gmail.com.
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These Carlinville busmesses
have teamed up to bring you

an amazing month-long \nrtua!
event. We will kick it off Monday,

August 31. Our WOULD Y% RATHER

contest begins Tuesday, Sept i

Winner receives a “Corona’ Cornucopla
of MUST HAVE GOODIES and 'CASH!

We will be posting DAILY and
doing LIVE videos each weekend
throughout the month. At the
end of the month we will host
another GIVEAWAY so be sure

to SAVE YOUR RECEIPTS from
these businesses to be entered!

FOLLOW ANY PARTICIPATING BUSINESS FOR MORE DETAILS

SHOP IN PERSON OR ONLINE

WHISKEY RIVER DRY GOODS COMPANY
122 East Side Square

Open for personal shopping by appt

Thur, Fri and Sat - 217-716-2041

MOTHER ROAD ANTIQUES

106 N. Side Square

Mon 10-4 - Tue Closed - Wed-5at10-4
Sunday 10-3 - 217-854-8029

CROWE BOOT & SHOE CO.
218 W. Main Street

Mon-Fri 9-6 - Sat 9-3
217-854-7463

HALO HAIR LOUNGE & SKIN SPA
127 W. Main Street

Tues-Thu 9-5:3- « Fri 9-4:30 - Sat 9-1
217-313-3482

USE THIS MAP TO FIND PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES!

CROWE
BOOT &
SHOE CO.

NORTH WEST STREET

MY SISTER’S CLOSET BOUTIQUE
364 South Side Square

WEST MAIN ST

Mon-Wed + Fri 9-5 - Thu 9-6 - Sat 9-4
217-854-8215

MAIN STREET BRIDAL

124 East 1st Street South

Mon, Tue, Fri 10-5 «Thur 10-7 « Sat 9-3
217-854-8824

OLDE

254 South Side Square
Friday 10-5 - Saturday 10-2
217-854-6533

HAWTHORN TREE
242 East Side Square
Mon-Sat 10-4
217-854-0088

MAIN STREET FLORIST & GIFTS
240 East Side Square

¥
¥
#
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¥
¥
¥
¥
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llinois Historg

Medal of Honor Recipient
from Civil War Buried

Near Medora

Ulric Crocker Served in Michigan Calvary Regiment

BY TOM EMERY

Macoupin County produced four Medal
of Honor winners in the Civil War. A fifth is
buried near Medora, though little is known
of him today.

Ulric Lyona Crocker, a Michigan caval-
ryman who earned his Medal for valor in the
Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1864, rests
in Medora Cemetery. The graveyard is just
across the county line from Macoupin, in
Jersey County, west of town.

Details on Crocker’s life, and his ties to
Medora, are sketchy. Born in Ohio on Sept.
5, 1842, Crocker enlisted in Company M of
the 6th Michigan Cavalry, which was

stationed in the eastern theater of the war.
Organized at Grand Rapids, the unit was
mustered on Oct. 13, 1862 and saw action
in some of the war’s most significant battles,
including the Wilderness, and Five Forks.

While most of the 6th was at the epic
battle of Gettysburg, Company M was not
there, as it was one of two companies
detached from the rest of the regiment from
February 1863 through May 1864. During
that time, the detachment patrolled the
Potomac River and fought a string of
skirmishes.

In one instance at Falling Waters, Va.,

in affordable

*BE‘?“FALL

fashion & home decor

« Gently Loved Clothing
for Every Family Member

» Boutique Clothing
+Shoes & Accessories

» Handbags & Jewelry

« Sunglasses

« Primitive & Vintage Decor
» Decorative Door Mats

« Country Creations
Cheesecake & Dips

» Door County Coffee

+ Jute, Cotton, Wool
and Penny Rugs

+ 1803 Candles & Melts
» One-of-a-Kind Gifts
« And So Much Morel

Joyously Serving
You Since 2010

221 S. Main - Downtown Hillsboro
(across from Subway) - 217-532-3700
FALL HOURS: Mon-Fri 9-5 = Saturday 9-2

some 140 men of the detachment disrupted
a much larger force that was guarding
a major pontoon bridge under the command
of Robert E. Lee during his retreat from Get-
tysburg. In the clash, the detachment cap-
tured men and ammunition while destroying
pontoons.

The detachment joined the rest of the
regiment in time for the Shenandoah Valley
Campaign, which made a star of its com-
manding general, Philip Sheridan. The
largest and most decisive battle of the cam-
paign was at Cedar Creek, near Middletown,
Va., on Oct. 19, 1864, where twenty-one
Union soldiers earned the Medal of Honor
— an unusually high number for a battle of
its size.

Crocker was one of the recipients, as he
captured the battle flag of the 18th Georgia.
Unlike many Medal winners, who some-
times were not awarded their honors until
the 1890s, Crocker did not have to wait
long. His citation was issued on October 26,
just seven days later, and lauded his “extra-
ordinary heroism.”

On Nov. 24, 1865, Crocker was honor-
ably discharged from the 6th as a corporal.
Four years later, he settled on a farm near
Manchester, Kan., in the east-central part of
the state. On June 1, 1875, he returned to
Illinois to marry Sarah Heffron in a cere-
mony near Jacksonville. Sarah is believed to
be his tie to Medora, as her sister was

AND WARITING FOR YOU!

S0 MANY NEAT LITTLE THINGS
YOU JUST GOTTA COME SEETHEM ALL!
Carlinville, IL
236'East Side Square

Cﬁgff'?:y._a\ };317 ausas
s /rie Y &

muerm
glﬁtd C(, S Saturdays 9-2
n facebook.com/cherrytree236 B lvsa >

Open

EST 2016

A Holistic Living Store
312-834-7745
509 S. Main - Hillsboro

SEE FACEBOOK FOR HOURS OR
ORDER ONLINE

www.SageonSage.com
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up Available

a resident of the village.

The Crockers remained on the farm until
1906, when they moved into town at Man-
chester. Ulric died at his home there after a
short illness on the evening of Feb. 2, 1913
at age 69. The Manchester Motor, the local
newspaper, reported that he “dropped dead”
and listed the cause of death as “heart
disease.”

Four days after his death, an Abilene
newspaper reported that “the body will be
shipped to Medora, I11. for burial.” Whether
Ulric had made the plans himself is un-
known. His young niece by marriage, Sadie
Hubbard, came to Manchester to help in the
funeral arrangements.

Following Ulric’s death, his widow
returned to Medora to live with Sadie. Sarah
endured a lengthy illness in her last weeks,
and the Motor reported that Sadie was “most
devoted and faithful in her care.” Sarah
finally passed away on Dec. 26, 1915 at age
73 and was buried next to her husband.

Of the 2.1 million men who served the
Union in the Civil War, only 1,522 earned
the Medal of Honor. Ulric Crocker, a foot-
note in the history of Medora and Macoupin
County, is one of the honored few. 3%

Tom Emery is a freelance writer and his-
torical researcher from Carlinville, He may
be reached at ilcivilwar@yahoo.com or
217-710-8392.

antiques
vintage

623N, State o Litchfield  chiecnrieauce

217-313-2145 and so much more

'@ 6THANNIVERSARY
. CELEBRATION

CURRENTLY OPEN BY APPT ONLY « RING BELL ANY TIME!

SUNDAY « SEPT 13 » 10AM-3PM
Additional Vendors on Lot - Weather Permitting
Masks & Social Distancing Required

Over 100 Gourment Tea Blends Available
Baked Goods - Teaware = Kitchenwares
Herbs « Supplements « Essential Qils
Handmade Qils - Salves - Lotions
Men's Grooming Products
Unique Gifts for Everyone & Much More!

FOLLOW US ON FACE BOOK FOR HOURS,
WORKSHOPS DATES, TEA OF THE WEEK,
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Along Route 66

J.F. Boente and Sons:
Driving Close to a Century of Business

BY CHERYL EICHAR JETT

Route 66, as well as other numbered
routes established in 1926 as part of the fed-
eral numbered highway system, spawned
multitudes of “mom and pops,” particularly
gasoline, lodging, and restaurant enterprises
to serve both the traveler and the local mo-
torist. But the iconic family businesses that
are still open close to a century later are few
indeed, and the J.F. Boente and Sons com-
pany in Carlinville is one of those few.

ESTABLISHED IN 1929

In Carlinville, Illinois, brothers Joseph,
Hugo, and John Boente opened a service
station in 1929 on the north side of W. Main
Street near its intersection with the Shipman
Blacktop/Alton Road and the railroad
tracks. That site is now occupied by Kahl's
Greenhouse and Landscaping, but back in
'29, the Boente brothers enjoyed good busi-
ness with two gas pumps, and also ran
a general hauling business with a team of
mules.

EXPANSION IN CARLINVILLE

As the years ticked by, other family
members began to work in the business. In
1942, first-generation station owner John
Boente died. By the late '40s, the family had
expanded just across the street to 543 W.
Main Street (the present site of their
“Grandpa Joe's” convenience store and gas
station). As they developed the 543 W. Main
location, they still operated the original site
just to the north across the street for about
another 15 years. “Don't you guys get
along?” they were asked.

In the mid-1950s, the Boentes expanded
their Carlinville operation with the purchase
of Charlie Bates' Shell Station at 830 E. Ist
South Street. Bates had operated his station
for a number of years at this location, which
was on the original alignment of Illinois
Route 66, at the corner where modern-day
State Routes 4 and 108 intersect. By 1959,
the Boentes were also in the propane busi-
ness, serving over 2,000 customers within

50 miles of Carlinville.

CHANGES

Hugo Boente left the Carlinville opera-
tion in 1950 and opened his own station in
Springfield, Illinois, at the intersection of
Ninth Street/Route 66 and North Grand
Avenue near the Sangamo Electric complex.
In the same year, two of Joseph Boente's
sons, Joe and Stephen, joined the family
business, with another son, Larry, coming
on board a few years later.

Joseph Boente, one of the business's
founding brothers, passed away in 1960,
sadly followed by his son, Joe Boente, at
age 36, just two years later. Joe's widow,
Doris, and other family members continued
the business, but in 1963 consolidated the
two locations across the street from each
other on W. Main into the present site.
MORE LOCATIONS

Beginning in the mid-60s, J.F. Boente
and Sons began a long era of expansion,

mainly into Route 66 communities, begin-
ning with the purchase of the Carrollton
Shell station. Next came the construction of
the Boente Shell station in 1971 at Farm-
ersville, just off I-55. Over the next decade,
they acquired the 108 (off I-55 near Ray-
mond), Litchfield, Hillsboro, and Raymond
Shell stations.

The Girard and Greenfield stations were
added in 1988, and in 1990, the Boentes
purchased the Gillespie, Staunton (since
closed), and Brighton stations from Fassero
Oil Company.

APPROACHING 100 YEARS

In 1991, the family began drawing up
plans for better utilization of the space on
their Carlinville W. Main Street properties.
But finally, in 2017, the business managers
had “agreed it was time for a change.” The
CVS drugstore chain owned property adja-
cent to Boente's Jerseyville Shell station,
and approached them with an interest in

18 | SEPTEMBER 2020 |

www.facebook.com/ The Prairie Land Buzz

THE PRAIRIE LAND BUZZ MAGAZINE



—_—

g ._ I: e —
EEATiEE ” l!ll I S-I-IELL-.—-".F

1t

ek :
= o - 7 o LT I - AR
o P e e L il T N '.":
ST ST e o T R S I A

Above: This classic 1960s-style gas station stood across the street from the original station
and served customers for many years until the “Grandpa Joe's” store was built on this corner.
Below: Fourth generation Boente and daughter of General Manager Dave, Melissa Boente put her
artistic and graphic design skills to work to create the “Grandpa Joe” logo.

Photos courtesy of J.F. Boente and Sons.

Opposite page: A contemporary photo shows off the new “Grandpa Joe's”
convenience store and gas station on W. Main Street in Carlinville.
Photo by the author.

i

buying it. The Boentes finally “threw out a
figure” and CVS accepted it. This money
was used to demolish the old service station
on the W. Main corner, build a new building
— “Grandpa Joe's,” and generally expand
their business. This move made sense to the
family because they could take money that
was tied up in a business in another town
and “invest in their hometown.” In addition,
they could provide more and better services
in a more convenient arrangement for cus-
tomers. In a nod to their hometown,
a Carlinville High School theme and mural
was featured inside the new building. And
to honor founder, grandfather and great-
grandfather, and WWI veteran Joseph
Boente, the “Grandpa Joe” logo and mer-
chandise was born.

“Every descendant of the three brothers
has worked in the business for a period of

time, most at a young age,” General Man-
ager Dave Boente was quoted in an article
about the business in October 16, 2008.issue
“Quite often, the third generation is the
demise of a family business, but we've got
the fourth generation coming on and we're
very proud of that.”

The company is recognized as the
longest continuously-running Shell jobber
in the U.S. Those are quite the accomplish-
ments for a family business in our era of
mega-businesses and huge corporations. All
bets are on for J.F. Boente and Sons to reach
its centennial business year in 2029. 3%

Cheryl Eichar Jett is celebrating the beginning
of her ninth year of the "Along Route 66" column
for The Prairie Land Buzz Magazine! She is the
author of numerous books and articles about
Route 66. Find her at www.route66chick.com
and www.cheryleicharjett.com.

WALL STREET

LET’'S
TALK.

Call us today at
(217) 854-2691

Investment Advisory Services offered

FINANCIAL GROUP, TNC.

RETIREMENT INCOME PLANNING

SHOULD YOU INVEST IN
THEVACCINE INDUSTRY?

through Wall Street Financial Group, Inc,

a State Registered InvestmentAdvisor
with lllinois, Missouri and Tennessee.

Camden’s Special Event Center is available to rent for bridal/
wedding showers, weddings, birthdays, retirement parties,
work events, etc. Give us a call @ 217-825-5500

& feel the difference!

Carlinville

Grandpa Joe's West End

511 W. Main
217.854.3164

Carlinville

Boente's Food Mart fRouTey
830 East 1st South @

217.854.4012

Girard

Girard Shell FRouTe )
105 South 3rd @
217/627.3214

Raymond
Raymond Shell

405 South O'Bannon St

217.229.3423

Farmersville
Farmersville Shell
106 Main Street
207.227.3222

(RouTE )

{ROUTE }
108 Shell Station @

19022 West Frontage Road
Exit 60 Off Interstate I-55
Raymond 317.324.6832

Brighton

Brighton Shell
102 N. Maple
217.372.4163

{RouTe )

Gillespie @
Gillespie Shell

400 S. Macoupin
217-839-2414

Hillsboro

Hillsboro Shell
705 S. Main St
217.532.2820

Litchfield
Litchfield Shell
1205 W. Union Ave
217.324.4112

Greenfield
Greenfield Shell
1104 S. Main
217.368.3123

circ
955

per gallon
on every fill
fuelrewards.com

www.jfboentesons.com
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Trenton Coule’s Rirement PIa

Becomes Popular Shopping Destination

BY TARA L. CALE

If you are one of the numerous people
that love shopping the many area retailers
that feature rustic, shabby chic, upcycled or
repurposed items and trendy home decor
and gifts, there is a fairly new business in
the area that you may not be aware of -
Warehouse 300.

Brenda and Kurt Kohlbrecher own the
store, which opened in November of 2018.

The business is their “retirement plan.”
Brenda was a school teacher until the cou-
ple’s daughter arrived, at which point she
took a little time off to stay home. When

their daughter started school, Brenda began
working in the retail world and enjoyed it
immensely.

With a little less than two years under
their belts, they have already outgrown their
current space and were working on con-
struction of an expansion while I was there.
When completed the expansion will take the
store’s shopping area to around 4,000 square
feet.

A large part of the store is staged with
items created or discovered by the
Kohlbrechers, but there are over 20 artisans
that contribute to the eclectic inventory

available.

“Our artisans are very creative and
talented,” Brenda said. “They keep us
stocked with a great supply of unique,
one-of-a-kind creations.”

One of those talented artisans is Kurt
Kohlbrecher himself. After running his own
lawn care business (Perm-A-Green) for 42
years, he began creating items to sell at
Warehouse 300. Originally he had a space
in the store called Kurt’s Corner. But
because of his love for the creative process,
and how quickly his items sell, he will have
a major presence in the expanded area and

Kurt’s Corner will become Kurt’s Garage!
Many of Kurt’s items are made from
reclaimed wood and sell very quickly.

Another category that sells quickly is
distressed furniture. The store also has
stained glass, quilts, hand made purses and
totes, home decor and unique gifts for any
occasion. In addition they have a great
selection of trendy signs and even boutique
clothing.

“Warehouse 300 is our retirement plan
and the first year we did very, very well,”
Brenda commented. “We had high antici-
pation for 2020, but it has certainly affected
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The retro mixer made into a lamp pictured
above is a great example of the unique
and creative items available at Warehouse 300.
Custom lighted bottles below display the
skills of the artisans who contribute
to the inventory at Warehouse 300.

us. It’s kind of scary, but we are thinking
outside the box and hanging in there!”

The Kohlbrechers are all about commu-
nity and having fun. Normally they have
events scheduled every eight weeks, but
with the current pandemic, it has put
a damper on the fun. However, they have
made some changes, adjusted as needed,
and will be able to bring you some really
neat events yet this year!

The closest upcoming event will be their
Autumn Fest, held on Saturday, September
19 and Sunday, September 20. Their expan-
sion will be complete and unveiled at this

They say a picture is worth a thousand words so we thought we would let these photos do
the talking for Warehouse 300. As you can see, the store is packed with a wide variety of

rustic, shabby chic, upcycled or repurposed items and trendy home decor and gifts,

time. In addition to the multitude of vendors
with merchandise inside the store, there will
also be vendors outside around the parking
area. There will be music and food trucks,
including D&T’s Concessions, famous for
their old fashioned Kettle Corn, on Satur-
day, and Big Jake’s Barbecue out of Effing-
ham on Sunday.

“We are fully CDC compliant and will
be during this event as well,” Brenda ex-
plained. “We have a separate entrance and
exit and only a certain number of people
will be allowed in the store at one time.
While they wait for their turn to enter they

can browse the vendors outside (also spaced
according to CDC guidelines) listen to good
music and get some great food. It will be
a fun time, in a safe environment.”

Warehouse 300 will host their holiday
event this year, Mistletoe Market Days, on
Wednesday, November 18-Sunday, Novem-
ber 22.

“It’s been a great event for us the previ-
ous two times, but this year will be the best
ever, because we have added evening shop-
ping hours, as requested by our customers,”
Brenda excitedly explained.

Mistletoe Market will be open that

l\'r|||1“ .
e “R'l

Here’s your sign! Many vendors have rustic

and primitive signs for sale but one booth at
Warehouse 300 is nothing but signs! If you
can’t find one you like, they take custom orders.

Wednesday through Saturday from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m, and again from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
On Sunday they will be open 1 p.m. to
9 p.m. It will be the perfect place to start -
or finish - your holiday shopping. One
lucky attendee will win a gift basket valued
at $100.00.

Warehouse 300 is located at 300 South
King Oak Street in Trenton, IL - just south
of the water tower. They are open Wednes-
day through Saturday from 10-4 and Sunday
from 1-4. For more information call 618-
806-7118. For updates on new merchandise
and events follow them on Facebook. %
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llinois Historg

Shipman Native was
One of Smithsonian’s
First Female Managers

Helped Acquire Wright Flyer and Hope Diamond

BY TOM EMERY

Many museum professionals will tell
you that their work never ceases to be inter-
esting. Helena Weiss would have said the
same thing.

Weiss was one of the first female man-
agers at the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington, the nation’s foremost museum,
where she worked for forty years until her
retirement in 1971. She handled much of the
Smithsonian’s correspondence, which was
a mammoth task.

She was also part of the acquisition of
the Wright Flyer and the Hope Diamond,
two of the many famous artifacts held by the
Smithsonian.

Born in Shipman on Feb. 6, 1909, Weiss’
parents were German-American, while her
Irish-born grandfather had been a veteran of
the 27th Illinois Infantry in the Civil War.
Her mother died when Helena was six.

Young Helena graduated from Butler
Business College in Pennsylvania as well as
Wheeler Business College in Alabama.
Armed with this training, she held a job in
the Veterans Administration stenography
pool in 1930 before hearing of an opening
at the Smithsonian. Though she knew little
about the museum, she applied and was
hired as a junior clerk-stenographer in the
Office of Correspondence and Documents
on May 22, 1931.

Thus began a career that lasted for the
next four decades. In 1935, she transferred
to the Geology Department before returning
to her old office as an administrative assis-
tant in 1948. That December, she became
Chief of the division, now known as the
Office of Correspondence and Records.

The promotion made her one of the first
women to hold a managerial position at the
Smithsonian. In 1956, her title was changed
to Registrar, which she held until her retire-
ment. By then, she was in charge of a staff
of thirty-one.

Among her duties, Weiss oversaw the
central filing system at the museum, as well

as public inquiry mail, mail service, acces-
sion reports, and shipping. In addition, she
had to ensure that every artifact was prop-
erly recorded and, if required, completely
document their shipping, loans, and
exchange.

She also handled the planning of field
trips for curators, which included journeys
to archeological sites in Iraq, geological
expeditions to Canada, and trips to remote
islands in the South Pacific.

She was especially interested in one field
trip — to Paricutin, a newly formed volcano
in Mexico. Weiss actually made a trip to
Mexico herself, to view this unusual
phenomenon.

During the 1950s and 1960s, she took
notes during meetings with astrophysicists
as they discussed space exploration and
lunar landings. Weiss later laughed that she
felt like part of a science fiction novel.

Handling the mail was a huge task, as
Weiss dealt with over 250,000 letters a year.
As one Smithsonian source notes, she “had
the extraordinary responsibility of recording
and facilitating everything that came into
and out of” the museum.

Sometimes, she handled tricky situa-
tions. In an oral history interview, Weiss
recalled the arrival of poisonous snakes
from the Middle East. She received a call
from the airline when the shipment arrived,
stored in a marked crate. No one at the air-
port wanted anything to do with the ship-
ment, telling Weiss to “come out and get
them right away...they’re over in the
farthest corner of the hangar, and no one is
going near the place!”

Among the many highlights of her career
was her involvement in the acquisition of
the Wright Flyer, which went on display in
her first days as division chief to huge
crowds. She also handled the arrival of the
Hope Diamond, which came through the
regular mail. In 1956, she assisted in the
acquisition of one of the first X-ray tubes

Photograph of Helena M. Weiss at work, from her personal scrapbook,
c. 1930s. Smithsonian Institution Archives, Acc. 12-184, Image no. SIA2018-109866FE.

used by its creator, Nobel Prize winner Wil-
helm Roentgen.

Throughout her career, Weiss became an
indispensable part of day-to-day operations
at the Smithsonian. Her presence has been
called “vital to the growth” of the Institu-
tion, where a common phrase was “just ask
Miss Weiss.” She referred to her beloved
Institution as “one big family” and report-
edly “loved the diversity of her work,”
which she performed “quietly, efficiently,
and effectively.”

A woman of remarkable modesty, Weiss
said that she “had not contributed much,”
but when she retired, she was replaced by

seven different management positions. Her
departure was marked by a well-attended
celebration in her honor, though she said she
“wanted to slip out of the Smithsonian with
no (fanfare). I didn’t even want any retire-
ment party.”

Outside of her work, Weiss was highly
active in her church. She died in Washington
on Jan. 21, 2004, just days shy of her 95th
birthday. n

Tom Emery is a freelance writer and histor-
ical researcher from Carlinville. He may be
reached at ilcivilwar@yahoo.com or 217-
710-8392.

The Briar Rose

RETAIL & CONSIGNMENT SHOP
216 N. State Street
Litchfield, IL - 217.324.2442

MNew and Gently Loved Primitives - Antiques

Home Decor - Furniture » Repurposed
Recycled « Reclaimed ltems - PLUS

Clothing = Shoes - Jewelry - Accessories & More!
MANY ITEMS HANDCRAFTED LOCALLY!

Follow us on Faceboaok and Instagram
LIVE video sales for updates

.GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLEL
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805 Sarpy Street - Morrisonville, lllinois ﬁ

Helena Weiss was part of the acquisition of the Wright Flyer for the Smithsonian Institute.
The Wright Flyer was the first powered, controlled, sustained airplane flight in history. “Pmr |N5Tﬂ|.|.ﬂ“||||

Orville Wright, age 32, is at the controls of the machine, lying prone on the lower wing with SIIPH“I]I] c“s."'MEn SEHUIBE FIBERGLASS POOLS

hips in the cradle which operated the wing-warping mechanism. His brother, Wilbur Wright,

IS ALL WE DO!
age 36, ran alongside to help balance the machine, having just released his hold on the forward r“ E E ESTI M AT Es

ight of the right wing. Th ti il, the wing-rest, il box, and other i ded
upright of the right wing. The starting rail, the wing-rest, a coil box, and other items needed for 217_526_?00[:»«1 BOOKING 2021
INSTALLS NOW!I

[light preparation are visible behind the machine. (Orville Wright preset the camera and
had John T. Daniels squeeze the rubber bulb, tripping the shutter.)

This image was restored by User:Wright Stuf in November, 2018 using GIMP.
By John T. Daniels - File:Wright_first_flight.tif, Public Domain,
https://commons .wikimedia.org/w/index.php? curid=75148383

FRI, SEPT ATH - SAT, SEPT 9TH - SUN, SEPT 6TH

Join us for our Annual Fall Harvest Festival when we will be decked out
with Autumn Seasonals for decorating your home & garden. We will have
door prizes and discounts. Visit our 80 small business shoppes for
antiques, primitives, farm house chic, painted and repurposed furniture
and lighting, florals, books, candles, specialty food items, ladies clothing,
Jjewelry and accessories and so much more!

DUE TO COVID-19 MANY OF THE
ANNUAL FESTIVALS YOU LOOK
GWE ARE D'FFERE"T THAN THE REST!’ FORWARD TO HAVE BEEN CANCELED.

WHY NOT PLAN A ROAD TRIP TO
Interstate 55 to Auburn/Pawnee Exit 82 - Behind the Truck Stop THE AREA’S MANY INDOOR SHOPPING

OPEN 10-5 DAILY « 217-628-1122 MALLS INSTEAD?
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LARGE SELECTION OF BUILDINGS TO CHOOSE FROM

WE nn EYTHEAREA S ~ OVER 80 BUILDINGS ON SITE Pws WE CUSTOM BUILD -

UARGEST{DEALER ﬂl:

OARDINAL\‘

s BUILDINGS LLC

 BUY OR RENT-TO-OWN
NO CREDIT CHECK

- = 24-36-48-60 MONTH RTO OPTIONS

RENT-TO-OWN AVAILABLE ONLY ON CARDINAL BUILDINGS AND GAZEBOS

ALL STEL'S

CARPORTS!

TOP-OF-THE LINE MATERIALS
AND CONSTRUCTION

FREE INSTALLATION ON ANY LEVEL LOT
CUSTOM BUILDS UP TO 60’ WIDE
AND ANY LENGTH

mummmuhmm

.. =S CARRS \ : T\ﬁm —

— 2 e
GARAGES : : :
UTILITY SHEDS PLUS BENCHES - CHAIRS + TABLES + ROCKERS - GLIDERS » SETTEES

PICNIC TABLES  SWINGS « PLANTER BOKES « AND MUCH MORE
el m RV/BOAT COVERS INCLUIDING A LARGE SELECTION OF METAL ART & AMISH TREATS!

AGRICULTURAL BARNS

S OIS T
CUSTOM BUILDS

5@%% you for over 28 years! “f www.poorboysneas.com

HMP00RBOY[PORTABLEBUILDINGS & MORE

9975 Route 140 (JCT 140 & Rt 4) - WORDEN, IL - 618-841-5948 or 618-633-2702

24 | SEPTEMBER 2020 | www.facebook.com/ The Prairie Land Buzz THE PRAIRIE LAND BUZZ MAGAZINE



DECATUR COIN AND JEWELRY

Father Daughter Team
Treasures Common Bond

Bennie Strumpher has had a passion for
coins since a young age.

“I became interested in them when I was
about 10 years old,” he said. “My dad
worked at a coal mine and he came home
with a sock full of coins - they paid him in
silver dollars. So he laid the coins out on the
table. They were pretty, and I fell in love
with them.”

From sorting through silver dollars in
a bank vault as a child, to traveling along the
trade show circuit with his family as an
adult, Strumpher’s love affair with coins
helped guide his life.

In 2007 he found a place for that love to
take root when he bought Decatur Coin and
Jewelry, a business that has been located at
104 N. Main Street in downtown Decatur
since 1972.

But Bennie Strumpher isn’t the only
Strumpher with an affinity for coins. His
daughter, Samantha, happily followed in his
footsteps.

“I went to a lot of coin shows with my
dad,” she said. “I’d take coins around to
dealers and sell them for him. I'd leave with
a box full of coins and I"d come back with
a hand full of checks or cash.”

“She was really little, probably 10 or 12
then,” Bennie added.

And she’s been by her father’s side at
Decatur Coin and Jewelry since the very be-
ginning, mostly handling the vintage cos-
tume jewelry that customers bring in.

“I love being with my dad and experienc-
ing with hin daily the passion he has for this
place, and that’s helped me create as well,”
she said.

Handling everything from coins, pocket
watches and vintage paper money, to cos-
tume, gold and silver jewelry, Bennie and
Samantha believe it’s their ethics and serv-
ice that makes their business stand out from
others.

“We are a ‘pay-it-forward’ organization,”
Bennie said. “If you have something worth
a lot of money, we are going to offer you
a lot of money, about 90 percent on the dol-
lar. We have paid out over 16 million dollars
to people just like you over the past few
years.” “We are professional numismatists
and travel the coin show circuit buying in-
vestor grade coins that we seldom encounter
here at the shop,” he added. “We ‘know’
where the value is and many of our long

term clients have become wealthy by paying
for our experienced eyes. High eye appeal
coins we sold just a few years ago for a cou-
ple of hundred dollars are worth thousands
of dollars today.”

Bennie and Samantha are staying busy,
enjoying their customers, and enjoying their
work.

“I don’t have to work. I do this because
I enjoy it,” Bennie said. “I could have
retired a long time ago, but I've been doing
this for 40 years and I hope to keep doing it
as long as my eyes and health are good.”

“I love what I do,” Samantha agreed.
“I love all the jewelry, and the coins too.”

Decatur Coin and Jewelry is located at
104 N. Main Street in Decatur. Store hours
are 9 am. to 4 p.m. daily, except on Thurs-
days when they remain open until 7 p.m.
They are closed on the weekend, for all
major holidays and from 1-1:30 p.m. for
lunch. You can find out more by calling
217-899-4346 or 217-423-0041, by visiting
www.DecaturCoinandJewelry.com or find
them on Facebook.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

$18 MILLION PAID TO PEOPLE JUST LIKE YOU IN THE PAST FEW YEARS!
We Buy Many Vintage Collectibles

v/Rare Coins v/Paper Money v« Diamonds «+Watches v/ Sterling
v Gold & Silver Jewelry v/Costume Jewelry v Turquoise vVintage Sports, Vintage Toys
v/Native American Items /Civil War, Military and Political Iltems

;' - We can come to you or you can come to US!

DECATUR COIN /&

’
- pt

:'-'
“
e

7

AND JEWELRY

al 45 Years in the Same Location

Family Owned
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DecaturCoinandJewelry.com | 104 N. Maln St - Decatur, IL
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FF CHRISTMAS FABRIC YARDAGE*

HRISTMAS
IN SEPTEMBER

*Thru Sept 2020.
Excludes precuts,
kits and patterns.

SEWING RETREAT CENTER ON-SITE!
Custom Long Arm Quilting
Fat Quarter Bundles & Pre-cuts
Batting by the Yard - Wide Backs - Wool & Wool Kits
Hand Embroidery Patterns, Kits & Thread _
Machine Embroidery Thread « Paper Piece Patterns e
Quilt Club and Classes - Quilter’s Resource Center CUSTO‘TPL.?S%;E%%;“'"NG
Sewing Machines - Sewing Cabinets
Sewing Machine Repair « All Makes and Models
Rewards Program - Sadie’s Dream Charity Drop Off

DOUBLE OCCUPANCY ROOMS www.ITCH NTOB ESTITCHN. CO M
EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH _ _

AND LARGE COMMON KITCHEN
MAXIUMUM CAPACITY 12 SEWING CABINETS - SEWING MACHINES
AND MACHINE REPAIR

618-635-2429
18130 Renken Rd « Staunton, IL
www.itchntobestitchn.com
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The Prairie Land Gardener

Why
Shou

You
Id Grow

a Garden

BY KRIS HART

Growing a garden has a lot more to offer
to your health than just good quality food!
Tending a garden allows you to connect
with the earth, alleviates stress, anxiety and
depression, provides you with an avenue to
be a forever student, stewards diversity and
exercises your ability to share!

Raising a garden for most people
includes the production of food. Growing
food at home offers you so much more nu-
trition than picking your produce up at the
grocery store. Store bought food is
harvested before the food is ripe, and the
production of many enzymes has com-
menced. The early picking also adds to nu-
trient loss. As your tomatoes sit in boxes on
a truck and on a shelf in a warehouse or
store, they are losing their nutrient density.
Consuming naturally ripe food provides
your body with the most nutrition the plant
can offer!

Whether you are growing food or flow-

ers, spending time in the garden, connected
to the earth, is still bringing you bountiful
health benefits. Physically touching the
earth itself with your bare skin actually
grounds you as an electrical being. The term
“ground” in electrical verbiage means “to
return to normal.”

As a species we used to be connected to
the earth in many ways. But in the age of
technology, we have become accidentally
disconnected. Finding ways, and making
time, to reconnect with the earth will reduce
inflammation, relieve pain, enhance senses,
promote inner peace, reduce stress and de-
pression, and enhance gratitude and joy.

Also adding to your gratitude and joy is
the act of learning.

Gardening provides you with many
opportunities to try, fail, and succeed. I hope
the failures never discourage you from try-
ing again. One of the best teachers is expe-

rience. You will learn so much from

o TAMMI'S

REASURES.

ANTIQUES (5’ MORE

Ll

A view of a bee visiting the author’s garden. Hint: Kris is also a photographer!

watching a new plant grow and you will still
harvest from it. Even if all you get from that
plant is experience, the experiment was not
a loss.

Knowledge is an exceptional crop to har-
vest! Use that failure as a springboard for
the next garden. Experts say that one of the
greatest characteristics that successful peo-
ple share, is their ability to fail. KEEP
TRYING! KEEP LEARNING! The act of
learning does so much for long-term cogni-
tive retention and neural pathway develop-
ment.

While you spend time in your garden and
learn how it works, you will notice incredi-
ble diversity among it all. The myriad of
beneficial bugs, fungi and wildlife only add
to the garden. They keep the pests in check
and the soil healthy, which helps prevent
plant illness. Finding a way to co-exist with
nature in this manner has brought me so
much joy and insight! Diversity is what

makes it all work so well and it's exciting to
witness.

As your garden flourishes, as you get
healthier, as you learn more and experience
the diverse nature of the garden, you have
a wealth that you may not have expected!
You may not have as much food or as many
flowers as you expected, or you may have
a bounty that you don't know what to
do with. You also have a new bounty of
knowledge.

At the end of a garden season, we
have a great opportunity to share our food,
flowers, seeds, experience and knowledge
with those around us. It truly is a fulfilling
cycle and I hope you find it encouraging and
enriching! &

Kris Hart lives in Carlinville and has a small
hobby farm making strides toward sustainable
living and organic/heirloom gardening. Contact
her at kris.hartl7@yahoo.com.

OVER 25,000 SQ FT OF TREASURES
TO DISCOVER AND EXPLORE!

WE ARE EASY TO FIND
490 W. State Route 104 - Divernon, IL
I-55 to Auburn/Pawnee Exit 82
217.628.3333

Formerly Lisa’s Antique Mall

COME SEE US SOON!
OPEN DAILY 10AM-5:30PM
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Elsah Museum
Opens 2020
Photography Exhibit

The Village of Elsah Museum recently
announced the opening of the Village of
Elsah Museum for the 2020 season with the
opening of the annual photography exhibit.

The purpose of the exhibit is to celebrate
and foster an appreciation of the beauty and
unique qualities of The Village. This year’s
theme is My Favorite Window. The opening
of the Museum and exhibit was delayed by
Covid 19 restrictions on group gatherings.
This exhibit will be open through next year.

This year’s judge is Erica Popp, an artist
and college instructor. She commented on
the high quality of the submitted images.
In addition to purchase prizes, there were
eight special recognition photographs.
Historic Elsah Foundation will also feature
six historic window photographs from the
exhibit on their webpage.

The 2020 Village of Elsah Purchase Prize
(for a photograph taken in the valley area)
was awarded for Barbara’s View, taken by
the photographer, Barbara L. Clark of Elsah.

The purchase prize photograph will be
part of the Village of Elsah Museum’s
collection. As the winner of the Village of
Elsah Purchase Prize, Ms. Clark also
received the Green Tree Inn award of an
overnight stay for two.

The photograph is an image of a boat on
the Mississippi framed by an interior
window of Ms. Clark’s home. The judge
said that “the image was chosen for its
beauty, window to the Mississippi, and the
sense of calm.”

In addition, the judge felt that the image
was appropriate for this time-period when

we are inside our homes and looking
outside.

The GreatRiverRoad.com prize recog-
nizes a photograph that shows the beauty
and significance of Elsah’s surrounding area
including Chautauqua, the River Road, the
nearby bluffs, and the Principia College
campus. This year’s prize was awarded to
Foggy Illuminations by Kim Howland of
Godfrey. The image stood out for being the
only photograph taken at night. The quality
of the reproduction and beauty of the image
showed an important Bernard Maybeck
designed building and the unique use of
windows.

The judge said of this photograph, “How
poetic that the fog, something thought to
obscure, gives focus to the light. This pho-
tograph is a perfect expression of this year’s
theme. Like the Village of Elsah Purchase
Prize, this photography will also become
part of the Museum collection.”

This is the second year for a Youth Award
for a photograph submitted by a person be-
tween the age of 12-18 years old. This
year’s winning photograph title was Window
Waves of Elsah by Jonah Hosmer of God-
frey. The judge said this image made “full
use of the opportunity to use the reflection
in the old glass to create a whimsical double
exposure effect and yet seeing through to the
inside of the building.”

There are eight special recognition photo-
graphs this year:

* River Road Daisies by Jerry Benner

* The Melting Window by Karen King

» Weather Perspective by Kim Howland

FLOORING for every room in your home.

JR'SFLOORING

g CONTRACTING LLC
618-570-9261

jrsflooringandcontracting.com « Bethalto, IL

The 2020 Village of Elsah Purchase Prize (for a photograph taken in the valley area)
was awarded for Barbara’s View, taken by the photographer, Barbara L. Clark of Elsah.

» Windows of the Past by Rosa Renner

» Window to the Mississippi by Chuck Parr

» Windows of Elsah by Patricia Ott

® The Yellow House by Hope Mader

e Windows of 8 LaSalle by Joan Baker

Historic Window Awards showing the

unique qualities of historic or “old” win-
dows:

* Basking in Spring Sun by Karen King

* Keeping Watch by Ray Watsek

* Looking In & Out by Yvonne Mossman

* Past & Present by Carolyn Schlueter

e Touch of Green by Jim Noeninger

* Window Shopping by Robert Erxleben

The following photographers are repre-

sented in the exhibit: Joan Baker, Jerry Ben-
ner, Barbara L. Clark, Linda Davis-Swink,
Julie Elmendorf, Gayle Erxleben, Robert
Erxleben, Jonah Hosmer, Kim Howland,
Karen King, Hope Mader, Marty McKay,
Yvonne Mossman, Bonnie Noeninger, Jim
Noeninger, Patria Ott. Chuck Parr, Rosa
Renner, Carolyn Schlueter, John Tomlinson,
Ray Watsek, and Susan Young.

The Museum exhibit will be open every

Saturday and Sunday from 1-4 pm during
2020 season and again next spring and early
summer 2021. Visitors are required to wear
masks, no more than 5 visitors are to be
inside the building at any time. Hand sani-
tizer is available at the door. A celebration
of the winners and participants will be held
when Illinois rules determine a safe way to
have an indoor reception.

All the photographs are for sale and
proceeds are retained by the photographer.
Additional copies or sizes of the purchase
prize winning photographs and other photo-
graphs in this and previous exhibits can
generally be purchased from the photogra-
pher.

Thanks go to all who make this exhibit
possible with their funding and time: The
Village of Elsah Board of Trustees and
Mayor Pitchford, Historic Elsah Founda-
tion, Greatriverroad.com, Green Tree Inn,
Burton Art Services, Abigail DeWeese, the
Village of Elsah Museum Advisory Com-
mittee and Museum attendants, Mary Lu
Peters and Donna DeWeese. g,

Luxury Vinyl Plank

The fearless waterproof,
kid & pet-friendly flooring
that won't break the bank!

Stop in & take a look at
all of the options in our
showroom! Check out our
Facebook page for today's

hours & COVID updates.

f FLODRING S0LUTIONS
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Buzzin’ Around the Kitchen

Turn the Bounty of
Sweet Corn into the
Perfect Relish

BY CHEF JACK WUNSCH

Homegrown Corn Relish

—_

DIRECTIONS: Shuck the corn, remove the silks
and cook in boiling water for 6-8 minutes. Remove
the ears to cool. Submerge the cooked corn in ice
water to stop the cooking process for a minute.
Remove corn and allow to cool enough to handle.
Cut the whole kernels off the cob to measure 2-1/2
cups of kernels. Chop the green onion, red bell pep-
per, celery, and fresh basil. Add the cut corn to the
chopped vegetables in a mixing bowl that is plenty
large enough to toss the ingredients. Sprinkle the
cayenne, cumin, nutmeg, mustard, salt and pepper
over the corn mixture. In a small saucepan bring the
vinegar just to a simmer. Add the sugar, stirring to
dissolve. Pour the vinegar-sugar mix directly over
the corn mixture and toss well. (You may want to
allow the vinegar to cool before adding to the corn
mixture.) Next, add the oil to the corn mixture and
toss again. Refrigerate uncovered for at least an hour
prior to serving to allow the flavors to marry.

INGREDIENTS
5-6 ears homegrown sweet corn

1/2 tsp. ground nutmeg

Corn relish is a traditional Southern Sweet corn is available everywhere right

1 medium red bell pepper

United States family recipe for cooked now,so here is my Homegrown Corn Relish

1/2 tsp. dry mustard

whole corn kernels, spiced with red and recipe. I have never shared this recipe

1/2 cup green onion, chopped
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 cup celery, thinly sliced

green bell peppers, peppercorns, and equal  before, and you’ll notice that there are sev-

parts sugar and cider vinegar. eral ingredients, but try it. You will fall in

The mixture is placed in glass canning love with this recipe, and your friends and

1/2 tsp. black pepper

jars and steamed for about 45 minutes in a  family will compliment you with “OOHS

2 tsp. fresh basil, minced
and AHHS!” They will want the recipe, too.

pressure cooker. During the winter months,
1/4 cup sugar

canned corn relish is taken from the pantry 1/4 tsp. cayenne pepper

BONUS: KITCHEN HACKS
Normally my “bonus” is a second recipe,

and opened at the table, given as a garnish 6 Tbs. tarragon vinegar

or side dish to the typically meat-and-pota- 1 tsp. ground cumin

toes dinner fare, which in the South, was but Tara decided to use that for this month’s

1/4 cup olive oil

usually ham and boiled potatoes.

Today, corn relish is often simply cooked
on the stove, and placed in sterile covered
containers and stored in the refrigerator or
freezer.

Variations on the recipe include the
addition of chopped tomatoes, sliced
cucumbers, dill seed, or mustard seed.

Serve classic corn relish with tacos, chili,
beans and rice, pot roast, grilled or broiled
chicken, pork, or fish, sausage, stir it into
jarred salsa for extra texture or serve it alone
with tortilla chips as a stand alone salsa. You
can even chill a jar and serve it as a side
salad!

Sign Language
Interpreting Services

(R24) 388-6221 |

Follow My Fitness. It’s okay, it was fitting.
So as a bonus this month, here is my favorite
kitchen hack for cutting corn off the cob.

I use my largest stainless-steel bowl.
Inside this large bowl, I turn my smallest
stainless-steel bowl upside down and place
it inside the large bowl. I put my corn cob
on top of the bottom of the small bowl and
cut the corn off the cob. It is quick and easy
and all of the corn lands into the large
bowl. .

Is there a recipe you would like to see?
Drop me an email @ BuzzinAroundthe
Kitchen@thebuzzmonthly.com.

SAInterpreting@gmail.com

When you shop small,
it makes a BIC DIFFERENCE!

Shop Rustic Roots in Downtown Wood River
for furniture, home decor, jewelry, accessories,
gifts, and much more...

We are always teaming up with new artists and
great local companies. Come into the store to
see what’s new. Follow us on Facebook too!

Wed. - Fri. 11am-6pm
Sat. 9am - 4pm
Sun. 11am - 4pm

200 W. Ferguson Ave
Woed River, IL

A unquie shop with much to offer
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6 Locations
MR),_IUE North Alton - Granite City -
2345 State St. 4601 Maryville Rd.
Upper Alton - Wood River -
1818 Washington Ave. | 900 E Edwardsville Rd.

Bethalto - East Alton -
515 N Bellwood Dr. 308 W St Louis Ave.

9 3 ..,.,,,o Ky

is back!

Get your donuts fresh here every morning. TRY YDUR LUCK AT ALL 3 LOCATIONS

EAST ALTON BETHALTOD GRANITECITY
- 208 W St. Louis Ave, 515 N Bellwood Dr. 4601 Maryville Rd.

*Must hava a photo 1D and wesr face mask,
1 ENTERTAINMENT.

- T

18 cans

Hops.
Barley.
Water.
Rice.

$13.99 1.99, Reg. 52.39

Coors/Miller Bud/Lt/Select Bud/Lt/Select Ice Mtn Water
18pk cans/bottles 12pk cans/botles 18pk cans/bottles 3 liter

2/%1.50, Reg. .99 ea. 5,99 2/*3, or *1.79 ea. *15.99 Pingls Nntst

Ftn Soda Mini Donuts Fireball Fireball Fireball Party Bucket
320z Hummdinger Little Debbie 50ml 100mi contains 20 - 50m| bottles
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Follow Mg Fitness

7 Surprising Health
Benefits of Eggplant

BY CHEF JACK WUNSCH

I am constantly amazed at how many
people say they have never eaten eggplant!
Eggplant has a similar texture to tomatoes,
making them perfect for soups, stews,
casseroles and even barbecuing. With
a wide range of eggplant varieties to choose
from, it is no secret that they are the perfect
addition to just about any meal.

This delicious fruit is not only full of fla-
vor, but it also packs a punch when it comes
to health benefits. Here are seven surprising
benefits you will experience if you include
eggplant in your regular diet.

A great source of vitamins and minerals
The vitamin and mineral content of egg-
plants is quite extensive. They are a great
source of vitamins C, K, B6, thiamine,
niacin, magnesium, manganese, phospho-
rous, copper, fiber, folic acid, potassium,
and more!

Helps with digestion
The high fiber content in eggplants, which
is a crucial element to maintaining a bal-
anced diet, is a great way to improve your
gastrointestinal health. Incorporating egg-
plant in your diet will help keep you
regular.

Improves health
Again, the fiber in eggplants does more than
just aid digestion, it also helps your heart.
Fiber reduces the amount of cholesterol that
your body absorbs.

Prevents cancer
Antioxidants are one of the body’s best de-
fenses against diseases like cancer, as well
as many other potential infections. Eggplant
contains the natural antioxidant, manganese.
It helps ensure your organs are protected.

Improves bone health
The unique color of an eggplant is more
useful than simply being pretty to look at.

The natural plant compounds that create this
color have been linked to reduced osteo-
porosis, stronger bones, and increased bone
density. The iron and calcium in eggplants
are crucial to improving and preserving
overall bone health.

Prevents anemia
Not getting enough iron in your diet can be
dangerous to your health. Iron deficiency
can lead to anemia, which is characterized
by a general weakness and tiredness feeling
caused by not having enough healthy red
blood cells to carry oxygen.

Increases brain function
Eggplants are rich in natural chemicals
which have been known to improve mental
health. By delivering more blood to the
brain, phytonutrients help boost memory by
stimulating your neural pathways to
develop.

Whew! Now, on to my favorite eggplant
recipes. The one most people know is the
classic Eggplant Parmesan. You can find
a recipe just about anywhere for this dish.

In the restaurant we either make these in
“stacks of three” on a sheet pan for an
appetizer, or they are made in individual
casserole dishes.

My featured recipe is healthier because
there is no breading and frying, and it incor-
porates fresh spinach.

My recipe, INVOLTINI ALA CHEF
JACK, can help you make a dramatic
entrance to the dinner table. As you serve it,
loudly and proudly announce the arrival of
dinner with , “Here is my famous Involtini
Ala Chef (your name here).”

Fun Fact: Involtini is an Italian word for
various small bites of food consisting of
some sort of outer layer wrapped around
afilling. e

INGREDIENTS

2 medium eggplants

1 Ib. fresh or 10 oz. frozen spinach

1 cup whole milk ricotta cheese

1/2 cup grated parmesan or Romano
cheese

2 cups tomato sauce or 1 large jar

1 cup grated Fontina or mozzarella
cheese

Salt and freshly ground black pepper

1/4 tsp. nutmeg

DIRECTIONS

Step 1: There are several ways you
can prepare the eggplant for this dish.
My recommended method for this dish is
to peel the eggplant, remove top and
“square-off” bottom. Next, cut length-
wise intol/4-inch thin strips. Lay egg-
plant strips on two sheet pans and
sprinkle evenly with salt. Let sit for 15
to 30 minutes. The eggplant will “sweat.”
This removes most of the bitter taste.
Rinse well and pat dry before the next
step.

Step 2: I prefer to sauté the eggplant
in olive oil for a couple of minutes until
soft and pliable, and slightly browned.
Watch your heat. You are sautéing, not
frying. Next, I transfer the sautéed slices
onto dry towels to drain excess oil, also
cooling to room temperature.

You also can line parchment-covered
baking sheets with the eggplant, lightly
drizzle with olive oil and bake at 400° for

20 minutes. Or you can prepare much
like you would for Eggplant Parmesan,
which is to flour, dip in egg wash, the
coat with Italian bread crumb. Fry in
olive oil until slightly browned. Sautéing
in olive oil works best for this dish and is
the recommended method.

Step 3: If using frozen spinach, thaw,
rinse and drain very well. If using fresh
spinach, put into boiling, salted water and
cook for three to five minutes. Drain and
press out as much water as possible.

Combine spinach with ricotta cheese.
Add 1/2 tsp. salt and 1/2 tsp. fresh ground
black pepper, and 1/4 tsp. of nutmeg.

Step 4: Once the eggplant has
reached room temperature, scoop about 2
ounces of the cheese and spinach mixture
onto the eggplant and roll it. Layer the
rolls in a lightly sauced casserole dish.
One layer is enough for this dish.

Top (not cover) with tomato sauce,
then top with either shredded fontina or
mozzarella cheese. Next, evenly sprinkle
a layer of grated parmesan cheese or Ro-
mano cheese and bake for approximately
15 to 20 minutes at 400°. (I prefer to driz-
zle a small amount of olive oil over the
grated Parmesan cheese before baking to
help the cheese brown, without burning.)
Serve with good crusty bread and a fresh
tossed salad. Unless you’re eating low
carb, then skip the bread.

TIP: Do not cut eggplant with a car-
bon steel knife. It will turn the eggplant
brown. Use a stainless-steel knife.

...I1s for everyone!

Mon., Wed. 7PM

Tues., Thurs. 7PM

Gera

Tues., Thurs. 8PM

Mon., Wed. 6PM

when you sign up for Kids Jiu-Jitsu!
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Family Traditions,
Small Towns,

and Sports

BY ROGER KRATOCHVIL

When Hank Williams Jr. wrote and
recorded the song, Family Tradition in May
of 1959, he, without a doubt, was writing the
song about his own disfunctional family.
The song peaked at number four on the na-
tional country music charts and sold over
900,000 digital copies, a huge number for
the times.

After all, his father was one of the great-
est hillbilly singers and song writers in his-
tory. Hank was the father of not only Hank
Jr., but a daughter named Jett. Unfortu-
nately, Hank Sr. died in the back seat of
a limousine on January 1, 1953 at the young
age of 29. He was traveling on a snow cov-
ered road in West Virginia on the way to an
engagement in Canton, Ohio, and he died
from a drug-alcohol related heart attack. He
was being chauffeured by a college student
he had hired to get him there.

I think that same family tradition plays
a big part in whether a small community can
succeed not only in sports on a high school
level, but just life alone. Think about that.

Many families follow their family tradi-
tions in what their futures hold for them.
Farm families are a good example of the
farm being handed down from one genera-
tion to another. Usually, it was the father to
the son, but that is changing. RFD -tv has a
weekly show called Farm-her which
highlights stories of wives and daughters
continuing the family tradition of operating
farms that have been in a family in many
instances for over a century.

Former Mt. Olive doctor Frank Warner
had a family tradition of a family raising
show horses, Warner, had his horses cor-
ralled east of Mt. Olive across the road from
Vi Marburger Kruse’s farm. His wife Betty,
and later his daughter Barbara, would per-
form at horse shows. I remember them at
the Coliseum in Springfield performing.

It is also true with the John and Joann
Gay family with their daughter Justine and
her son Josh following the family tradition
of performing on horseback.

I am sure most of you have heard of the
well known Harmon family entertainment
shows at the Shipman Auction House. The
father is the well known Mike Harmon who
performed with the well known Alison
Krauss and Union Station bluegrass band
from 1986-1990. With that background,
Mike and his wife Stacy created their own
band with the birth of their children, Mark,
Jeff and John. The three boys are all mar-
ried and have their own children now. They
still perform as they are all extremely tal-

ented. Mike and his family perform at the
Shipman Auction House on the first Satur-
day of November, December, February,
March and April starting at 7 p.m. For over
40 years they have also performed at their
traditional Lewis and Clark College winter
show in January. The four perform on sev-
eral instruments and the show is primarily
geared to bluegrass and gospel music. Wife
and mother Stacy also sings several songs
with the family. They, like all the others,
have followed the family tradition.

What this is all leading up to is when
family tradition breaks down or changes,
families go in different directions and the
tradition ends. There are many small towns
in our area that at one time had their own
high schools, and in turn, had many families
of traditional athletes. Towns like Witt,
Medora, Benld, Coffeen, Farmersville, Liv-
ingston, Shipman, Brighton, Chesterfield,
etc all had high schools at one time, and had
a glorious sports history. That was until the
proverbial “well ran dry” statement on fam-
ily athletes came true. The one small school
that still comes close to have family sports
tradition is Nokomis. My opinion is that
you still see names that have been heard of
for many years.

But, there is another small town and high
school in the area that has had a wonderful
family tradition that has extended from Sep-
tember of 1946 and still continues - a period
of 74 years. That would be Mt. Olive and
that would be the Jerome and Dorothy
Osmoe family and all of it’s descendants
who still live here. Jerome, or Oz as he was
called, is actually from White City, a small
village a little over a mile from Mt. Olive.
“Big OZ” as I will refer to him, was raised
by the Bellovich family with 18 family
members and cousins under the same roof.
Needless to say they had to learn to coexist
with causing a sense of competitiveness
with each other.

Big Oz set a high standard bar for sports
performance. He played several sports, but
football was his best. In the history of Mt.
Olive High School and it’s 90 years of foot-
ball, he is arguably one of the two best run-
ning backs in history. Some people think
Egan Yurkovich was better than Big Oz.
It just depends on who you talk to. best run-
ning back.

How good was Big Oz? Lifelong friend
and teammate, Larry Vuckelich, now living
in Benld said, “He was fast, he was durable
and he was shifty as a running back, and he
had me blocking for him.*

Big Oz in action!

Joe “Baby Joe” Kratochvil of Mt. Olive
and Myron “Red” Donna of Spartanburg,
South Carolina, were both teammates and
lifelong friends of Oz, and both agreed that
he was the real deal, an outstanding football
player and a once in a lifetime athlete. Iron-
ically, Joe and Myron are brothers-in-law
today. Myron is 88 and Joe is approaching
90 years old.

Keep in mind that little Mt. Olive, on
a regular basis, played Edwardsville High
School, who they beat 26 to 0, and East St.
Louis Lincoln that year, and tied 0 to O.
Some of those metro St. Louis schools
referred to the players from Mt. Olive as
a “bunch of tough coalminers.” Big Oz
suffered a knee injury in that game which
hindered him somewhat for the rest of the
year, but that did not stop him from numer-
ous outstanding performances. There were
numerous players injured in that game from
both teams. Years later I was working in the
Laclede Steel plant in Madison during the
summer and I met a man named Gus Doss
who played for East St. Louis in that game.
He said that was the toughest game he

played that year. He also said he was 20
years old and still playing high school foot-
ball. The Wildcats still won the tough South
Central Conference that year.

Big Oz was good enough to win an ath-
letic scholarship to play football at Eastern
IL University and did very well, not only
running, but kicking field goals too. At East-
ern he teamed up with former Wildcat foot-
ball Coach Maynard Pat. Ironically, O’brien
had coached Yurkovich in the late 1930s to
two undefeated seasons before moving on
to Carlinville High School, and eventually
Eastern Illinois University where the foot-
ball stadium is named after him.

Big Oz also was able to reunite at East-
ern with a number of Wildcat teammates
like Arnold Red Franke, Don Calvin, Bob
Calvin, and Leitz Viehweg. Martin
Chilovich also went to Eastern, but could
only play basketball where he earned
national honors.

After a year, the Korean War was in full
mode and Big Oz, along with several bud-
dies, joined the army. The military has also
been part of the Osmoe family tradition as
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Big Oz and his wife Dorothy raised 10 children.

there have been two in the Marines, two in
the Navy and four in the Army.

After Big Oz married Dorothy they
raised 10 kids and started the family tradi-
tions. You can see the high standard set by
the father with support from the mother, for
not only his kids, but his grand and great
grand kids. Since Big Oz started this tradi-
tion there have been 34 of his descendants
involved with Mt. Olive High School sports
Mt. Olive High School as athletes. They
were never asked to play, but it was the fam-
ily tradition that moved them to participate.

It is sad to say that today Mt. Olive can-
not get enough kids to field a football team.
Hopefully, that will change in the future.

With that large of a family Big Oz and
wife Dorothy had to work together to make
it succeed . Gardens and farm animals being
raised at times allowed them to get through
the lean years. Togetherness is obviously a
big part of a tradition. The family mulligans
and barbecuing a pig or lamb on an open fire
were a big part of this togetherness, and is
fondly remembered by all who remember
attending them.

This is just a story of one family in one
small town providing a long time connec-
tion to it’s small high school. You think
about the many small towns I mentioned
earlier, that struggled in its remaining years,
but they had at one time enjoyed a glorious
history involving families like the Osmoes.
We are fortunate here that their tradition is
continuing, and we all are the better for it.
Big Ozzie, who ran “like the wind” had a leg
removed later in his life because of cancer,
and died in March of 2011 of a heart attack.
His beloved Dorothy passed away in 2013.

I want to thank their oldest child, Linda
Osmoe Cruthis, and good friend and fellow
1950 graduate, Myron “Red” Donna, for
their assistance in putting together this story.
I could not have done it without them.

By the way, most of the Osmoe boys
have also been nicknamed Oz. Nicknames
were very common while growing up in
White City. In another prospective, I served
either as a history teacher, coach, or high

Jerome “Oz” Osmoe ..
the father of a 74 year tradition.

school principal for all 10 of the Osmoe
kids. In fact, Bobby Jr. was my son’s best
friend in high school, and still is to this day.
The names of the second generation Osmoes
are: Linda, Carol, Janet, Nadine, Theresa,
Tammy, Kenny, Bobby, Donnie, and Jerry.

Being a rather nostalgic person, I can
remember little of this information as in
1946 I was only eight years old. Big Oz was
a local hero that young boys like me looked
up to. While as a young boy, Big Oz was
one of the toughest kids in town and we
respected him. We did not have a lot of
heroes other than our sports heroes. Base-
ball and football were very successful sports
in our small village, and we needed our
heroes. I think we still need our heroes

today. 20

Roger Kratochvil is a former teacher, high school
principal, coach and scout for the St. Louis Car-
dinals. He now writes about his life experiences.
You can contact him at kratz@madisontelco.com.

Daily Specials

Monday *12
Chicken Fried Chicken
Served with mashed potatoes, milk
gravy, and country green bean
Tuesday *12
Bacon Wrapped Meat Loaf
Smoked and topped with BBQ sauce
rved with mashed potatoes, milk
gravy, and country green beans
UVednesday$16
Baby Back Ribs
2 rack, served with two sides
Thursday 15
Ribs and Chicken Combo
1/3 rack baby back 1 l;". and a fned
checken breast served with two sides
Fnday*14
Shrimp Taco

ved with fries and slaw

Saturday 15
Brisket

Served with two sides

Online Ordering
. Sunday *12
& Drive-Thru 1!2 Southem Ffied Chickan

Now Available b,

g

Open Daily 11AM-8PM
ChicNPig.com

9

3200 Godfrey Rd, Godfrey, IL 62035

Altonized
Community

Federal Credit Union

EMUAL HOUSHNG
LENDER

LOAN SPECIAL

Members can borrow up to °2,400

for 12 Months at a rate of 6% or 12%
*Rate based on Credit Score. Offer Only Valid thru 09/30/2020.

4435 N. Alby Street, Alton | 618-466-3884 200 N. Main Street, Brighton | 618-715-6220
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CHILLINOIS REGIONAL COOK-OFF v ¢/
SUNDAY 2 STAGES OF LIVE MUSI

CENTRAL STATES REGIONAL COOK-OFF AND PERFORMANCES
, . ' CRAFTS « VENDORS - FOOD

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
FUN FOR ALL AGES!

1 4
1COOK OFF g - '
PEOPLES CHOICE AWARD : : ) HSHS Medical Group

: Multispecialty Care
OCTOBER 2nd, 3rd 8 4th " [V 1T TN [H BT E Y
TAYLORVILLE A 5 SUNDAY - OCT 4+ 10 AM-5 PM PRESENTS

CHILLIFEST CORNHOLE ON TAYLORVILLE'S DOWNTOWN SQUARE

rcunuumg; Sponsored by
=z SHOOTOUT
@-‘aylorﬂlle FFA Presentg ‘
o] Trachor Poll c I

Sponsored by: Larry's Service Center and The Greater Taylorville Chamber of Commerce

For more information about Taylorville events ‘lll c"llll BEAN cn"l‘s‘

Call 217-824-4919 or Find us on
Facebook - Taylorw||ecnamberfevems
' 1] v

BEER GARDEN

PAGEANTS!
Little Miss - Little Mr.
Junior Miss = Teen and
ﬂmss Chilli Pepper ™

(Makesure t.o__l.ls..e 2 Lsm(jhﬂh;) SN EEDILIE BN Y O Ui A L
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Shop These
Taylorville Businesses
When You’re In Town
for Chillifest ...
or any time!

217.777.9778

DEAR YESTERYEAR | 421 W SPRINGFIELD RD. | TAYLORVILLE IL
www.dearyesteryear.com

THE VERY BEST OF THE OLD,
MIXED WITH THE MOST TRENDY OF THE NEW.
What youwtt find,

Antiques & Vintage Finds & Furniture
Repurposed & Restyled Furniture
Architectual Salvage | Hand-crafted Items N
Home & Farmhouse Decor | Gift Items | Vintage Jewelry R
Chalk Paint® by Annie Sloan | Chalk Paint® Workshops

2018 SJ-R Reader’s Choice Awards Winner - Best Antique Shop

8000 sq. ft Mon - Sat 9-6

PLUS... UNIQUE GIFTS - CANDLES & MELTS
ORGANIC HONEY, BEAUTY PRODUCTS,
KILN FORMED GLASS ITEMS
BLACK IRON BLACKSMITH ITEMS
SEASONAL DECOR « METAL ART
VINTAGE « ANTIQUES « ONE-OF-A-KINDS
MEMORIAL STONES « WINDCHIMES
PLANTS « CACTUS

n COMING SOON - LOCAL ORGANIC APPLE CIDER

217-381-3312
2215 W. Spresser = Taylorville
OPEN TUESDAY-SATURDAY 10-4

Cottage Rose

GIFT SHOPPE
f 110 S. MAIN - TAYLORVILLE - 217-824-9447

OPEN
9AM-5PM
MON-SAT

We have an eclectic mix of unique and UNUSUAL GIFTS, trendy home decor,
farmhouse chic, lawn & garden decor, novelty tea towels, artisan crafted items, beautiful
jewelry, GOURMET FOOD ITEMS (Wind & Willow/Harry and David), COOKIE CUTTERS
sports collectibles, and SO MUCH MORE - including primitives, vintage, antiques,
repurposed items...even recycled clothing! Come see what we have in store for you!

Jom,U.sﬁorOun..
FALL OPEN HOusE! DURING

FHIDAY SEPT 4-SATURDAY, SEPT 5 SUNDAY - OCT @+ 10 A5 PH
pecials sales, refresh door prizes and more. ON TAYLORVILLE'S DOWNTOWN SQUARE

Credit unions offer the same products

and services as other financial institutions,
but exist to help people, not make a profit.
That means earnings are returned to
members in the form of lower rates and
fewer fees. Come by today to find out more!

TCCU Searinion ™™™

Taylorville « 422 W. Main + 217-824-9658

Hillsboro - 138 E. Wood + 217-532-5300

Litchfield » 801 W. Union * 217-324-7496
Pana - 101 E. Fifth - 217-562-2516

. Federally insured by

taylorvillecommunitycreditunion.com

LEnDER

FALL OPEN HOUSE
20% OFF STOREWIDE'

6 BIG DAYS!

TUES, SEPT 1 - MON, SEPT 7
OPEN 10-5 EACH DAY! >

® Sunday

91 TDooden Honer ©

UNIQUELY CRAFTED GIFTS & MORE

Unique Gifts - Seasonal Home & Garden Decor
Floral Wreaths, Swags & Arrangements
Wooden Flowers « Wind Chimes

Farmhouse Furniture - Earth Rugs

Lang Calendars - Candles

Memorial Stones « Saddles - Baskets - Angels
Lanterns « And So Much More!

217-824-2014
1111 Spresser - Taylorville, IL

www.thewoodenflower.com
REG HOURS: TUES-FRI 10-5 - SATURDAY 10-3

*SALE EXCLUDES CEMETERY, MEMORIAL
AND PREVIOUSLY MARKED DOWN ITEMS
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One of Carol Fleming's site-specific installations, a private sculpture garden in Portola Valley, California, completed in 2014.

Artist Donates Piece
to Lake Lou Yaeger
Recreational Area in Litchfield

The Earth laughs in flowers, and so does
artist Carol Fleming as she steps back to
enjoy her recent installation at Lake Lou
Yaeger Recreational Area in Litchfield.
Fleming has donated two beautiful pieces of
wall art to Lake Lou Yaeger Recreational
Area. Her latest work is entitled Rose Tile.
Fleming and her husband, Larry Marks,
installed this stoneware glazed clay tile
piece on the wall of Picnic Area Three’s
Comfort Station along Park Road. This
piece is complimentary to the woodlands
that surround the area.

Fleming believes that art brings people
together and encourages dialogue within

a community. She has been creating art in
her studio since 1988 and specializes in
designing site-specific and one-of-a-kind
artwork in clay. She has placed artwork in
residential, educational and corporate land-
scapes. In addition to her Rose Tile, Flem-
ing previously donated a piece titled Sun
Rays to the recreational area. The public
can find this piece on the exterior of the
Milnot Beach House. Fleming has informed
Litchfield’s lake department and the tourism
office that she will be donating one other
piece to the recreational area.

The City of Litchfield is very grateful for
her generosity and her willingness to use her

This stoneware glazed
tile, entitled “Rose Tile”
was recently donated
to Lake Lou Yaeger
Recreational Area
in Litchfield by
artist Carol Fleming.

talent to beautify the city and share artwork
with the public. If you are an artist who is
interested in incorporating public art in the
city of Litchfield, contact the tourism office
at tourism@cityoflitchfieldil.com or call
217-324-8147.

Carol Fleming was born deaf. Her fam-
ily moved from Shreveport, Louisiana to
Clayton, Missouri so she could attend Cen-
tral Institute for the Deaf.

In a previous interview, posted on her
website, she said, “Creating is the best and

deepest part of me, the true voice of my
inner, God-given, personality. I opened my
studio after completing graduate school at
Ohio University. For a quarter of a century,
I have fashioned columns with pliable clay,
upwards of 250 pounds per column. The
stoneware body is formulated for me
according to my own recipe. I also mix all
my own glazes. To date, I have done 335
firings in my gas kiln, a New York-made
Bailey.

I gain great delight in shouldering my
way through the clay with a heavy wood
roller. The blank “canvas” will begin to
speak for me as I muscle the primary slab
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Artist Carol Fleming outside of her studio with Caramella.

forms, building and coiling the clay by hand.
For final shaping, I pound the clay with a
simple paddle; each column hums its own
songs.

The columns rise from my own story.
Losing my father while I was in high school
made me comprehend how truly precious
life is. I realized it was important to make
each day count. To that end, I aim
to live fully, savoring individual moments,
to trust in God, and to forgive completely.
Living this way yields positive images and
uplifting messages of beauty, which I aim

by my art to create and share.

When all is said and done, at the end of
my days, I want the clay work to point to our
Maker, the original Artist.”

Fleming’s studio, Studio Terra Nova, is
a Cathedral-like 800 square foot studio next
to her home in St. Louis, MO. They travel
to the lakehouse at Lake Lou Yaeger in
Litchfield most weekends.

If you are interested in learning
more about Fleming’s artwork visit
www.carolfleming.com. 2%

No trip along Historic
Route 66 in lllinois is complete without a
stop at the Litchfield Museum & Route 66
Welcome Center. Learn the fascinating
history of Litchfield and Route 66 in Illinois.

For a small town, Litchfield packs a
big ‘kick’on 66! Plus, admission is FREE!

April - October:

Monday - Saturday, 10 am - 4 pm
Sunday, 1 pm -4 pm

November - March:

Tuesday - Saturday, 10 am-4pm
Closed on major US holidays *

LITCHFIELD MUSEUM 166

* x & ROUTE 66 WELCOME CENTER
Litchgield

ILLINOIS &

Find us ly on Route 66!

334 North Historic Route 66, Litchfield, Illinois USA

WWW.LITCHFIELDMUSEUM.ORG
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Lincoln Presidential Library
Reaches Milestone In Releasing
Lincoln Documents

The Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library and Museum has finished publish-
ing every known Lincoln document from his
birth to the end of his single term in
Congress, an important milestone on the
way to making all Lincoln documents avail-
able online.

The Papers of Abraham Lincoln project
had previously released all Lincoln docu-
ments through the end of his Illinois legisla-
tive career in 1841. Now the project has
added 509 documents that extend through
March 3, 1849, when Lincoln left Congress.

“These eight years were pivotal in the
personal life and career of Lincoln,” said Dr.
Daniel Worthington, director of the Papers
of Abraham Lincoln. “Personally, he mar-
ried, welcomed his first two sons and pur-
chased the land on which he would build his
only home. Professionally, he saw his law
practice flourish. Politically, he rose from a
little-known state politician to a U.S. con-
gressman and a rising star in the Whig
Party.”

Documents from this period include:

The letter in which Lincoln first uses the
“house divided” metaphor that would later
be the theme of one of his most famous

speeches

The marriage certificate for Lincoln and
Mary Todd

A satirical newspaper column that almost
led to Lincoln fighting a duel

A brief message that is Lincoln’s first
known use of the telegraph

The “spot resolutions” Lincoln introduced
in Congress to demand an accounting for
what he considered an illegal war against
Mexico.

The documents are available at www.
PapersOfAbrahamLincoln.org along with
extensive annotations explaining the people
and events mentioned. Thousands of addi-
tional documents that provide context to
Lincoln’s life are also available.

The Papers of Abraham Lincoln not only
makes Lincoln documents available online
but has discovered lost documents and dig-
itally reunited documents that have been
separated over time.

On July 6, 1847, Lincoln delivered a
speech in Chicago on a hot topic of the day:
infrastructure improvements and President
Polk blocking projects on the Great Lakes.
Yet this speech was somehow forgotten.
Lincoln biographies and collections of his

,l’”

J ' URIUSEL

I
The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum documents the life of the 16th
U.S. President, Abraham Lincoln, and the course of the American Civil War. Combining
traditional scholarship with 21st-century showmanship techniques, the museum ranks as one

of the most visited presidential libraries. The library and museum is located in the state capital
of Springfield, Illinois, and is overseen as an agency of state government.

speeches said nothing about it.

But the Papers staff came across a men-
tion of it in an obscure book about internal
improvements. They were then able to track
down an account of the speech in a St. Louis
newspaper. Now anyone in the world with
internet access can read Lincoln’s words.

“We meet here to promote and advance
.the cause of internal improvement. Parties
have differed on that subject, but we meet
here to break down that difference — to
unite, like a band of brothers, for the welfare

of the common country,” Lincoln told the
conference.

As a digital project, the Papers of Abra-
ham Lincoln can update information and
create new connections. One example
involves two future presidents.

In 1848, Lincoln wrote to Secretary of
State James Buchanan and requested a copy
of an 1836 treaty between Mexico and what
had been the independent nation of Texas.
The text of that letter has been available for
decades, but there was no known response

ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL
SAT, SEPT 12-SUN, SEPT 13

ENTER TO WIN A $50 GIFT CERTIFICATE!
OUTSIDE VENDORS - FOOD CONCESSIONS
PETTING ZOO - PUMPKINS FOR SALE - & MORE!

10% OFF

STOREWIDE

1<

Spend less on
your pet’s food
and have a happier,
healthier pet!

PET CENTER
ULTRA PREMIUM PET FOODS,
TREATS & SUPPLEMENTS

No Artificial Corn, Wheat, Soy
Artificial Ingredients or By-Products!

618.655.1630
7139 Marine Road - Edwardsville, IL
Open Mon-Fri «10-6 and Saturday - 9-4

=The
GlENwood

Supportive Living

Whene the Cnly Things You
Leave Betiind (e Weorvies

Staunton - 618-635-4012
18192 Renken Road
Greenville - 618-664-9012
605 S. Dewey Street
theglenwoodcommunities.com

s P

- Large apartments with walk-in closets

« Private bathrooms with walk-in showers
+ 24-hour certified and caring staff
- Affordable rates (all utilities included)
« Local transportation for medical appts

» Private patios
 fl>]

o

« Pet friendly

HOME e GIFTS
ANTIQUES « BOUTIQUES

www.Nickorbobs.com

89 SHOPS UNDER ONE ROOF!
217.628.9191 n
14260 Frazee Rd e Divernon, IL

Pawnee/Auburn Exit 82 off I-55
Across from Hilda's Antigue Mall

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 10AM-6PM

BOTH STOMS!

20,000 SQ FT OF ANTIQUES,
PRIMITIVES, COLLECTIBLES,
RETRO, VINTAGE AND MORE

14266 Frazee Rd ® Divernon, IL
217.628.9192
Pawnee/Auburn Exit 82 off I-55
Acroas from Nickorbobs

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 10AM-6PM
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from Buchanan, who would become the
15th president. Then a researcher pointed
the ALPLM team to a 1909 collection of
Buchanan’s papers. It contained his
response (which was basically, sorry, I don’t
have a copy).

Today, anyone researching Lincoln’s criti-
cism of the Mexican War can read his letter
and Buchanan’s reply together, along with
the copy of the treaty that Lincoln eventu-
ally tracked down on his own.

In all, the Papers of Abraham Lincoln has
now published 930 documents by or to Lin-
coln, all of which have been edited, tran-
scribed and annotated. They are
accompanied by 8,095 background docu-
ments, such as copies of legislation.

The project is now publishing documents
from the next phase of Lincoln’s life — the
period from leaving Congress to winning
the presidential election in 1860, involving
some 3,800 documents.

The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Li-
brary and Museum uses a combination of
rigorous scholarship and high-tech show-
manship to immerse visitors in Lincoln’s life
and times. The library holds an unparalleled
collection of Lincoln books, documents,
photographs, artifacts and art, as well as
some 12 million items pertaining to all as-
pects of Illinois history.

dFor more information, visit www.Pres-
identLincoln.illinois.gov. You can follow the
ALPLM on Facebook, Twitter and Insta-

gram. 239

La

F ] .
p . 18581 White City Road (1/2 mile from Rt 4) » Staunton
4 217-313-1001 » www.labellafiori.biz

OPEN 9-5 DAILY
THRU OCTOBER

Bella

Come out for fall vegetables - plus mums are ready to go.
- We also have pansies and other annuals for container plantings,
plus perennials, fairy garden accessories and as always,

we have trees, pottery and garden supplies.

120 S Hibbard St
Staunton, lllinois

Landscape Design
Maintenance & Mowing
Garden Center
Unique Gifts & Decor
Outdoor Furniture
Fresh Produce & Bakery

Call Us Today! (800) 637-8669
mayfieldslandscaping.com

Missouri Baptist
UNIVYERS X
- 9

AT LEWIS & CLARK COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Offers 8-week class | Located on the Lewis and Clark
campus in Godfrey, lllinois

For lllincis students who wish to attend MBU, we offer upper-
division and graduate-level classes at Lewis & Clark Community
College. These classes are available for the 2+2 program, which
allows students to transfer general credits from Lewis & Clark
toward a four-year degree from MBU. Courses feature the same
quality faculty and courses found on our main campus.

BACHELOR DEGREES:

* Accounting

* Behavioral Science
(coming soon)

e Criminal Justice

* Human Services

e Management

e Sport Management
(hybrid program)

MASTER DEGREES:

* Business Administration

Lewis and Clark Community College | Haskell Hall B09
618.468.2621 | mobap.edu/lccc
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Alton Music Exchange

Now Open

Designed to Assist Professional Musicians
Find Equipment and Swap Stories

BY COLIN FEENEY AND CHARLES THOMAS

A new music shop, the Alton Music
Exchange, recently opened in Downtown
Alton. It is designed to help musicians find
the right equipment at a reasonable cost.
Their main purpose to buy, trade and sell
music equipment but they also offer rentals
and music lessons.

On its surface, the Exchange is the kind
of business that's designed to assist musi-
cians by just about any means necessary.

"The Alton Music Exchange is, on the
surface, a buy, trade and sell consignment
music shop," said owner Jared Unfried.
"Long title for we carry music gear for the
gigging musician."

Unfried is a person who can identify
with musicians who go from gig to gig,
playing their music before audiences all
over the area.

"For a year or so, I just did professional
performing," Unfried said. "Super difficult,

hard to do, very exhausting," he said with
a laugh. "This store was kind of an in-be-
tween, the middle of that life and family life
too. And I still get to do that kind of stuff,
but all this fun stuff, too."

The Exchange couldn't have come at
a better time, as the music scene in our very
vibrant area is considered an up-and-com-
ing.

"The Alton music scene itself is just
super forthcoming," Unfried said, "and
super helpful in every way. Lots of love. The
river doesn't hurt, the views don't hurt. Hon-
estly, when we moved up here, driving up
the River Road, it just felt like home. Really,
I think it was home for about a decade
before we actually moved here."

The Exchange has attracted fans and mu-
sicians of all ages, who often talk to Unfried
about concerts and artists both past and pres-
ent. He can identify with genres of all kinds,

It makes sense to
hear every word.

7
4 \‘
Doctors of Audlology, mUCh more ’, \

than just a hearing aid store. Call today to
start your journey to improved hearing!

Dr. Joe Hopper
Doctor of Audiology

Dr. Michelle Cramer
Doctor of Audiology

!
1
I
1
\

\

\ Not valid with any other offer. z

The main purpose of Alton Music Exchange is to buy, trade and sell
music equipment but they also offer rentals and music lessons.

no matter the era.

"T'love talking to people about the music
they make," Unfried said, "about gigs they
have worked or performed. Older people
come in and tell me about how things used
to be, young kids, come in and tell me about
how things are, and because I'm old enough
but still young I like the different perspec-
tives from everybody. I get a kick out of it."

Unfried is also getting assistance from
other area music shops, such as Mojo's and
Swing City Music. He sees them not as
competition, but as fellow musicians and

R

Hearing Screening and
Demonstration of the Most i
Advanced Digital !
Re-Chargeable Hearing Aids ,'
\ in the Industry. /

/

M. Bxpires 09/3020 BUZZ ¢
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|1 344 D'Adrian Professional Park

Godfrey, IL 62035
618-466-4444

i

www.professionalhearingassociates.com
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o

400 Maple Summit Road
Jerseyville, IL 62052

618-466-4444

-
_ -

owners willing to help out when possible.

"The guys from Mojo's and Swing City,
super nice guys, just very helpful every step
of the way," Unfried said. "If there's a small
amount of competitiveness, it doesn't show.
We're all friends, we're all in this together.
If they don't have something, I'll send it to
them, and if I don't have something, they'll
send it here.

Come in, play some music, tell me your
stories. Enlighten me, and maybe I can
enlighten you." 3%

Professional
Hearing Associates

O www.facebook.com/DrjoeHopper
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CENTER

Services Include:

- Collision Repair

- Color Touch-up

- Hail Damage, Door Dings, Paintless
Dent Removal

- Windshield Repair, Chips, Cracks

- Interior Restoration, Cigarette Burn
Holes, Leather Repair

- Paint Blending, Scratch Repair

FACTORY = ) See David Whitman in the
ANDERSON MEDICAL GROUP AUTHORIZED J Body Shop for details.

Welcomes

Dr. Sara Cannon
OB/GYN

Now seeing patients at:

2016 Vadalabene Dr. BUICK + GMC + CADILLAC
Maryville, IL 62062
Foran sppoinment, ot 618.465.8881

618.288.8555

1620 Homer Adams Pkwy, Alton, IL
www.qualitygmcars.com

ANDERS@N MEDICA'L

GROUP

Sy by s, s i b P BT G L U T L

AndersonMG.Com
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Increas;i Demand Brings N;w Services, New Hours
and New Employee to RiverBender Tech Center

An increased demand brings new hours,
new se and a new employee - Lloyd
Maulden - to the RiverBender Tech Center.

"The demand for our servi ontinues
to grow,” said RiverBender Tech Center
owner John Hentrich. “As people rely more
and more on their smartphones, tablets, and
computers, their need for services also
increases. Everything we do these days

s on our ability to get online, so our
devices are becoming more critically impor-
tant every day."

"If you have dropped your cell phone and
cracked the screen or your computer has
slowed down to a crawl, you know how
[rustrating it can be to get even the simple
things done in our busy everyday lives,"
Hentrich said. "Online banking, online shop-
ping, email, and so many other tasks,
become a real challenge when we can't use
our digital devices."

"Even when things aren't broken
aneed [or upgrades and routine maintenance
to keep things running smoothly. As an
example, Microsoft is no longer supporting
Windows 7, which creates significant secu-
rity risks, especially for those with sensitive,
important data or for those who use their
computers for business."

Dan Gonzales, who has been with the
Tech Center for a number of years, said
“To meet demand and to improve our level
of service, we are making a lot of changes
in 2020, We are extending our hours now
until 7 p.m. Monday through Friday and we
are opening on balurd'i} s from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. We are also now offering some addi-
tional on-site services which include com-
puter pickup and installation, training, and
on-site business support. We can even offer
remote dial-in support for customers, with

L
DAN GONZALES
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malware, viruses, or a general tuneup.”

If you are not good with preventative
maintenance and data backup, they can help
with those things as well.

“All too often people make the mistake
of waiting until disaster strikes before they
think about how they would recover from
a mechanical failure or a completely destruc-
tive virus,” Hentrich said.

“Regardless of whether your data is on
your phone or on your computer, do yourself
a huge favor ;md make sure you are prepared
for the worst,” said Cody Dover, the Smart-
phone and Game Console Repair Specialist
at RB Tech Center.

“I"ve fixed hundreds and hundreds of
phones during my five years here and
although I can often recover data from bro-
ken cell phones, there are many situations
where people have lost everything.”

New to the staff is Lloyd Maulden.

"With more than 25 years of computer
repair experience and a strong desire to pro-
vide top-level customer service, he is sure to
be an asset to our customers and to our
team," Hentrich said. "I'm incredibly excited
to have the opportunity to work with Lloyd
and to be able to provide the additional serv-
ices. 2020 is sure to be another great year!"

RiverBender Tech Center also sells inex-
pensive, refurbished computers, and they
have the parts in stock to upgrade and speed
up your existing computers. The phone
repair business includes cracked screens,
battery replacements, charging port prob-
lems and more.

The Riverbender Tech Center is located
at 200 W. 3rd St. in Downtown Alton right
across from Mac's Timeout. They can also
be found online at www.RBTechCenter.com
or by calling 618-465-98

— E N
LLOYD MAULDEN

www.facebook.com/ The Prairie Land Buzz

“RIVERBENDER

~@m TECH CENTER

COMPUTER SALES
& TECH SERVICES

iIPhone & iPad Screen Repair
PC & Laptop Repair

Virus & Spyware Removal
Wired & Wireless Networks
Data Backup & Recovery
Game Console & TV Repair
Remote & On-Site Services
Security Camera Systems

618-465-9850 Exr. 1

Located at 200 W. Third St | Alton

(Across the street from Mac’s Time Out Lounge)
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TRASH SERVICE

WE OFFER:
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
DUMPSTERS

ROLL-OFF SERVICE

OFFERING 15, 20, 30
AND 40 YD ROLL-OFFS

Located at 2421 State St. in Alton, IL

We Serve Greene, Jersey, Macoupin,
Madison & St. Clair Counties

SandersWaste.com f

O¥;

Do Your Finances
Have You Puzzled?

We Can Help!

o~y MIDWEST

' MEMBERS ®
Credit Union

Across

1. Get under way

5. Disney classic

10. Corp. honchos

14. Part of a German count

15. Audibly

16. Wealthy one, in a noted
dichotomy

17. Third man

18. Butcher shop purchase

19. Sale condition

20. Locale in the 1958 hit "Rockin’

Robin"

23. Air

24. Chopin's "The Winter Wind,"
e.g.

25. Savior

31. Heavenly butter?

32. Central Utah city

33. Bud or Sam

34. Variety show

36. Take a piece out of

40. Simple

41. Jacket text

42. Handy sort

48. Throat projection

49."... what the meaning of
Clinton

50. This puzzle's theme

55. Clouseau's title: Abbr.

56. "The Piano" extra

57. Top-notch

60. Fighting

61. Onetime TV portrayer of a
Los Angeles Tribune editor

62. Rocky projection

63. Barcelona boy

64. Treasure holder

65. Steno's slip

101 Wesley Drive
Wood River, IL 62095

618-254-0605

www.midmembers.org

Down
1. Vitamin fig.
2. Earth, for one
3. Actor Cobb
4. Capp creation
5. Dugout helper
6. Melanin-deficient individual
7. Othello was one
8. German political group
9. Mid-month time
10. Boardroom aids
11. Abate
12. Capital of Asturias
13. Six-line sonnet section
21. Desires
22. Abound
25, Boxer's weapon
26. It's extracted
27. Pick up the pace, old-style
28. Borders buy
29. 1989 one-man Broadway
opening
30. Half a laugh
34. Court official
35. Stat for Derek Lowe
36. Someone to emulate
37. 1963 Paul Newman film
38. Dander
39. "Antiques Roadshow FYI"
airer
. Wail
. Zest
. Lennon's boy
. Ahead, to Antonio
44. Taps on the shoulder, maybe
. Brief thief
. Petrol units
. Warm weather wear
. Snazzy Apple
. Deep cut
. Sharpen
. Cambridge Conservative
. Siesta
. Kind of trip

Answers Online at Riverbender.com/answers
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Pittsfield Native
Was Inspiration in
Steinbeck’s Career

BY TOM EMERY

Novelist John Steinbeck won a Pulitzer
Prize in 1940 for The Grapes of Wrath, and
is also known for Of Mice and Men and The
Winter of Our Discontent. A Pike County
native helped shape his remarkable talents.

Edith Mirrielees taught Steinbeck in
creative writing at Stanford University, and
remained a cherished mentor to the author
for decades to come.

One Stanford source notes that Mir-
rielees had “a formative impact” on Stein-
beck’s brilliance, while another university
researcher declared she “was the first to spot
Steinbeck’s talent. She restored his ego, and
gently and quietly would fire him with
hope.”

Born on Sept. 10, 1878 in Pittsfield,
Mirrielees spent most of her childhood in
the village of Big Timber in southern Mon-
tana, not far from Yellowstone National
Park. At age eighteen, she began teaching in

AUTO ® HOME e LIFE

COVERAGE

$5,000 $240.00
$10,000 345.00
$15,000 $450.00
$20,000 $555.00

MONTHLY INSTALLMENTS AVAILABLE

Protect your loved ones with
$20,000 of life insurance
coverage until age 26 for only
$555. What a perfect way to
protect what matters most.

We’'re your Shield.
Shelter Life Insurance Company * Columbia, |

Policy For

the public schools of Montana, continuing
for six years.

At age 25 in 1903, Mirrielees enrolled
in Stanford University, then a school in its
infancy. Located south of San Francisco in
Palo Alto, the institution was founded by
railroad baron Leland Stanford in 1891.

Though she originally planned to study
history, Mirrieless moved into English and
became the editor of the university’s literary
magazine, Sequoia. She also helped found a
women’s honorary society, Cap and Gown.

Mirrieless graduated in 1907 and, two
years later, joined the Stanford faculty in
English literature. She remained with the
faculty until 1944, becoming a well-
respected professor while developing
cutting-edge teaching methods, particularly
in creative writing. In addition, she wrote an
acclaimed reference, Story Writing, which
remains a standard in its field.

Mark Birmingham
402 State St

Alton, IL 62002
618-462-8752

We're your Shelter.

issouri

rm ICC17-1

Among her students was Steinbeck, who
showed little inclination for study and left
Stanford without graduating. Mirrielees,
however, left a decided imprint on him.

One Steinbeck biographer noted that
Mirrielees spent much time reading Stein-
beck’s work, suggesting improvements.
However, she never graded him with an
“p?

Steinbeck kept in touch with Mirrielees
for decades. In a celebrated March 1962
letter, Steinbeck wrote Mirrielees that
“although it must be a thousand years ago
that I sat in your class in story writing at
Stanford, I remember the experience very
clearly.

“I was bright-eyed and bushy-brained
and prepared to absorb from you the secret
formula for writing good short stories, even
great short stories. You canceled this illusion
very quickly.”

Mirrielees had advised Steinbeck that
careers in writing are difficult. Steinbeck
conceded that “you set us on the desolate
lonely path of the wrtier...surely you were
right about one thing, Edith. It took a long
time — a very long time. And it is still going
on and it has never got easier.”

He was one of many accomplished writ-
ers that studied under Mirrielees. Among
them was Allen Drury, who won a Pulitzer
of his own in 1960. Another of her star
alumni, Irma Hannibal, recalled that “Miss
Mirrielees was brilliant, but most of all she
was so kind to her students. We all loved
her.”

Mirrielees, who counted literary giant
Robert Frost among her friends, devoted her
life to the university in many other ways.
She served with the Stanford Red Cross unit
in France during World War I and periodi-
cally worked as an advisor to the Bureau of
Indian Affairs over a quarter-century.

Following her retirement from the
faculty, she established and edited a maga-
zine, Pacific Spectator, from 1947-51. After
turning eighty in 1960, she published Stan-
ford: The Story of a University in 1960, and
edited Stanford Mosaic, a collection of
alumni references, at age 83.

The corrected proofs for Mosaic were
sent back to the university press less than
two weeks before her death from a cerebral
hemorrhage on June 3, 1962.

Her love of Stanford was reflected in
later years when she said, “I came here as
an utter and complete stranger. I knew noth-
ing about California, nothing about Stanford
University, nor did I know a single person...
I feel sorry for the student who doesn’t come
here as a stranger.”

A memorial resolution after her death
aptly stated that Mirrielees “was a great
teacher of writing, as Steinbeck...and other
distinguished students attest.” The resolu-
tion added that “she was very rare...in her
delicacy and tact, in her generosity and
kindness, and capacity to take delight from
life. It was a very old lady who died...but it
was as young a spirit as ever inhabited
flesh.” %

NT BELIEVE YOUR EVES!

10% OFF ALL SOFAS/&

1

Lot eas

In the strip mall across from Marshall Chevrolet

LOVESEATS

THROUGHTHE/MONTH OF/SEPTEMBER

MATTRESSES
BEDS
SOFAS
SECTIONALS
RECLINERS
DINING SETS
«~ PUB TABLES
2 HOME DECOR
- ANTIQUES
PRIMITIVES
FARM HOUSE CHIC
LIGHTED SIGNS
S WOOD SIGNS
| CANDLES & MELTS
BIKES & TRIKES
PEDAL CARS
WAGONS
UNIQUE GIFTS
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1600 S. State - Jerseyville « IL
618-639-3849 - 618-535-3849
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MON-FRI 10-5
SAT 10-3 - 5UN 10-2
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THINKING OF A NEW HOME BUILD?

INTEREST RATES ARE AT A HISTORIC LOW!
NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME TO BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME
Before you start, let us show you the benefits of

MODULAR CONSTRUCTION!

Wide variety of floor plans and customizable options!
CaII today to get started on YOUR dream homel

INSTI\LI.‘Sl

cnu 10 IlAY
211-324-223%

803 W. UNION - LITCHFIELD
OPEN MON-FRI 10-5 « SAT 10-2 - Or by Appt

&i facebook.com/Coventry Homes Inc
www.CoventryHomesinc.com

CUSTOM MODULHR HOMES
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Difference Makers of the Riverbend

Alton-Godfrey Rotary
Club Members Lay Disc
Tees at LaVista Park

Alton-Godfrey Rotary Club Members make a difference.
Temperatures in the 90s did not deter members who gathered at
LaVista Park in Godfrey to install new disc golf tees at the park.

BY DAN BRANNAN

The Rotary Club motto developed in
1911 is still fitting today in 2020: "One Prof-
its Most Who Serves Best," and the Alton-
Godfrey Rotary Club has always fulfilled
that mission.

Once again on a recent Tuesday, the
Alton-Godfrey Rotary Club members com-
pleted a project that added beautification to
the area.

Temperatures in the 90s did not deter
Alton Godfrey Rotary members who gath-
ered at LaVista Park at 2421 W. Delmar
Avenue in Godfrey to lay disc golf tees.

Club members Bill Moyer, Dennis
Wilson, Tim Hinrichs and Jim White
scraped, dug, leveled and packed the tee
areas in preparation for the laying of con-
crete. Jason Enos of Smart Choice Auto
joined club members to work on the project.

Village of Godfrey's Doug Schnur
manned the front loader. Along with their
labor, Alton-Godfrey Rotary and local busi-
nesses are contributing funds and materials.

If you have a Difference Makers idea,
someone or a group that is making a positive
impact on the area during the COVID-19

RETAIL PRIGES DROP AT THE

A N — |

217-556-1718
' 817 W. UNION

LITCHFIELD

{across from Dairy Queen)

Mational Liquidation Services - Quality Brand Products
Trusted Retail Chains - Always Something New

G FIND US ON 6006LE & FaceBooK I3

Pandemic, text 618-623-5930 or e-mail
dbrannan@riverbender.com. Include a pho-
tograph and contact information.

The Village of Godfrey La Vista Park
Disc Golf Course is a unique attraction and
is the brainchild of Jason Enos, owner of
Smart Choice Auto Sales. In an interview,

- Cottage-front apartments for '] D
memory recognition

«» 24-hour care with exit monitoring

- Activities and walking paths to
stimulate and inspire

- Family support and education

« Fish tanks for sensory stimulation

« Licensed nurses & certified assistants
specializing in memory care

Located at 1007 E. Columbia, Litchfield
Call 217-324-1900 or visit
www.coppercreekcottages.com

Enos said the idea for the disc golf course
came when his brother in law took him to
another course to play and he fell in love
with the game.

Enos approached the Village of Godfrey
Board about it and the project moved into
motion. Enos assisted the designer - Gate-
way Disc Sports - with the design and
worked with the Godfrey Park and Recre-
ation Department on the project.

The course was launched in the spring of
2019. The disc golf course is located
throughout the heart of La Vista Park and
a portion of the woods. The leisure-like
shady trail connecting the holes is a relaxing
way to play. The wooded course can be
challenging but has good distances for
beginners. Scorecards are available at the
kiosk near hole No. 1.

“I think the La Vista Park Disc Golf

. A N

W, RE T BRI W

Vaaslll. AT

615 E. Broadway, Alton = 618.795.4556 = Open Friday & Saturday 10 - 4
WONRR T Bl W

Vel 2% T y

Jewelry
Cltome (ecor

S - Al T

Come Down & See What’s New!
Thurs. - Sat. 11-5 | Sun. 12-4

300 E Broadway | Alton, IL
On Facebook @JLandCoMerc
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The disc golf course is located throughout the heart of La Vista Park and a portion of the woods.
The leisure-like shady trail connecting the holes is a relaxing way to play.

Course could potentially be one of best in
the Metro area with the hills and the woods
and the layout and I am very excited to have
one here in town so we don’t have to drive
half hour to play a really nice course. I enjoy
going out there and taking new players and
telling them I helped out with the building
of the course.”

Godfrey Park and Recreation Director

HANGAR
EMPORIUM

THE

Come see what
have to offer!

Todd Strubhart said he sees nothing but
a positive future for the course, which is
gaining in popularity. The hope is the course
will catch on and attract players from even
outside the region because there aren’t that
many disc golf courses around.

Anyone interested in playing the disc
golf course should contact Godfrey Park and
Rec at 618-466-1483. ®

Mon - S¢

Sun: 12

We have room for you!

Interested in being a vendor?

East Alton, lllino

NOW AVAILABLE!

i ELEAEY
>

Four Butler’s Best Washes
for the price of two

Not valid with any other offer
While supplies last

| Featuring, .%Tﬁis'sél
"% Guarantee!

FULL SERVICE
WASH

with every
Oil Change

* Full-Service Car Wash

» Express Lube Services

» Express Detailing Service

* Courteous, Experienced Staff
» Competitive Prices

Auto Butler
——————

Open 7 Days
A Week

CAR WASH

& Express Lube

-

618-462-7411
1706 Homer Adams Pkwy. Alton
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

If you have future events you would like pub-
lished please email them to thebuzzmonthly @
yahoo.com or submit a form online at www.
thebuzzmonthly.com.

In order to be included the event must be free,
offer a service to the community/attendees or be
for a charity or non-profit. Special retails sales,
open houses, etc are only promoted in the calen-
dar if the business/organization is running a paid
ad for that event.

TUESDAY, SEPT 1

Storytime on the Skeet Range at the Nature In-
stitute 2213 S. Levis Lane, Godfrey. Join us
every Tuesday, 9:30-10 am, for a small group,
outdoor, read aloud experience! Each week has
a different nature theme including ponds, mam-
mals, bird, and amphibians. Afterwards, visit our
website to download instructions for a fun craft
to go along with the story. This is a FAMILY
BASED activity recommended for ages 2-7, NO
advanced registration required, www.thenature-
institute.org.

Natural History Investigations at The Nature In-
stitute 2213 S. Levis Lane, Godfrey from 2-3pm.
Guided, hands-on investigation into life at The
Nature Institute. Ideal for 1st through 5th graders,
and is designed to complement their science ed-
ucation. Children must be accompanied by an
adult and not be afraid to get a little messy! This
program is completely hands-on and outdoors,
rain or shine, www.henatureinstitute.org.

TUESDAY, SEPT 1-MONDAY, SEPT 7
FALL OPEN HOUSE @The Wooden Flower,
1111 Spresser, Taylorville. 20% off storewide.
Some exclusions apply, thewoodenflower.com.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT 2

Baby Boogie, 9:30-10am, Collinsville Library,
408 W. Main St, Collinsville. Bring your babies
with their dancing feet! Llisten to music and
dance along. Suitable for all babies/toddlers ac-
companied by a guardian, www.discover-
collinsville.com.

© Joe Rollins 2020

JDE
= mﬁou;ﬁs

“Have you ever had one of those moments
when your mind said ‘shut up’ but your mouth
kept right on talking?”

Moonlight Hike, 8 pm, The Nature Institute,
2213 S. Levis Lane, Godfrey at 8pm. Hike
through the woodland trails of the Mississippi
Sanctuary and/or Olin Nature Preserve. Terrain
is light to moderate (may include some elevation
change) and is appropriate for families. The hike
is approximately 2 miles, but includes stops
along the way — please wear appropriate shoes.
Guides choose routes based on the number of
people and do not pick the route until the night
of the hike. $5 per adult, children 15 and under
are free. Advanced registration required,
www.thenatureinstitute.org.

THURSDAY, SEPT 3

Explore The Nature Institute, 2213 S. Levis
Lane, Godfrey, 9:30-11am. Venture out into
every corner of the preserve with our intrepid ed-
ucators. You will get a chance to explore our
forests, prairies, ponds, and streams and investi-
gate the wild things that live in each habitat. Plan
on hiking 1.5 miles. Please bring a water bottle
and wear closed-toed shoes. Family friendly/all
ages welcome, www.thenatureinstitute.org.

Field Guides at The Nature Institute, 2213 S.
Levis Lane, Godfrey from 1-3pm. Does your stu-
dent love to be outdoors? Would they like to learn
how to identify plants and animals in our region?
Sign them up for our new fall program, Field
Guides, a drop off program for middle and high
school students. They will hike the nature pre-
serve with our environmental educators, and
learn how to identify local flora and fauna,
through sight and sound. This program is com-
pletely hands-on and outdoors, rain or shine! Stu-
dents need to dress appropriately for the weather
and for exploring the woods, wear closed-toed
shoes, and bring a reusable water bottle. $10/ses-
sion, www.thenatureinstitute.org.

FRIDAY, SEPT 4-SUNDAY, SEPT 5
ANNUAL FALL HARVEST FESTIVAL,
Rusty Star Marketplace, Frazee Road, Divernon
(take 155 to Auburn/Pawnee Exit 82 - behind
truck stop).Discounts, door prizes and more.
Follow Rusty Star on FB for information and up-
dates.

ANNNUAL TAYLORVILLE FALL FESTI-
VAL. Participating businesses will have special
sales, refreshments, door prizes and more. Those
participating include Deary Yesteryear, Cottage
Rose Gift Shoppe, The Wooden Flower and
more!

SATURDAY, SEPT 5

EVERY SATURDAY - Bring in 4 non-perish-
able food items to be donated to Helping Hands
in Staunton and get 20% off your purchase at
Pearl Essence by Vicki, - the newest and most
unique jewelry store in Staunton, 301 W. Main.
Find them on Facebook for more details.

Carlinville Market Days is held the first Saturday
of every month April-November, on the town’s
downtown square. An open air market with ven-
dors featuring antiques, primitives, vintage, col-
lectibles, jewelry and more. Food vendors on
site. Held rain or shine. COVID-19 guidelines.
For more information follow Carlinville Market
Days on Facebook.

Alton Farmers' and Artisans' Market, 8am-Noon,
Landmarks Blvd and Henry St., Alton. www.vis-
italton.com.

SUNDAY, SEPT 6

Labor Day Fireworks Celebration, 2-9pm, 10
Gateway Dr, Collinsville. Featuring food, drinks,
live music, children’s activities, and more! Fire-
works start at 8:30 pm, www.discover-
collinsville.com

LABOR DAY

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

12th Annual Motorcycle Show, Swap Meet and
Family Fun Day, Cages Bar & Grill, 215 S. 3rd
Street, Vandalia. Family activities, attendance
prizes, burn out competition and much more.
Follow Cages on FB for updates or contact Dave
Pauling @ 618-267-0393 for more information.
Proceeds go to Shriner’s Hospital.

TUESDAY, SEPT 8

Storytime on the Skeet Range at the Nature
Institute 2213 S. Levis Lane, Godfrey. Join us
every Tuesday, 9:30-10 am, for a small group,
outdoor, read aloud experience! Each week has
a different nature theme including ponds, mam-
mals, bird, and amphibians. Afterwards, visit our
website to download instructions for a fun craft
to go along with the story. This is a FAMILY
BASED activity recommended for ages 2-7, NO
advanced registration required, www.thenature
institute.org.

Natural History Investigations at The Nature In-
stitute 2213 S. Levis Lane, Godfrey from 2-3pm.
Guided, hands-on investigation into life at The
Nature Institute. Ideal for 1st through 5th graders,
and is designed to complement their science ed-
ucation. Children must be accompanied by an
adult and not be afraid to get a little messy! This
program is completely hands-on and outdoors,
rain or shine, www.henatureinstitute.org.

TUESDAY, SEPT 8-MONDAY, SEPT 21
We Are Readers Library Card Sign-up Month
Coloring Contest. Color the picture Available on
Tuesday, September 8, 2020 & enter it for a
chance to win a $25 Gift card to the Granite City
Cinema! A Winner will be chosen from each cat-
egory: Youth (Grades 1-3); Youth (Grades 4-6);
Teen (Grades 7-12); and Adults. Return submis-
sions by email to teenservices@smrld.org or to
either library location (Six Mile Regional Library
2001 Delmar Avenue or 2145 Johnson, Granite
City) by Monday, September 21, 2020. Library
Staff will vote on their Favorites Winners will be
announced on Wednesday, September 30, 2020,
www.smrld.org.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT 9

Baby Boogie, 9:30-10am, Collinsville Library,
408 W. Main St, Collinsville. Bring your babies
with their dancing feet! Llisten to music and
dance along. Suitable for all babies/toddlers ac-
companied by a guardian, www.discover-
collinsville.com.

Knee-High Naturalists, 10-11 am and 1-2 pm,
The Nature Institute, 2213 S. Levis Lane, God-
frey. You and your 3-5 year old can come learn
about nature together. This year we will use some
of our favorite kids movies to learn more about
nature. Join us on the lodge porch to learn about
bugs, forests, animals and stars. Go on a short
hike, and take home a new book! Groups limited
to 10 children per time slot, www.thenatureinsti-
tute.org.

THURSDAY, SEPT 10

Explore The Nature Institute, 2213 S. Levis
Lane, Godfrey, 9:30-11am. Venture out into
every corner of the preserve with our intrepid ed-
ucators. You will get a chance to explore our
forests, prairies, ponds, and streams and investi-
gate the wild things that live in each habitat. Plan
on hiking 1.5 miles. Please bring a water bottle
and wear closed-toed shoes. Family friendly/all
ages welcome, www.thenatureinstitute.org.
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Discovery Nature Club, 2-4 PM, The Nature In-
stitute, 2213 S. Levis Lane, Godfrey. Have you
ever wondered how a bird knows when to fly
south, or why one tree loses its leaves before an-
other? Come along and find out! This season, we
will be exploring phenology, the study of when
things happen in the natural world. Through
games, hikes, and observation, we will try to un-
ravel the secrets of the forest, and have a lot of
fun too, www.thenatureinstitute.org.

FRIDAY, SEPT 11-SUNDAY, SEPT 13
Alton Little Theater presents Unnecessary Farce,
2450 N. Henry St, Alton. Two Cops, three
crooks, eight doors, GO! An award-winning
stage comedy that combines all the elements of
a classic farce with a contemporary American
plot. Friday & Saturday 7:30 pm performances,
Sunday 2 pm matinee, altonlittletheater.org.

SATURDAY, SEPT 12

EVERY SATURDAY - Bring in 4 non-perish-
able food items to be donated to Helping Hands
in Staunton and get 20% off your purchase at
Pearl Essence by Vicki, - the newest and most
unique jewelry store in Staunton, 301 W. Main.
Find them on Facebook for more details.

Walk to End Alzheimer's, 8-11:30 am, SIUE
Vadalabene Center Parking Lot A, 35 Circle Dr.
Edwardsville,www.alz.org/walk.

Alton Farmers' and Artisans' Market, 8am-Noon,
Landmarks Blvd and Henry St., Alton. www.vis-
italton.com.

Restoration Days, 8am-Noon, Watershed Nature
Center, 1591 Tower Ave, Edwardsville. A free,
monthly event to establish, maintain, and invest
in the health of our three unique habitats. Volun-
teers help remove invasive species, establish
native biodiversity, tend to wooden structures,
maintain the trails, and more, www.watershed
naturecenter.org.

JEEP SCAVENGER HUNT to benefit
Shriner’s Hospital, starts and ends @ Nuby’s
Steakhouse, 679 Old National Trail, Pocahontas.
Premapped, no off-road, all vehicles welcome.
$10/person in advance, $12/person day of event.
Registration 9:30-11:30 am, Hunt from 12-4 pm.
For advance tickets or more information call 618-
531-1433.

Saturday Science Lab at Home: Walking Water.
For Grades 2-6. Pick up an experiment kit with
instructions, available beginning the Thursday
before at Six Mile Regional Library, 2145 John-
son Road, Granite City or Six Mile Regional
Library, 2001 Delmar Avenue, Granite City. We

will post a demonstration video to the library's
social media that Saturday if you want to follow
along with us.Questions? Email ys@smrld.org,
www.smrld.org.

Christian County Historical Museum Prairie Fes-
tival, 9 am-3 pm, on the grounds at 325 Abe's
Way, Taylorville. Compliant with COVID guide-
lines. Currently the schedule consists of Heart-
land Mini-Hooves, Twinkles the Clown, Face
Painting, Petting Zoo, Collector Vehicle Show
with 4 vehicles that will offer rides, Send Some-
one to Jail in the old cells from the 1902 CC
Courthouse that are displayed in the Woodall
Building, from the old CC Courthouse, Games,
Food, Crafts for youth, Pork on a Fork, Mike An-
derson - The Dulcimer Guy, and more. For more
information, call The Christian County Historical
Museum (Thurs- Sat , 10-3) @ 217-824-6922 or
email: cchs254@gmail.com, www.christian-
countyhistorical.com.

Free Comic Book Day! Pick up a mystery bun-
dle of four comics at either of our locations:
Six Mile Regional Library, 2145 Johnson Road,
Granite City: 10 am-2 pm or Six Mile Regional
Library, 2001 Delmar Avenue, Granite City: 9
am-6 pm. Comics available in labelled packets
for youth, teens, and adults. Supplies are limited
and are available on a first come — first serve
basis. Call 618-452-6238 ext 755 or email
teenservices@smrld.org with any questions,
www.smrld.org.

Alton Hauntings History Walking Tour,
7-10 pm,, 110 E. 3rd St, Alton, www.alton
hauntings.com

SATURDAY, SEPT 12-SUNDAY, SEPT 13
ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL at Hilda’s Antique
Mall and Nickorbobs, Interstate 55 to Exit 82
Auburn/Pawnee Exit. 10% off storewide at both
stores, outside vendors, food concessions, petting
zoo and more, www.Nickerbobs.com.

SUNDAY, SEPT 13

Farmers and Artisans Market, Central Park,
Bethalto, 9 am-1 pm. September is Health
Awareness Month. Come talk to our experts
about the benefits of home-grown vegetables,
aroma therapies and exercise. Pick up some
wonderful home-grown produce and locally
raised meat and poultry items. Unique, one of a
kind gifts. Great food and entertainment. It is also
the time to start brainstorming and pick up an
entry form for our annual scarecrow contest to
be held at our closing market in October. Check
out our website for updated information.
www.bethaltomarketinthepark.org.

(continued on page 50)

Serving Edwardsville &
Surrounding Areas

CAR CARE
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edwaut@att.net
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6TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION,
10am-3pm, Phyllben’as Antiques, Vintage and
More, 623 N. State Street, Litchfield (next to Au-
tozone). Additional vendors the parking lot,
weather permitting. Masks and social distancing
a must. Come celebrate with us. Follow us on
Facebook for updates.

TUESDAY, SEPT 15

Storytime on the Skeet Range at the Nature In-
stitute 2213 S. Levis Lane, Godfrey. Join us
every Tuesday, 9:30-10 am, for a small group,
outdoor, read aloud experience! Each week has
a different nature theme including ponds, mam-
mals, bird, and amphibians. Afterwards, visit our
website to download instructions for a fun craft
to go along with the story. This is a FAMILY
BASED activity recommended for ages 2-7, NO
advanced registration required, www.thenature
institute.org.

Natural History Investigations at The Nature In-
stitute 2213 S. Levis Lane, Godfrey from 2-3pm.
Guided, hands-on investigation into life at The
Nature Institute. Ideal for 1st through Sth graders,
and is designed to complement their science ed-
ucation. Children must be accompanied by an
adult and not be afraid to get a little messy! This
program is completely hands-on and outdoors,
rain or shine, www.henatureinstitute.org.

Just Unwind Yarn Club meets the 3rd Tuesday of
each month, 6-8 pm, to knit, socialize, and share
techniques with fellow yarn crafters. Online via
Zoom. Questions? Email research@smrld.org
with your name, telephone number, and question,
www.smrld.org.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT 16

Baby Boogie, 9:30-10am, Collinsville Library,
408 W. Main St, Collinsville. Bring your babies
with their dancing feet! Llisten to music and
dance along. Suitable for all babies/toddlers ac-
companied by a guardian, www.discover-
collinsville.com.

FRIDAY, SEPT 18-SUNDAY, SEPT20
Alton Little Theater presents Unnecessary Farce,
2450 N. Henry St, Alton. Two Cops, three
crooks, eight doors, GO! An award-winning
stage comedy that combines all the elements of
a classic farce with a contemporary American
plot. Friday & Saturday 7:30 pm performances,
Sunday 2 pm matinee, altonlittletheater.org.

SATURDAY, SEPT 19

EVERY SATURDAY - Bring in 4 non-perish-
able food items to be donated to Helping Hands
in Staunton and get 20% off your purchase at
Pearl Essence by Vicki, - the newest and most
unique jewelry store in Staunton, 301 W. Main.
Find them on Facebook for more details.

Alton Farmers' and Artisans' Market, 8am-Noon,
Landmarks Blvd and Henry St., Alton. www.vis-
italton.com.

14th Annual Mississippi Earthtones Festival,
noon-10 pm, Broadway Street between Easton
and Langdon, Alton. A celebration of our river
through art, music, and conservation, Www.visi-
talton.com.

Alton Hauntings History Walking Tour, 7-10 pm,
110 E. 3rd St, Alton, www.altonhauntings.com.

4.\ ALTON LITTLE THEATER

Presents

Oct. 23rd-25th

AND
Oct. 29-Nov. 1st,

2020

sthe
miracle
worker

By William Gibson
Directed by Kevin Frakes

Evenings 7:30 p.m. » Matinees 2:00 p.m. (Oct.25 & Nov. 2)

Box Office: (618) 462-3205 » Monday - Friday 10am to 2pm
www.altonlittletheater.org

SUNDAY, SEPT 20

Fall Equinox Sunrise Observance, 6:30 am, Ca-
hokia Mounds, 0 Ramey St, Collinsville. Meet at
the Woodhenge reconstruction. A talk will be
given about the significance of Woodhenge.
Woodhenge is located about 1/2 mile west of the
Cahokia Mounds Interpretive Center on
Collinsville Rd. Reservations Required. Call
618-346-5161 or visit www.cahokiamounds.org.

Farmers and Flea Market, Central Park, Bethalto,
9 am-1 pm. September in Health Awareness
Month and it is time to get your health in check,
before the winter months set in. Come out and
talk to our experts about the benefits of home-
grown vegetables, aroma therapies and exercise.
Pick up some wonderful home-grown fruits and
vegetables not to mention some great locally
raised meat and poultry items for your grill. We
have unique, one of a kind gifts for you and your
loved ones. Enjoy some great food and entertain-
ment and pick up some tips on staying healthy. It
is also the time to start brainstorming and pick
up an entry form for our annual scarecrow con-
test to be held at our closing market in October.
Check out our website for updated information.
www.bethaltomarketinthepark.org.

THURSDAY, SEPT 24

Explore The Nature Institute, 2213 S. Levis
Lane, Godfrey, 9:30-11am. Venture out into
every corner of the preserve with our intrepid ed-
ucators. You will get a chance to explore our
forests, prairies, ponds, and streams and investi-
gate the wild things that live in each habitat. Plan
on hiking 1.5 miles. Please bring a water bottle
and wear closed-toed shoes. Family friendly/all
ages welcome, www.thenatureinstitute.org.

Flat Branch

HOME LOANS

NMLS#224149

Discovery Nature Club, 2-4 PM, The Nature
Institute, 2213 S. Levis Lane, Godfrey. Have you
ever wondered how a bird knows when to fly
south, or why one tree loses its leaves before an-
other? Come along and find out! This season, we
will be exploring phenology, the study of when
things happen in the natural world. Through
games, hikes, and observation, we will try to un-
ravel the secrets of the forest, and have a lot of
fun too, www.thenatureinstitute.org.

Simply The Best - A Tribute to the Music of Tina
Turner, 8 pm, Wildey Theatre, 252 N. Main,
Edwardsville, www.wildeytheatre.com.

FRIDAY, SEPT 25-SATURDAY, SEPT 26
FALL OPEN HOUSE, Farmstead Primitive Co,
420 N. Main, Chatham, www.farmsteadprimi-
tives.com.

SATURDAY, SEPT 26

EVERY SATURDAY - Bring in 4 non-perish-
able food items to be donated to Helping Hands
in Staunton and get 20% off your purchase at
Pearl Essence by Vicki, - the newest and most
unique jewelry store in Staunton, 301 W. Main.
Find them on Facebook for more details.

Alton Farmers' and Artisans' Market, 8am-Noon,
Landmarks Blvd and Henry St., Alton. www.vis-
italton.com.

Auditions for Sister Act (Musical), 10am , Alton
Little Theater, 2450 N. Henry St, Alton. Kevin
Frakes will hold auditions for the December Mu-
sical SISTER ACT. Those auditioning are asked
to bring a prepared song (their own accompani-
ment) and be ready to learn an easy dance rou-
tine, www.altonlittletheater.org.

We offer a variety of mortgage products
to meet your needs. Let’s get you home.

The loan process crafted just for you!
Because no two borrowers come with the
same background, each process is tailored
to your personal goals, aspirations and
milestones. Home buyers come through our
door starting somewhere different all the
time, but the journey will always end at the
home you've been working hard for. All of
our products are designed with you
alongside, so your loan will be shaped
perfectly for your wants and needs.

Deb Higgins
Branch Manager
NMLS#189866
dhiggins@fbhl.com

2724 Grovelin Street, Suite A, Godfrey 618.467.5626

flatbranchhomeloans.com/dhiggins
Apply online www.fbhl.com/dhiggins

=
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Annual Fall Corn Festival, 11-5, 1401 Stamper
Lane, Godfrey. Includes music, petting zoo,
Includes music, petting zoo, pony rides, inflata-
bles, games, arts & crafts, face painting, games,
vendors , a Corn Eating Contest, and the Great
Godfrey Corn Maze. 618-466-1483 for info

Welcoming Halloween Season Tour at McPike
Mansion, 2018 Alby St, Alton, 7 pm-midnight.
Evening of tours and a dark room session com-
plete with dowsing rods and a medium. What
better way to start off the Fall haunted season in
"One of the Most Haunted Small Towns in Amer-
ica"! All proceeds go toward the restoration of
the mansion. For more information, contact
Sharyn at (618) 830-2179.

SUNDAY, SEPT 27

The Gillespie United Methodist Women were not
able to have our spring and fall rummage sales
this year because of the COVID 19 Pandemic. To
be able to pay our monetary commitments, we
have decided to have a “Rummage Lunch” on
Sunday, September 27. The meal consists of a
sloppy joe or chicken salad sandwich, potato
salad, chips and dessert for $10. You will be able
to eat in the fellowship hall, outside — weather
permitting, or carry-out. Social distancing rec-
ommended. Serving will be from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. We would love to see all our “rummage
friends.”

Artifact Identification Day, noon-4:30 pm,
Cahokia Mounds, 30 Ramey St, Collinsville.
Archaeologists and museum professionals will
identify artifacts as to culture, time period, ma-
terial, and function. No monetary appraisals will
be given. Free. Reservations needed 618-345-
5161

MAKING THE TOUGH
DECISIONS to balance the
budget, while expanding
COVID-19 testing and
treatment, and investing in
lifesaving senior care.

BRINGING BUSINESS
AND LABOR TOGETHER
to expand protections

for first responders and
other workers exposed to
the virus.

TUESDAY, SEPT 29

Storytime on the Skeet Range at the Nature In-
stitute 2213 S. Levis Lane, Godfrey. Join us
every Tuesday, 9:30-10 am, for a small group,
outdoor, read aloud experience! Each week has
a different nature theme including ponds, mam-
mals, bird, and amphibians. Afterwards, visit our
website to download instructions for a fun craft
to go along with the story. This is a FAMILY
BASED activity recommended for ages 2-7, NO
advanced registration required, www.thenature
institute.org.

Natural History Investigations at The Nature In-
stitute 2213 S. Levis Lane, Godfrey from 2-3pm.
Guided, hands-on investigation into life at The
Nature Institute. Ideal for 1st through 5th graders,
and is designed to complement their science ed-
ucation. Children must be accompanied by an
adult and not be afraid to get a little messy! This
program is completely hands-on and outdoors,
rain or shine, www.henatureinstitute.org.

Six Mile Regional Library Book Club meets @
6:30 PM on the last Tuesday of each month for
an online discussion of the selected book for the
month. Tuesday, September 29: The Shell Seek-
ers by Rosamunde Pilcher. Tuesday, October 27:
The Ghost Bride by Yangsze Choo. Tuesday, No-
vember 24: Like Water for Chocolate by Laura
Esquivel. Copies of the book are available at Six
Mile Regional Library, 2145 Johnson Road,
Granite City and Six Mile Regional Library,
2001 Delmar Avenue, Granite City. Questions?
Email research@smrld.org or Call 618-452-6238
ext 755, www.smrld.org.

PROVIDING PROPERTY
TAX RELIEF by suspending
late payment penalties and
extending senior, veteran,
and disability exemptions.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT 30

Baby Boogie, 9:30-10am, Collinsville Library,
408 W. Main St, Collinsville. Bring your babies
with their dancing feet! Llisten to music and
dance along. Suitable for all babies/toddlers
accompanied by a guardian, www.discover-
collinsville.com.

SAVE THE DATE:

FRIDAY, OCT 2

The Artimus Pyle Band - A Night of Lynyrd
Skynyrd, 8 pm, The Wildey Theatre, 252 N.
Main, Edwardsville, www.wildeytheatre.com.

Evening with the Bell Witch, 7-10 pm, 301 E.
Broadway, Alton. Join Troy and Lisa from Amer-
ican Hauntings at the haunted Mineral Springs
Hotel for another night of our “An Evening
with...” series of events! This eerie night will in-
clude a catered dinner, served at the hotel, just as
they did back in 1914 when the hotel opened.
After dinner, author Troy Taylor will be present-
ing “An Evening with Bell Witch,” the true story
of one of the most frightening tales from Ameri-
can history — the infamous Bell Witch of Ten-
nessee, www.americanhauntingsink.com.

FRIDAY, OCT 2-SATURDAY, OCT 3
CUSTOMER APPRECIATION 6TH
ANNIVERSARY SALE, Dear Yesterday,
421 W. Springfield, Taylorville.

The Riverbend's Got Talent, 7:30 pm, Alton Lit-
tle Theater, 2450 N. Henry, Alton. Audience and
Celebrity Judges will VOTE for Favorite Enter-
tainers! CASH prizes! Preliminaries and Finals
both at 7:30 pm (Each Night Tickets only $10),
altonlittletheater.org.

MONICA BRISTOW 1S WORKING FOR RELIEF BY:

and investing in new

careers.

EXPANDING RESOURCES
for workers facing layoffs,

training to help rebuild

SATURDAY OCTOBER 3

Alton Farmers' and Artisans' Market, 8am-Noon,
Landmarks Blvd and Henry St., Alton. www.vis-
italton.com.

Carlinville Market Days is held the first Saturday
of every month April-November, on the town’s
downtown square. An open air market with ven-
dors featuring antiques, primitives, vintage, col-
lectibles, jewelry and more. Food vendors on
site. Held rain or shine. COVID-19 guidelines.
For more information follow Carlinville Market
Days on Facebook.

Harvest Hootenanny 5k & Biathlon in Litchfield
from 9am-Noon. USAT sanctioned BIATHLON.
First-time athletes are welcome and we expect
some serious racing as well. Run 5K and bike 15
miles. 5K is the same route as past years, bike
route is the same as last yea, www.visitlitch-
field.com.

LITCHFIELD FALL FESTIVAL, 9-2, The
Briar Rose, 216 N. State Street, in conjunction
with other Litchfield businesses will have special
sales, food trucks, outside vendors and more.

Hob-Knobbing with the Spirits, 7 pm-midnight,
2018 Alby St, Alton. Learn the history of the
McPike Mansion and take a look at the docu-
mented photos of the mansion and paranormal
activity. Then, take a tour of the surrounding
grounds and the crypt. Tour lasts approximately
90 minutes. All proceeds go toward the restora-
tion of the mansion. For more information,
contact Sharyn at -618-830-2179.

(continued on page 53)

SUPPORTING STUDENTS
AND TEACHERS by
providing needed funding
for classroom and online
learning.

| know that we must rebuild our local economy that has been devastated due to the pandemic, so | have
supported relief for small business owners and job training programs to help put folks back to work. | made
the tough choices to balance the budget and provide for critical resources like health care, education, and
relief for small businesses. And when some politicians wanted a pay raise at our expense, | told them no.

As we reopen our local economy, there will be much work ahead. | want you to know that | am here to help.
If | can ever be of assistance to you, please contact me at RepMBristow@gmail.com or /Facebook.com/

RepMBristow.

Sincerely,

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
MONICA BRISTOW

Paid for by Friends of Monica Bristow
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Prizes 4 Flights

A %600, *300, *100
B *500, #250, *100
C Prizes

D Prizes

BASED ON FULL FIELD

Goody Bags, 50/50
& Attendance Prizes

Sponsorships are available for $550 which include a
team, signage and honorable mention in all literature.
Hole sponsorships available for $100.
Individual players, twosomes or threesomes are
welcome too! Call or visit website for fees.

UPCOMING EVENTS

TGIF - TO GRAFTON IT'S FRIDAY
(2" FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH)

3rd Annual Mississippi Masters

Golf Tournament
Lockhaven Golf Club c SANTA’S CHOCOLATE EXPRESS

Friday, October 9, 2020

The Grafton Chamber of Commerce announces the
return of our previously postponed Mississippi
Masters Golf Tournament.

4-PERSON SCRAMBLE 320 PER TEAM THEFERR
1 pm Shotgun Start | Check-in starts at 11:30 am et RIOE THE GRAFTON FERRY!
Lunch, beer and soft drinks are included. CRAFTON. I (MAV THROUGH NIJV.)
Rain Date: October 16, 2020 S

Go to www.graftonilchamber.com for online Support your local Grafton businesses while
registration or call Peter at (618) 581-1594 remaining safe and following the CDC guidelines.

GREAT www.GraftonlLChamber.com
HWERS ﬂ!TES www.EnjoyGrafton.com
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Timber (reek Village

« Large Apartments w/Private Patios
* 24-Hour Certified and Caring Staff
* Free Medical Transportation

* Pet Friendly

* Affordable Rates

* Independent and Assisted Living

217-313-2208
101 W Sallee Ave - Litchfield
timbercreekvillagecommunity.com

Vintage Voices at the Alton City Cemetery, 12-
2:30 pm, 5th and Vine St, Alton. Step back in
time and meet a controversial publisher, war he-
roes and more. This long-standing tradition fea-
tures some of Alton City Cemetery’s most
notable members. The October tradition will con-
tinue this year with guided gentle-walking tours
to visit different stops and meet actors as they
portray prominent persons from Alton's rich his-
tory. Call 618-531-6641 for info.

Late Night Alton Hauntings History Walking
Tour, 8-11 pm, 110 E. 3rd St, Alton. Discover
the history and hauntings of "one of the most
haunted small towns in America" with our
award-winning walking tours of Alton's mysteri-
ous downtown, www. altonhauntings.com.

A Bicentennial Heritage Workshop: Braided Rug
at the Stephenson House, 409 S. Buchanan,
Edwardsville, 12-2pm. Learn the traditional art

of braiding a rug. Instructor Ashley Pennington
will teach basic techniques needed to create a
small braided rug, a trivet, or a placemat. The fee
includes all kit supplies, sewing needles, and in-
structions necessary to complete the project. Par-
ticipants are welcome to bring their own sewing
kit if they prefer. Fee: $40 per person, Limited to
six participants, www.stephensonhouse.org.

SATURDAY, OCT 3-SUNDAY, OCT 4
35TH ANNUAL TAYLORVILLE CHILL-
IFEST, Saturday 9-6, Sunday 10-5, on Tay-
lorville’s downtown square. Cornhole
tournament, pedal tractor pull, beer garden, live
music, crafts, vendors, food, kidzone, pageants
and more, www.chillifest.info.

SUNDAY, OCT 4
Vintage Voices at the Alton City Cemetery,
12-2:30 pm, 5th and Vine St, Alton. Step back

Come home to...

A e W a  a
PARK GLEN APARTMENTS

603 N. Webster ® Taylorville, IL. 63568

2 MONTHS RENT FREE
Call Today 217-287-1461 csx

#Some Restrictions Apply. NEW LEASES ONLY. Lease must be signed by September 30, 2020,
Federally subsidized apartments privately managed by Pacific Management, Inc. =.«':1- R

& Hutistic Crealions

140 Carlinville Plaza | Carlinville, IL | 217-854-8883

debsceramicshop@gmail.com

Put ART in your next pARTYy!

BIRTHDAYS « SEASONAL « FUN NIGHT OUT

OPEN MON-WED 1-5 « THUR-FRI 11-7 « SAT 10-4
Extended Evening Hours for Groups or Parties

THE BEST KEPT SECRET IN GODFREY

China « Antique Glass
Jewelry « Art Pottery
Small Furniture

Toys and More

618-466-1616

1007 WEST DELMAR - GODFREY, IL
www.MyAntiqueStore.com

OPEN
Sat«10-4

Mon-Fri« 10-5

Inspired Creations
CUSTOM SEWING & EMBROIDERY

Quilts * Clothing * Diaper Bags
Hats » Headbands * And More!

SHARON SIEBERT - 217-821-7869 Ki

PRINTING
COPIES

AUTHORIZED

FedEx

SHIP GENTER

217-324-2242

905 N. Old Route 66 * Litchfield, IL 62056

THETIBBETTS HOUSE
BED « BREAKFAST + BOOKS

Overnight stay includes
snacks, wine & cheese,
aused book and choice of
with or without breakfast.

ASK ABOUT OUR
REWARDS PROGRAM!

b
RENCH TRUCKING

ROCK « SAND
DIRT- GRAVEL
KEVIN RENCH

Difice: 217-532-6151
Cell: 217-825-6960

ILCC111041 MC

801 9th Street - Highland, IL
618-772-8161
www.thetibbettshouse.com

in time and meet a controversial publisher, war
heroes and more. This long-standing tradition
features some of Alton City Cemetery’s most no-
table members. The October tradition will con-
tinue this year with guided gentle-walking tours
to visit different stops and meet actors as they
portray prominent persons from Alton's rich his-
tory. Call 618-531-6641 for info.

FRIDAY, OCT 9

3RD ANNUAL MISSISSIPPI MASTERS
GOLF TOURNAMENT 4 person scramble
$320/team, 1 pm shotgun start. Check in starts
at 11:30 am. Lunch, beer, soft drinks included.
Goody bags, 50/50, attendance prizes, cash
prizes. Rain Date Oct 16. Call Peter to register
618-581-1594  or  register online at
www.graftonilchamber.com.

Carliniflg Merke

A CARAVAN OF
VENDORS OFFERING
Antiques - Vintage - Primitives

Shabby Chic - Collectibles - Glassware
One-of-a-Kinds - Jewelry

Up-Cycled & Re-purposed Items

PLUS FOOD VENDORS AND MUCH MORE!

' i Carlimville Market Toys

HELD RAIN OR SHINE!
WE FOLLOW COVIO-19 GUIDELINES

For more information or
to become a VIP vendor
contact Perry @
217-565-0937
carlinvillemarket@gmail.com @ cartinvitiemarketdays

SPACES TO ACCOMODATE TRUCK & TRAILERS TOO!

L] FCvilleMarketly

217-594-2400
411 E. FORD ST

Jae[yn & Jogcelyn'’e il

Tue-Thur 12-5
OLO gET F” 12_4 ; Sat 9_2

UPSCALE RESALE

Apparel & Accessories for infants through adults!
Boys & girls, men & women,up to size 4XL.
We also have crafts, home decor, antiques & more!

TREE SERVICE
618- 622 8855

; Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding

Land Clearing
Dehris Removal

* Affordabie

« Fully Insured

* Emergency
Services Available

THE PRAIRIE LAND BUZZ MAGAZINE
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OVER 6,000 LISTINGS ONLINE AT
RIVERBENDER.COM/REALESTATE.

Every single listing in the MLS is available with
multiple photos and property descriptions on
our website.
VFEMY ysfﬂt@

r / | '.-: -1 LE A
| [ & -\( Y _ Gary and Shelly Niemeier t ! a‘ a Deesf;?ésHoDmgrgAz:;sAs ; R E/M Ax g

v\ (618) 791-838 River Bend

$399,000 $395,000 $284,900 $399,900 $33,000 $32,500
7667 W Mick Rd 154 Hollyhock Lane 254 Stetson Dr 55 Eagle Ct 4520 Greenleaf Dr 2319 Pebble Creek Dr
Edwardsville, IL 62025 Edwardsville, IL 62025 Hamel, IL 62046 Edwardsville, IL 62025 Alton, IL 62002 Alton, IL 62002
Beds: 4 | Baths: 2 | Sq.Ft.: 2,496 Beds: 3 | Baths: 4 | Sq.Ft.: 2,802 Beds: 3 | Baths: 2 | Sq.Ft.: 1,700 Beds: 4 | Baths: 4 | Sq.Ft.: 2,726 Residential Lot Residential Lot

$349,000 $242,900 $191,900 $675,000 $425,000 $369,000

5218 Richland Woods Dr 10 Sycamore Dr 116 Valleywood Ct 1401 Kemp Lane 1807 Primrose Lane 4519 Eagle Ridge Ct

Alton, IL 62002 Bethalto, IL 62010 Bethalto, IL 62010 Godfrey, IL 62035 Godfrey, IL 62035 Godfrey, IL 62035

Beds: 4 | Baths: 3 | Sq.Ft.: 2,371 Beds: 4 | Baths: 4 | Sq.Ft.: 2,446 Beds: 3 | Baths: 3 | Sq.Ft.: 2,392 Beds: 6 | Baths: § | Sq.Ft.: 3,151 Beds: 4 | Baths: 5 | Sq.Ft.: 2,696 Beds: 3 | Baths: 3 | Sq.Ft.: 2,600

LifeGuard® Spill-proof Backing™ protects

your flooring investment by keepings 1 H©W ﬁ 5 6

spills contained from soaking through HOURS

to the pad and subfloor p—— ' Foon Dedm ea(a & Outld Mon & Wed & Fri 9am-6pm
o _ "\';Tsi'mc_m Tue & Thurs 9am-5:30pm
,‘ . .. . JSQFT [’ P o e omm oam omm oEm Emm Em o - Em Em Em Em o Es s Em - -

Sat 9am-4pm

Any Carpet Purchase!
1 00 OFF of $1000 or more |
o L et |

AND GET THE 5TH
with other discounts. Must purchase befora

o A SEREERR (3100 0FF e

1009 PLUMMER DRIVE e EDWARDSVII.LE * VALLOWFLOOR.COM
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(lLandmark ~s=

Realty, Godfrey GodfreylLandmark.com ‘ : ‘i
= Mindy Woelfel C|‘Ia=|ri;l"le Walker
Lt with @ Leader/ B1@ )

o

8.910.7761

$240,000 $239,900 $235,000 $235,000 $219,900

410 S Franklin 605 Crosswinds Ct 440 E 4th St 1206 Mckinley Bivd 175 Brickyard Dr
Bunker Hill, IL 62014 Jerseyville, IL 62052 Alton, IL 62002 Alton, IL 62002 Golden Eagle, IL 62036

Beds: 3 | Baths: 2 | Sq.Ft.: 2,400 Beds: 4 | Baths: 3 | Sq.Ft.: 1,832 Beds: 3 | Baths: 4 | Sq.Ft.: 2,980 Beds: 4 | Baths: 3 | Sq.Ft.: 2,693 Beds: 3 | Baths: 3 | Sq.Ft.: 1,600

6 S Con0o iy
e B $218,500 $212,500 $199,000

-

$147,500
Amy Hillery 1102 Chouteau Ave 401 Timber Ridge Dr 851 Washington Ave 100 Rosebud Lane 336 Saint Rose Dr
Godfrey, IL 62035 Grafton, IL 62037 Alton, IL 62002 Godfrey, IL 62035 Godfrey, IL 62035

Beds: 4 | Baths: 4 | Sq.Ft.: 1,908 Beds: 3 | Baths: 2 | Sg.Ft.: 1,881 Beds: 4 | Baths: 3 | Sq.Ft.: 2,208 Beds: 3 | Baths: 3 | Sq.Ft.: 1,732 Beds: 4 | Baths: 2 | Sq.Ft.: 920

$190,500 $189,900 $189,000 $180,000 $144,900

120 Windward Pl 1111 Robert Dr 1810 Montview Ave 5319 River Aire Dr 404 W Pearl St
Alton, IL 62002 Godfrey, IL 62035 Godfrey, IL 62035 Godfrey, IL 62035 Jerseyville, IL 62052

Cheri Horn

Beds: 3 | Baths: 2 | Sq.Ft.: 1,970 Beds: 4 | Baths: 2 | Sq.Ft.: 2,058 Beds: 4 | Baths: 3 | Sq.Ft.: 1,288 Beds: 4 | Baths: 4 | Sq.Ft.: 2,852 Beds: 4 | Baths: 2 | Sq.Ft.: 2,582

*,

Ashley Smith

Cheryl Halter

618.567.7135

-

$179,000 $179,000 $170,000 $115,900 $161,500 :
6809 Wadlow Ct 335 Hillview 10 Old Orchard Lane 198 Beyers Lake 101 River Laurel Dr i
Godfrey, IL 62035 Wood River, IL 62095 Glen Carbon, IL 62034 Pana, IL 62557 Belleville, IL 62220 (-
Beds: 3| Baths: 3 | Sq.Ft.: 1,592 Beds: 5| Baths: 2 | Sq.Ft.: 2,401 Beds: 3| Baths: 3 | Sq.Ft.: 1,337 Beds: 2 | Baths: 2 | Sq.Ft.: 1,152 Beds: 4 | Baths: 3 | Sq.Ft.: 2,720 W
: i Ft: 1, ’
] =
o, -

Bené Hentrich

o = b = CONDO
) $155,000 $154,900 $149,900 $147,900 $147,500
ke~ 117 Alby North Ct 2262 Alby St 2587 Route 16 140 Shore Dr 1358 Normandy Dr
ancy Crane Godfrey, IL 62035 Alton, IL 62002 Shipman, IL 62685 Edwardsville, IL 62025 Godfrey, IL 62035 N Jon Jones .
“618.550.23?1 I

Beds: 3 | Baths: 3 | Sq.Ft.: 1,760 Beds: 3 | Baths: 2 | Sq.Ft.: 1,594 Beds: 5| Baths: 2 | Sq.Ft.: 3,607 Beds: 4 | Baths: 2 | Sq.Ft.: 1,414

Beds: 2 | Baths: 2 | Sg.Ft.: 1,400
:""':." k [

=T

'

‘t' E ] - y

Steve Atkins Devin Qutman Julie Smith Bjaye Greer Pat Kulish Kim Qutman Don Hellrung Mike Outman Jerry Stubblefield

. 618.980.0655 618.980.5759 4.657.7102 314.570.9978 618.623.9209 618.977.8560 8.830.2405 618.917.6764 618.980.0
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DON'T DESPAIR
WE REPAIR

Family Owned & Operated
Satisfying Your Automotive
Needs for 40 Years!
BODY
BRAKES
DIAGNOSTIC
MECHANICAL
INSURANCE WORK
ALL COLLISION
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC

Auto Body & Repair

211-324-6631
613 E. St. John - Litchfield, IL

USED AUTO &
TRUCK PARTS

HUGE INVENTORY - SELF SERVICE YARD

YOU PULLIT!

2188 Hwy 111 Granite City, IL

618-931-2644

1DAYS A WEEK
8AM-aPM

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES/

HELP WANTED

ESTABLISHED FLORAL & GIFT SHOP is look-
ing for help 4 days a week. Detail oriented and expe-
rience in floral design is preferred. Apply in person at
Wildflower Patch, 125 E. Jackson, Virden. No phone
calls.

NOW HIRING FULL TIME TECHNICIANS at
Turney Services. Paid holidays and benefit package.
Apply online @www.TurneyServices.com.

HOMES - APARMENTS - LAND

HISTORIC CHURH, refurbished Hopewell
Methodist Church, erected in 1876. Sits on 1.87 acres
near Hazlett State Park and Lake Carlyle. Could be
converted to living quarters, hunting lodge, etc. So
much potential. For more information call Steve
Richter at Strano & Associates Real Estate, 618-578-
8551.

APARTMENT IN HIGHLAND - industrial loft style
with 1 bedroom, large kitchen. Off street parking.
$575/month. Available 2nd week of August. Call 314-
346-0516.

WALK TO THE DOWNTOWN SQUARE in High-
land from this apartment located in historic building
just 1 block away from the square. Wifi and cable in-
cluded in $550/month rent. Available 2nd week of Au-
gust. Call 314-346-0516.

15 ACRES, timber, creek, utility access. Easement.
Near Litchfield’s Lake Yaeger off IL Route 16 between
Litchfield/Hillsboro. Great for RV, cabin, home site,
hunting, investment. Personal owner selling. No con-
tract for deed. No land clearing companies, $92,000.
Call 217-324-3869.

PROPERTY FOR SALE - industrial or residential site
with city utilities. Various plots to choose from. Two
hay crops a year. Virden, IL. Call 217-965-3551.

NICE HOUSE FOR A NICE PRICE - Well built 2/3
BR, 2 BA brick ranch. Hardwood floors, remodeled
bathroom, 1958 sq ft. 112 Midway Ave, Cottage Hills,
IL. Good value for $86,900. Call for appointment.
618-604-9723.

AUTOMOTIVE

TRUCK TOOL BOX - (TUFFBOX) 21” wide x 157
high. Highland. Best offer. Call 618-606-1709.

2009 DODGE DURANGO with 3rd row seating.
4WD with newer tires. 148 xxx miles. White. Make
offer. Call 314-570-0789.

1985 YAMAHA XT600 -
$1300.00, call 217-456-9105.

everything rebuilt.

67-72 TRUCK PARTS - parting out ‘72 truck. Trailer
load of truck parts. Home 618-258-1591 or Cell 618-
401-3038.

THE CLASSIFIEDS

83 MALIBU STATION WAGON - Great for restora-
tion project. Home 618-258-1591 or Cell 618-401-
3038.

TOW BEHIND 2-WHEEL CAR DOLLY - like new,
$650. Home 618-258-1591 or Cell 618-401-3038.

FURNITURE

WOOD DESK 1960s, very good condition, $100 firm.
Call 217-851-4557.

King Wood Headboard with mirror, 2 years old, ex-
cellent condition. Benld 217-710-3387.

WANTING TO BUY old records, blues, rock, jazz.
Call 314-821-7466. (UFN)

WANTING TO BUY OLD Boats, OLD boat motors,
1900’s to 1960’s, wood or aluminum runabouts, any un-
usual boats, motors, outboard racing. Cash paid. Call
Mark 314-602-5368. (UFN)

WANTED license plate 1911 Illinois, or ... what do you
have? 618-931-7527.

WANTING TO BUY Sheet music and records 33 Ips,
45 rpm, 78 rpm, must be in very good shape. Call Jim
at 618-304-7188 or 618-654-3049.

Dining Room Table with 6 chairs, 1 leaf and china
hutch. $450 OBO. 618-791-8109 or 618-791-2025.

ANTIQUES

AMISH MADE walnut wall-mount drop lid desk 24”
x 31”7 x 77 in Sorento. $200 OBO. 217-272-4481.
Leave message if no answer.

PEPSI MACHINE small bottle model #VF81P-SAP,
serial #10209B41C, Vendorlator. Call 618-535-9433.

INDIAN ARROWHEADS and misc artifacts. Call
217-710-9758 for more information.

VENDOR BOOTH SPACE AVAILABLE now at
Mother Road Antique Mall on the downtown square in
Carlinville. NO WORK DAYS! NO COMMISSION!
Stop in and see Perry today or call 217-854-8029.

VENDOR BOOTH SPACE available at Nana’s Hid-
den Attic, conveniently located at Exit 60 off high traf-
fic Interstate 55. Call 217-324-0846 for more
information.

ANTIQUE TOYS WANTED: private collector pays
cash for old toy trucks, cars, trains, pedal cars, bicycles,
Tonka trucks, etc, pre-1970. Always buying. Please
call 618-420-3684.

WANTED TO BUY: antique pie safe, jelly cupboard,
flat and stepback cupboards, dental cabinet and unique
antiques. Even if in poor condition. 618-377-0432.

WE BUY ESTATES , full or partial houses, sheds,
barns, etc. Call Village Square Antiques for more in-
formation, 618-669-2825, www.antiquesvil-
lagesquare.com.

WANTING TO BUY OLD postcards, Civil War pho-
tos and vintage paper items. Always paying cash. Call
Jerry for details at 618-410-6879.

MISC FOR SALE

DOLLAR BOOK SALE just underway in our new
sale building at Books on the Square, 135 E. Jackson
Street, Virden, next to Jamie’s - The Diamond Mine.
217-965-5443.

PECANS - Halves and pieces, $6.50 Ib. Highland. Call
618-606-1709.

BIG STAINLESS STEEL GRILL - (Grill-Smoker)
on wheels. 57 1/2” long x 44” wide x 40” high. 2 sided.
Best offer. Call 618-606-1709.

RUBBERMAID CATTLE STOCK TANK - 150 gal-
lon. Best offer. Highland. Call 618-606-1709.

KIMBALL PIANO - Best offer. Highland. Call 618-
606-1709.

12 GASHOT SHELL RELOADER - MAC650. Plus
accessories, $100, call 217-456-9105.

Sump Pump, designed for float, switch is on the plug
in cord, Call 217-563-2276.

Two Seats off horse drawn corn planter and cultivator.
One seat is cast iron, the other is stamped steel. Make
offer, 217-563-2276.

Lawnboy Push Mower, plus spare wheels and parts.
Also have spare parts for Toro riding mower, 217-563-
2276.

Antique Child’s Roll Top Desk with matching swivel
chair. Excellent condition. Call 217-324-4160 for in-
formation.

WANTING TO BUY WWII, WWI, Korea, and Viet-
nam military relics. Cash paid by collector for uni-
forms, helmets, medals, swords, leather flight jackets,
scrapbooks, etc. 217 851-3177.

WANTING TO BUY old comic books, magazines and
books. Call 314-351-1302.

Clean Red Bricks, street/sidewalk kind. 45¢ each.
217-324-3869.

FRONTIER GM 2084R 3 point hitch 7’ rear discharge
finish mower, $1,650 OBO. 217-710-0546.

HEAVY DUTY MOBILE MITER SAW STAND
Call 618-635-2311.

Bud Light Lugo Gas Grill, used but in good shape,
$75,217-324-3869.
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MISC FOR SALE : Carpenter’s long metal tool box
$15 ¢ 25/16” Reese hitch and pin $35 ¢ very large pipe
wrench $30 ¢ pipe cutter, works $35. Call 217-324-
3869.

TRACTOR TIRES, two 13.6 x 26 tractor tires on 8-
hole rims, $250; two 13.6 x 28 turf tires on 6-hole
Duetz rims, $300; new old stock 8:25 x 20 grader tire
$100, 618-558-6918.

OLD VINYL RECORDS, Beatles White Album, Bea-
tles ‘66, plus Walt Disney Collector Series (7 total) Call
217-628-3399 or cell 217-331-2636.

ANTIQUE MILK CRATES - wire, one large and
one small, both for $55. Call 217-324-3869.

Two 15” Pizza Stones, one is new with stand, $20,
217-324-3869.

Sharp 32” TV, with remote, not flat screen, has
video/audio terminals front & rear, $40, 217-324-3869.

Selmer Alto Saxophone, made in USA, with pearl
keys and Bundy case. $500. Leave message if no an-
SWer. 618-659-2061.

GEORGE STECK Baby Grand piano. Call 217-851-
2672.

Singer Sewing Machine, wooden cabinet. Nice con-
dition - light and motor both work. Several parts and
attachments, some new, included. $125,217-324-
3869.

VINTAGE GE ELECTRIC RANGE - 1953 Strato-
liner. In good shape and works. White, 4 burners, oven,
warmer, and 2 storage drawers. Normal and timed out-
lets, work light, and super-cool pushbutton Tel-a-Cook
lighted switches. 48”H x 49”W x 26” deep. Includes
original 72-page instruction/cookbook, installation in-
structions, and oven lamp replacement sheet. Buyer
must remove from seller’s basement. $175.00. Call
618-644-2626.

CEMETERY LOTS: 2 burial lots at Rose Lawn
Memory Gardens in Bethalto, IL. Location - Garden of
Gethsemane, lot 116C spaces 2 and 4, section 2. In-
cludes 2 spaces, 2 vaults, marker, opening and closing.
Rose Garden values at $12,865, asking $8,000. Call
618-377-9797.

FARM ITEMS FOR SALE: 400+ PLASTIC D &
IH PLANTER PLATES, 400+ plastic JD and IH
planter plates, JD pony motor $500 (does not run),
5500 watt Coleman Generator $200, new roof jacks for
2x6, used barn metal $1.00/ft (24” and 36” wide). Call
217-532-2441 or 618-708-1952.

WARN WINCH BUMPBER, with 8,000 warn winch,
$350; 9’ gin poles, $50, 618-558-6918.

U.S. PLATE BLOCKS OF COMMEMORATIVE
STAMPS. All are mint and unused and have original
gum. Selling packets of 10 Different for $5.00
Issued by Post Office in 1950's. These are 3 Cent vari-
eties.Free postage. Free shipping. Please call. 618-635-
9118 leave message.

HANDMADE CUSTOM BIRD HOUSES, All
shapes, sizes and prices. For more information call 217-
899-7491, or email eldonandfriends@yahoo.com. Can
email photos.

NATURAL BEEF FOR SALE, sides, split quarters,
and 91% lean hamburger patties. No antibiotics or
added hormones, pasture/hay fed. Order at www.back-
yardbeef.net or 618-973-7699.

Sears & Roebuck Rug Loom - 2 harness loom. $500
OBO. Located in Bunker Hill. Call 217-556-9428.
(UFN)

Custom Teddy Bears hand made from your old fur
coats, other articles of clothing, neckties, baby clothes,
quilts, blankets, etc. Perfect for remembering family
members, or as gifts. Bears are 5-way jointed, glass
eyes, hand sewn noses, stuffed with polyester filling.
Sizes and prices vary according to your choices. Sam-
ples and pictures on hand. 25 years experience, Alton,
618-462-8326.

SERVICES

BRODY’S SELLS LAMPS AND LAMPSHADES.
Bring in your lamp for the perfect fit. We also repair
lamps! 2300 S. Big Bend, St. Louis MO, 63143 .
314-647-3318. (12/20)

CAPITOL TREE SERVICE : Affordable tree trim-
ming, stump grinding, land clearing, debris removal -
emergency service available. Fully insured. Call 217-
622-8855.

WE ARE YOUR WEDDING PLANNER SPE-
CIALISTS! We can handle everything from your
flowers, centerpieces, backdrops, ceiling drapes, signs,
arches and so much more! Complete set up and take
down offered. Let us take some of the stress out of
your special day. WE WILL TRAVEL! Bev’s Baskets
& Bows, Carrollton 217-942-9119, Greenfield, 217-
368-2263.Also find us on Facebook.

MARTEN LAWN CARE - superior service,
reasonable prices. Flexible lawn service and
billing plans. Don’t forget about aerating spring
and fall. Call or text Jayden at 217-313-4466.
Email jayden.marten@ gmail.com.

MARTEN PRESSURE WASHING - residen-
tial and commercial. Fences, driveways, decks,
sidewalks, brick, vinyld and more. Call or text
Keagan at 217-710-7047 for a free quote!

The Mantle Group is a commercial general contractor
with over 30 years of experience, incliuding concrete
work. Call 618-307-4050, visit www.mantle.us or find
us on Facebook.

CF Home Improvement and Repairs - siding, doors,
decks, windows, power washing and more. Free esti-
mates. Call Chris @ 217-652-2420.

SAZZY FASHIONS by Bridget Washington in God-
frey - alterations, refurbishing, Comic Con costumes,
handmade purses, handbags, clutches, to-go bags,
chapstick holders and more. Custom orders welcome.
Call 618-789-7735, email thomas.cridget31@
yahoo.com or find us @ facebook.com/sazzyfashions.

STAUNTON CRYSTALL BALLROOM available
for rental of all sizes. Exit 41 off Interstate 55. Call
618-635-3506 for more information, www.kc-crystal-
ballroom.com.

Small Engine Repair, and service - lawn and garden
equipment, etc. Lower rates. Buy, sell, trade. Call
Oliver in Sorento at 217-272-4569 or 217-710-4093.

Lake Scrap Metal Hauling, Girard, Call217-320-
5594.

APPLIANCE REPAIR. $25 service call fee with
mention of this add (regular rate is $35). Labor rates
lower than anyone in town. Call Matt (Litchfield) at
217-415-3164.

Stud Service: Long haired German Shepherd, regis-
tered, level-headed and proven. Mt. Olive 636-399-
1300.

IN NEED OF CASH? Expert private collector paying
cash for antiques, musical instruments, GOLD & SIL-
VER jewelry, costume jewelry, old coins, pocket-
watches. Paying top $$$ in CASH. Just paid one
person over $2,000 for old unwanted broken jewelry.
Will travel to you! Call Anthony at 740-808-4878.

Discover how to get FREE Pampered Chef Products
call Pam Schaefer, Independent Consultant for The

Pampered Chef, at 217-556-9390 or email
pschaef4@yahoo.com.
German Translation Service by experience

speaker/translator. Genealogical documents, church
records, letters, diaries, journals, etc. Reasonable rates.
Email: zwickau32@yahoo.com.

WANTED

WANTED: Old INDIAN Silver and Turquoise
Bracelets and Necklaces. Paying Cash Call / Text Paul
314.283.8325.

WANTED: Old John Deere X595 garden tractor that
just needs diesel engine. Call Mark 618-520-7659.
vegasmaf@yahoo.com.

WANTED: WISCONSIN 4 CYLINDER IN-LINE
ENGINES; Gibson tractors and attachments, 618-558-
6918.

WANTED: MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS Turn your
musical instruments into CASH. High prices paid for
your musical instruments. Call 618-977-5089.

WANTED: 1 -2 -3 cyl Deutz tractors, also Deutz trac-
tor manuals and literature, and belt pulley for Deutz
tractgor, 618-558-6918.

WANTED TO BUY: antique pie safe, jelly cupboard,
flat and stepback cupboards, dental cabinet and unique
antiques. Even if in poor condition. 618-377-0432.

WANTED good used semi box trailer 45°-50" or
shorter at reasonable price for storage. Call 217-324-
3869.

Diabetic Test Strips Wanted Unexpired, any type, any
brand. Will pay up to $10/box. Call Ron @217-556-
3398. Please leave call back number.

Classifieds for individuals are free. Businesses pay 50¢
per word, 10 word minimum and must be paid in
advance if an account is not already established.
EXCEPTION: HELP WANTED ads are always free.
Display ads placed in the classified section are at the
same rate as placement anywhere else in the magazine.
All free classifieds expire in 6 months and The Buzz
must be notified if they are to be continued after that
time period.Email ads to: thebuzzmonthly @yahoo .com.

166 Niagara St. East Alton, IL 62024
SplishSplashExpress.com
618.259.7721

Auto Bath Express Wash

%2 OFF Any Wash :

Not good with any other offer. |
One discount per car per coupon. |
Redeem at Splish Splash Auto Bath Express Wash

GOU

BuildWithCountryside.com

=Y OUNTRYSIDL
r Sy’ BUlLDERS

618.466.6331%7

HOURS: M-F 9-5, SAT BY APPT.
7101 Montclair, Godfrey, IL

Your Local Experienced Builders SincelS79
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£ Fun in the Sun
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W g3 ' » Spend a day soaking up the sun at Lake Lou Yaeger
in Litchfield, IL! Rent a stand-up paddle board,
kayak, or corcl from Marina 1, fish from the shore,
take a hike on the Route 66 Hike and Mountain Bike
Trail, along with so much more! This family friendly
destination is near six hotels and 30 restaurants.

Visit Litchfield, IL and have a Yaeger day!

VisitLitchfield.com | 866-733-5833




Welcome to Litchfield, lllinois! We know it has been a stressful
time, and you deserve a break! We took a moment to prepare
a safe and relaxing getaway for you. These suggestions are
complete with discounted hotel rates, special promotions, and
fun excursions that you can set up! Mix and match for the fit
that is best for you. Happy traveling and we will see you when
you visit Litchfield, lllinois!

Explore Route 66 with one of a kind experiences!
Relax at Lake Lou Yaeger Recreational Area!

Exclusive shopping discounts are included!

Enhance your visit by scheduling
optional excursions!

Receive a 25% hotel discount by calling one of the
Litchfield hotels listed below and requesting the
“Litchfield Tourism Rate”.

(Offer valid through October 31, 2020.)

Hampton Inn & Suites: 217-324-4441
Holiday Inn Express & Suites: 217-324-4556
Baymont Inn & Suites: 217-324-2500
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Full itinerary details, complete with all promotions
and discounts can be found here:
Visitlitchfield.com/litchfield-getaway-package
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VisitLitchfield.com/litchfield-getaway-package | 866-733-5833



“ONE CALL WE DO IT ALL”
TURNEY

U cooLINg PUUMBING &» ELECTRICALS™

 Heating

« Cooling
 Plumbing

« Electrical

- Generators

» Sewer Cleaning
s« Duct Cleaning
~~ .Indoor Air Quality

e
E

FULL TIME TECHNIGIANS
PAID HOLIDAYS - BENEFIT PKG

> Apply online @
¥ j www.TurneyServices.com

618-585-6410

WWWw.turneyservices.com i

*Must qualify to receive financing




